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maud that (he IRA should be- 
gin decommissioning its 
weapons before joining a II par- 
ty talks. 

Standing alongside John Ma- 
jor outside Number Ten, he 
said: “The message I will give 
in public is the same as the mes- 
sage I wiD give in private. The 
framework set out by Prime 
Minister Major and Prime Min- 
ister Bruton is the best oppor- 
tunity I have seen to resolve all 
these issues and 1 think it should 
be embraced. I hope it will be." 
Praising John Major in unusu- 
ally warm terms for reaching the 
summit accord and for British 
action in Bosnia. Mr Clinton 
said: “I cannot say enough to the 
British peopie how much 1 ap- 
preciate and admire the Prime 
Minister for taking this kind of 
risk for peace. This was not an 
easy action for him to lake...lre- 
land is closer to true peace than 
at any time in a generation and 
risks taken by the Prime Min- 
ister and the Irish Prime Min- 
ister are the reason why.” 

The President - who as a stu- 
dent once complained about the 
class system in Britain - also ad- 
dressed both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, with Baroness Thatcher 
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An American at the Palace: President Clinton addresses both houses flanked by Lord Mackay, leader of the House of Lords, and Betty Boothroyd. Speaker of the House of Commons Photograph: Gary Herehom 


in the audience, and made it 
clear that the United Slates in- 
tended to remain a major pow- 
er player in Europe. In the 
glittering Royal Gatleiy. Mr 
Clinton won warm applause 
when he said the US would nev- 
er again “go down the road" of 
isolationism. 

He later met Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, for private talks 
at the US Embassy. “They had 
extremely friendly hilks, and the 
President asked Tony to tell him 
about New Labour,” said a 
Labour source. Mr Clinton 
made it clear he admired the 
support for Britain’s foreign pol- 


icy which Mr Major received 
from Mr Blair, something he 
wished he had in Washington. 

Mr Clinton discussed with Mr 
Major US plans for more co- 
operation between the Euro- 
pean Union and the US for 
lackling global terrorism, and 
drug trafficking; (he case for 
Russia to be drawn more into 
European affairs: and for Nato 
to be expanded to lake in some 
of Lbe former Warsaw pact 
countries. 

The President and Prime 
Minister dismissed their officials 
for a tcte-a-letc at Downing 
Street lasting nearly an hour be- 


fore a further hour of talks. Mr 
Major told colleagues (hey had 
devoted most of their time to 
discussing Ireland. Officials did 
not deny that Mr Major was 
keen to secure Mr Clinton's sup- 
port to put pressure on Sinn 
Fein behind Lhe scenes. 

It was suggested that US 
pressure played a crucial role in 
bringing concessions from Ire- 
land for the summit on Tuesday, 
although that was denied yes- 
terday by sources in Dublin. 

The initial response from 
the republicans was noticeably 
conciliatory. At a Falls Road 
press conference yesterday. 


Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams said his party would not 
make a definitive response for 
some time, but he repealed sev- 
eral times that Sinn Fern would 
be approaching the commu- 
nique with a positive attitude. 

He said: “Clearly what we got 
last night was a fudge.’' 

His comments are seen as 
confirming the calculation of the 
two governments that the re- 
publicans would not reject the 
document out of hand. 

Both prime ministers yes- 
terday acknowledged that they 
remained at odds over the dis- 
armament issue. Mr Major reaf- 


firmed his commitment that 
Sinn Fein cannot join the all- 
party talks until the IRA begjn 
disarming. “It is not dogma. It 
Is a matter of practicality." he 
told MPs. Mr Bruton said the 
issue should be part of the 
talks process. 

The summit accord was seen 
as a carefully phrased compro- 
mise by both sides, which puts 
off that crucial Issue until lat- 
er. The aim of both sides is that 
the momentum will now force 
the parties to co-operate, and 
bring about IRA disarmament. 

Clinton's speech, page 2 

Leading article, page 18 
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Mortgage fall heralds 
cut in interest rates 
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DIANE COYLE 

and DONALD MACINTYRE 

Britain’s biggest mortgage 
lenders took. home owners by 
surprise yesterday with the an- 
nouncement that home loans 
will fall to within a fraction of 
their lowest level for 20 years. 

The move cuts about 03 per 
cent off lhe average 7.99 per 
cent standard mortgage rate, 
and means a saving of around 
£12 a month on a £50,000 mort- 
gage. The move came amid 
increasing market confidence 
that Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor of die Exchequer, and Ed- 
die George, the Governor of the 
Bank of England, will cut 
interest rates after their next 
meeting on 33 December. _ 

The pound matched _ its 
recent all-time low against 
other currencies, while share 
prices hit a new record. 



Kenneth Clarice: confident 

for a reduction came as 
the Chancellor played down 
hopes of an imminent fall in 
base rates. Mr Clarke said 
yesterday: “I am not going to 
start playingfasl and loose with 
interest rales on the basis of 
political pressures." 

But his Cabinet colleagues 
acknowledged an interest rate 


cut along with the rise in living 
standards promised by the 
Chancellor could prove critical 
to Tbry fortunes. 

Mr Garkc fuelled Tbiy hopes 
of a second pre-election tax-cut- 
ting budget next year by saying 
it is “pure blind obvious” the 
election “will either be towards 
lhe end of J996 or in the be- 
ginning of 1997". Employers 
also urged the Government to 
cut interest Tates immediately 
by half a percentage point. 

In a change of policy. Sir 
Bryan Nicholson, president of 
the Confederation of British 
Industry, said: “The CBI be- 
lieves that conditions are now 
right for a sustainable reduction 
in interest rates." 

Halifax Building Society, the 
UK’s largest lender, with 1.9 
million home buyerv, pre-empt- 
ed speculation of a base rale fell 
by announcing its own mortgage 


reduction to 7.74 per cent from 
1 January for existing borrow- 
ers. New borrowers will bene- 
fit immediately. 

Gary Marsh, a spokesman for 
the Halifax, said: “We wanted 
to give the housing market 
some help as soon as possible". 

Abbey National reacted by 
dropping the cost of its own 
home loans according to the 
amount borrowed. Loans of 
£100,000 wifi face charges of 
7.69 per cent while those bor- 
rowing less than £59^99 will pay 
7.79 per cent from January. 

Most other building soci- 
eties followed with redactions 
between 02 and 0.3 per cent. 
Northern Rock said that it 
would bring the cost of its loans 
for its 500,000 borrowers to a 
new low of 7.59 per cent. 
Budget aftermath, pages 8-10 
News analysis, page 17 
Market report, page 21 


ftefomi for Scotiand 

Scotland's 72 MPs are to get a 
new power to cross-examine Lhe 
Prime Minister and senior Cab- 
inet colleagues over controver- 
sial Scottish issues. Page 2 

Counca turmoil 

Labour suspended the leader 
and deputy leader or Walsall 
council, claiming they led a 
“party within a party”. Page 5 

Teachers' burden 

Teachers taking early retire- 
ment are putting a huge strain 
on Lhe public purse as their 
□umbers reach record levels, it 
is reported today. Page 7 

MP denies claim 

David Ashby, the Tory MP, yes- 
terday denied in the High Court 
that he frequented one of Lon- 
don's “oldest best known gay 
pubs”. Page 7 

Troops for Bosnia 

The first troops in the Nato-led 
peace Implementation Force 
arc likely to arrive in Bosnia ear- 
ly next week, after Russia and 
Nato yesterday proclaimed an 
“historic" agreement between 


Lama selected 

The Chinese government 
presided over the Communist 
Party-controlled selection of a 
reincarnated Panchen Lama, 
the second most holy figure in 
Tibetan Buddhism. Page 14 

Rail strife deepens 

French railwaymen, who have 
been on strike since Iasi Thurs- 
day evening, hardened their 
action, halting all mainline and 
suburban services. Page 13 

15gfrt to c&e’ claim 

A woman who suffered brain 
damage and has no hope of re- 
coveiy and should be allowed to 
die “peacefully and with digni- 
ty", Scotland's first “right to die" 
legal case was told. Page 4 

Today’s weather 

Most of the UK will be dry with 
sunshine. Sect ion TWo, page 25 
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...ARTHRITIS NEEDN'T Be 

There are many forms of arthritic and rheumatic disease 
which iiffeci men, women and children in Britain today, 
causing unrelenting pain and disability in hands, wrists and 
joints throughout the body. 

The Arthritis and Rheumatism Council for Research 
celebrates ins Diamond Jubilee m 199ft an d j.s rhe only 
major UK charity financing medical research into 
osteoarthritis and rheumaric diseases at most university 
hospitals and medical schools in the UK. 

There i* real hope char with continued research these 
destructive diseases can be beaten. With your help we can 
continue rhe hartle to find a cure. 
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WINNERS AND LOSERS: OVERVIEW 



C if?f elk>r ’ s package of tax 
cats will be worth an average of 

S SJ-T reekto ^ households. ■ 
'"Me most taxpayers, will 
pcnefit from the ip cat in the 
bastt rate of tax, the overall 
jnodest handout proffered by 
Kenneth Clarke yesterday will 
not be of equal benefit to all. 
fne poorest households which 
already pay little or no income 
tax cannot benefit from the 
rate cut, and are unlikely to be 
m much of a position to splash 
on the now cheaper 
whiskey. The 10 per cent of 
households with the lowest in- 
comes will benefit by only 4p per 
week on average, which is un- 
likely to do much for the elu- 
sive feel-good factor. 

. Households with the highest 

incomes, those in the top 10 per 
cent, will be more able to lake 
advantage of die single-malt fac- 
tor with extra cash amounting 
to.- an average of £7 per week, 
about- 1 per cent of their net 
incomts. ' 

The-chart uses data from the 
Microsimulation Unit’s tax- 
benefit model POLIMOD and 
shows the distributional im- 
pact of the main personal tax 
changes, relative to an indexed 
base. The indexed base is what 
would have happened had the 
Chancellor allowed only for in- 
flation in his budget statement 
yesterday. Changes in income 
due to the effects of the in- 
creases in income-tax thresh- 
olds, combined with the 
reduction in the basic rate and 
the changes to excise duties, are 
shown as a proportion of pre- 
Budget incomes. 

Altogether, the tax cuts have 
a modest impact throughout the 
income distribution as shown on 
the chart, but are clearly more 
generous to households with 
higher incomes. This is because 
the change with the most impact 
- and which costs the most - is 
the cut in the basic rate. This is 
of greater value to people with 
higher incomes but is of no im- 
mediate value at all to people 
below the threshold of the 
basic-rate band. 


CARE INSURANCE 



Holly 

Sutherland 


Those below the basic-rate 
threshold are people who have 
incomes of up to £7,665 per year 
(or £9,455 for married peo- 
ple). This concentration of 
basK-rate-cut benefit on mkkfle- 
and higher-income groups is 
compounded by increasing the 
upper limit of the basic-rate 
band by £200 per annum more 
than inflation, to £25,500. 

This can only benefit tax- 
payers enjoying incomes near or 
above this threshold. Almost all 
of these are in the group of 
households with the top 10 per 
cent of incomes. This points up 
that the general thrust of the 
taxation measures contained 
in yesterday’s budget will work 
in favour of the better off, de- 
spite Mr Clarke's claims in the 
House that he is a “person 
with a real social conscience". 


The very rich, however, will not 
have seen much in the income 
tax proposals to warrant cele- 
bration. But the well-off will 
benefit more than most from 
the increase in the threshold for 
inheritance tax to £200,000 
from its current level of 
£154,000. The Chancellor did 
not miss the opportunity, how- 
ever, that the well-off were tra- 
ditionally die best positioned to 
make arrangments for the dis- 
posal of their property before 
they die. 

The chart shows that the 
bottom 40 per cent of the dis- 
tribution - 9 million UK house- 
holds -stand to gain very little. 
Those at the very bottom - who 
were the worst affected by the 
imposition of VAT on domes- 
tic ftiel in 1993 - will be virtu- 
ally no better off than they 
were this year, underlining the 
fact that the Government still 
has someway to go to make up 
for these regressive measures. 

The social, .security an- 
nouncements due to be made to 
the House today by Peter L0- 
ley, the Secretary of State for- 
Social Security, are not 
expected to rectify this situation 
for many. Moreover, cuts of a 
different son - to housing ben- 
efit for young people, the details 
of which are to be unveiled to- 
day-are expected to reduce the 
incomes of one of the most vul- 
nerable groups at the bottom of 


Who are the biggest winners 
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Helping hand: The Budget has reduced means testing for the elderly 



NIC CICU7T1 

Insurance companies were last 
night toasting a potential bo- 
nanza in sales of long-term 
care policies in the wake of the 
Chancellor’s announcement 
that be was aiming for a “part- 
nership" between the state and 
the private sector. 

Industry estimates suggest 
that by the end of the decade, 
sales of long-term care products 
could be worth £3bn a year, a 


50-fold increase from the £50- 
£60m sold at present. 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, said yesterday that he 
would be talking with insurers 
and other professionals about 
plans to end or reduce means- 
testing for people who lake 
out LTC plans. 

His move, revealed in the In- 
dependent last week, follows 
extensive lobbying by compa- 
nies. including the Association 
of British Insurers. 


Dr Ian Owen, managing di- 
rector at Eagle Star, said: “I 
would give the proposals a cau- 
tious welcome. 

“The interest that he has 
shown indicates that he has 
clearly recognised that some- 
thing needed to be done. As pi- 
oneers in the field, we look to 
play a full part in the consulta- 
tion process." 

“Introducing measures of 
immediate help to the elderiy 
combined with a formal con- 
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on gas, switching to low cost gas from Amerada can 
make you breathtaking savings. To find out how much, just ring us 

for a quote. 

There’ll be no new pipes, roadworks or inconvenience. Just the 
warm satisfaction of sniffing out a real bargain. 


HESS 


RMERRDH HESS GRS 

CALL 0500 00 11 00 


bringing low cost gas 
TO BRITAIN 


sul ration on the more thorny as- 
pects of long-term care in the 
next century provides a sensible 
framework for realistic solu- 
tions. 

“Implemented correctly, tax 
exemption on long-term insur- 
ance policies would help send 
important signals on the need 
for people to make arrange- 
ments for their future:” 

Peter Gatenby, appointed 
actuary at PPP Lifetime Care, 
the largest provider in the sec- 

SAVINGS 


tor, said: “I am really pleased. 
Jt is in many ways what we ex- 
pected, but what is gratifying is 
the Chancellor's willingness to 
take on board a range of views. 
This is also good news for a 
large part of the elderiy popu- 
lation." 

Mr Gatenby said that the av- 
erage cost of a LTC policy run- 
ning for three years if puniased 
by someone aged 65, would cost 
about £6,000. - - 

More than 500,000 people 


are expected to buy such poli- 
cies. Mr Clarke also aims to al- 
low a proportion of a retiring 
person’s tax-free pension fund 
to be used to pay for an LTC 
policy. 

The move has been strongly 
opposed by the National Asso- 
ciation of Pension Funds, the 
umbrella body representing al- 
most 1,500 schemes in Britain. 

Tom Ross, chairman of the 
NAPF, said: “It is good that the 
Chancellor is consulting and not 


Benefits for savers ‘not enough’ 


STEVE LODGE 

and CLIFFORD GERMAN 

Millions of savers stand to ben- 
efit from the Chancellor’s re- 
duction in tax on bank and 
building society interest to 20 
per cent. But the Bradford & 
Bingley’s head of strategy, John 
Wrigicsworth, dismissed it as “a 
snowflake on an iceberg”. The 
move is typically worth less 
than a third of a per cent to 
savers on their balances over a 
year. And the benefit could 
easily disappear if. as expected, 
base rales are cut 

The Chancellor said 14 mil- 
lion savers would gain £5 in 
every £100 of interest they re- 
ceived as a result of the savings 
tax measure. The move was part 
of a Budget with the stated in- 
tention of helping savers, specif- 
ically to reward the thrifty and 
encourage people to save more. 
The Chancellor said the aver- 
age pensioner will gain by £75 
a year, and some could gain by 
as much as £500. 

Basic rate taxpayers stand to 


gain because less tax will be de- 
ducted from the interest on 
their savings On an account pay- 
ing a gross rate of 5 per cent, 
savers mil be left with 4 per cent 
net interest rather than 3.75 per 
cent as before. But a cut in base 
rates, if passed on to savers by 
societies and banks, could more 
than wipe out the benefit. And 
societies might reduce rates 
anyway as part of their campaign 
to help borrowers. Societies, 
however, welcomed the mow? as 
giving more interest to savers. 

Higher rate taxpayers do not 
benefit because they will still pay 
40 percent tax on their savings 
overall. They will now have 20 
per cent deducted at source and 
will owe another 20 per cent 
through their annual tax retuzs. 

The move was presented as 
a way of helping to create a lev- 
el playing field for sayings. Ba- 
sic rate investors in shares 
already effectively, pay 20 per 
cent tax on dividends. 

But the move also sidesteps 
a potential admuustartivc night- 
mare. With millions more peo- 


ple moving into the 20 per cent 
income tax band, there have 
been fears that these savers 
would reclaim 5 per coil tax un- 
der the old 25 per cent savings 
tax system. 

Hie reduction in savings tax 
also affects gilts and corporate 
bond Peps. Michael Dyson of 
BZW said bond and gilt prices 
would go up marginally as a re- 
sult. Arguably corporate bond 
Peps - which shelter investors 
from all tax- also become a less 
attractive investment as a result 
for basic rate taxpayers. 

In another move aimed at 
helping savers, the Chancellor 
reduced to 60 the age at which 

P^^oners^^aranteed Income 
Bonds, currentfy paying 75 per 
cent gross fixed, for five years. 
There have proved an attractive 
savings vehicle for retired savers 
. Previously they were only 
available to 65-year-olds. 

Save as You Earn schemes 
will be extended to . allow em- 
a month 
options in the shares of 



LONG-TERM CARE 



aims to 


rushing into the proposal. 
We’ve been consulting our own 
members and what we think 
about this solution is that it 
would be hard for most people 
to take out this kind of insur- 
ance without a significant re- 
duction in their pension.. 

“Nor do our funds want to 
take on the risks of insurance. 
But the important thing is the 
consultation process and we 
aim to put forward our ideas on 
this issue.” 


over 

funding 

BY NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

A. package of measures to 
■ deal with the mounting crisis 
over the. funding of long-term 
care were announced by the 
.Chancellor. 

Immediate action includes 
an easing ot the means-tests 
that have seen growing num- 
bers of the elderly lose almost 
all their savings and in many 
cases their houses, too, if 
: they finish their days in long- 
term nursing or residential 
care. 

Benefits paid out under a 
range of long-term care in- 
surance policies are also to be 
made tax exempt where the 
payments are made direct -to 
the person needing care. 

- And in the longer term, the 
Government is to consult on 
ideas similar to those already 
running in New York and 
Connecticut in the United 
States where people who pay 
for, say, the first three years 
of care in a home then receive 
it free, without a means-test 

- allowing them to pass on any 
re maining savings and their 
home to their children. 

In addition, the Inland 
Revenue is to consult over the 
possibility of allowing occu- 
pational schemes to pay vari- 
able pensions. Individuals 
would be able to take a lar- 
ger pension in later years, 
when they are more likely to 
need long-term care, in ex- 
change for a smaller pension 
earlier on. 

The Chancellor’s immedi- 
ate measures mean individu- 
als will only have to run (heir 
capital down to £10,000 be- 
fore receiving free care in 
homes - at present they have 
to contribute until their sav- 
ings fall to £3,000. In future, 
help will start when their sav- 
ings are down to £16,000, 
double the present figure of 
£ 8 , 000 . 

“Long-term care will be a 
growing problem for the fi- 
nances of many families," 
Kenneth Clarke told the 

Individuals will 
only have to run 
their capital 
down to £10,000 
before receiving 
free care 


the company theywork for. This 
is half die original minimum of 
£10 a month. They will also be 
allowed to invest for only three 
years instead of the present five 
year minimum . The holding 
period during which shares 
must be held in trust to quali- 
fy for exemption from tax has 
a iso been reduced from five 
years to three. 

Employees will also be ex- 
empted from tax on share op- 
tions worth up to £20,000 
granted after 17 July this year, 
if they are held for three years. 
The options must be granted at 
a price dose to the market val- 
ue of the shares at the time the 
options are granted. 

The new scheme is intended 
to encourage companies to 
gram options to lower paid 
employees, including thelbsco 
check-out employees who were 
flanght hy tin* Chinfr-Dri r'K mea- 

suresto penalise over-generous 
share options for executive “fat 
cats”. 

Proshare, the organisation 
which encourages wider share 
ownership, welcomed the move 
but expressed disappointment 
that the £20,000 limit and the 
three year period would still pe- 
nalise middle-rank executives. 

ESOR the body which en- 
courages employee ownership 
welcomed the move. 

Hie starting point for pay- 
ment of inheritance tax has 
been lifted masingfe jump from 
£154,000 to £200,000 as a step 
on the way to the total abolition 
of the tax. It will exempt an es- 
timated 7,500 estates a year 
from payment of inheritance tax 
and significantly reduce the li- 
ability of the remaining 15,000 
estates and cost the Exchequer 
an estimated £130ra in 1996-97 
rising to £285m in a fuU year, re- 
ducing the revenue from tax by 
roughly a third. ' 


Commons. And while saving 
for long-term care was “one of 
the rainy days” for which peo- 
ple put money by, “the bal- 
ance between the state paying 
and the family paying must be 
right If it is not, prudent 
people will complain that they 
are being treated unfairly 
compared with Lhose who 
were unable or unwilling to 
save at all". 

Apart from the immediate 
measures, which Mr Clarke 
claimed, “will give many el- 
derly people and their fami- 
lies more financial security 
and greater peace of mind,” 
the Government also wants to 
find more ways of helping 
people plan ahead. 

Ministers will consult on 
“partnership schemes" de- 
veloped in the United States 
where people who either lake 
out a policy for long-term 
care, use part of their pension 
to buy one, or who otherwise 
cover themselves for a given 
sum or period, then receive 
greater protection against 
their remaining assets being 
taken when the money runs 
out 

The Treasury proposals may 
go less for than the United 
States deals, which in some 
cases provide free care after a 
three-year period where indi- 
viduals have paid for them- 
selves. But the aim would be to 
allow individuals “to retain 
some of their assets" above the 
new limit of £16,000. 

. .Age Concern welcomed the 
new capital limits which will 
add some £60ra to govern- 
ment spending next year. Sal- 
ly Green gross, Age Concern's 
director, said the new lower 
limit which will allow people to 
keep £10,000 savings was “es- 
pecially wedcome, Itwfll ensure 
that nest eggs remain exactly 
that". 

But both Age Concern .and 
Help the Aged were more 
sceptical about the longer- 
term consultations. 

Help the Aged said the 
moves "did nothing to help 
those who stay in their own 
homes, rather than needing 
residential hud nursing care. 
And ii had hoped for a “foil re- 
view” rather’ than’ the lip ser- 
vices of consultation. 
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news 


Clima tic change: Past caution dropped as UN panel of government scientists concurs on danger posed by greenhouse gases 

Experts agree global warming has begun 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

The governments of more than 
90 nations agreed last night that 
human-made global warming 
was already under way. The 
earth's climate appears to have 
been altered by pollution, u UN 
panel of expens concluded. 

The gradual, unsteady warm- 
ing of the globe seen this cen- 
tury was the best available 


evidence of this, the UN’s inter- 
governmental panel on climate 
Change (IPCCl said. It goes be- 
yond natural variation. 

The 19R(ls and lWtts have 
had most of the wannest years 
since worldwide temperature 
records began nearly 1411 yean, 
ago. The warming is set to ac- 
celerate into and through the 
next century, with temperature 
rises faster than any of the past 
10.000 years. 


The panel's declaration alter 
three days or negotiation in 
Madrid marks a decisive shift in 
the global-warming debate. 

Sceptics have claimed there 
is no sound evidence that cli- 
mate has been changed hy die 
billions of tonnes of carbon 
dioxide and other heat-trapping 
"greenhouse gases” spewed 
into the atmosphere each year, 
mostly from the burning of fos- 
sil fuels and forests. 


But the great majority of 
governments and climate sci- 
entists now think otherwise. 
"The balance of evidence sug- 
gests an appreciable human in- 
fluence on global climate,” the 
1PCC report says. The last such 
in-depth 1PCC report was pub- 
lished live years ago and was far 
more cautious. 

Tiro of the world's biggest oil 
producing states. Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait, made a sustained 


effort to water down the report 
They fear that if governments 
take global warming seriously 
they will shift their economies 
into using less crude oil. 

But despite the opposition, 
the IPCC science working 
group concluded average lem- 
peraturcs have risen by 0.3 to 
0.60 his century and have been 
"at least as warm as in any oth- 
er century since AD 1400. 

"The recent warming has 


been greatest of the mid-lati- 
tude continents in winter and 
spring," the report says. 
Britain's recent mild winlers’fii 
well with that. 

Sea levels have crept up by as 
much as 25 centimetres - near- 
ly a fool - over the past 100 
years as warmer oceans ex- 
pand. Atmospheric concentra- 
tions of the heat-trapping 
greenhouse gases, chiefly car- 
bon dioxide, methane and ni- 


trous oxide, continue to rise. 

As for the future, the report 
says average temperatures 
could rise by a modest 1C and 
a hugely damaging 3.5C by 
2100. Sea levels could rise by be- 
tween 15cm and 95cm by then. 

Many climatologists fear hu- 
manity could push the climate 
to the brink of a drastic change 
such as the ice ages which oc- 
curred in prehistoric times. 

Jeremy Leggett, a scientist 


employed by Greenpeace, said 
in Madrid Iasi night: “This has 
gptlo be a turning point. We’ve 
seen a clear signal that the 
footprint of climate change is 
appearing in the sand and is go- 
ing to be increasingly bard for 
governments not to act." 

Despite the new consensus, 
the fossfl fuel industries and sev - 
eral governments will argue 
that the wanning changes are so 
slow little action is needed. 




Lights out on a 
proud tradition 


All around the watchtower: Gordon Medlicott, principal keeper, on duty at the North Foreland lighthouse, near Broadstairs, Kent 


Photographs: Edward Webb 


JAMES CUSICK 

The lonely and romantic life of 
the lighthouse man is about to 
be consigned to history, with the 
last of Britain’s manned light- 
houses becoming fully auto- 
mated by the end of the century, 
according to the organisation re- 
sponsible for the safety of ship- 
ping in British waters. 

Their demise is inevitable, 
due to advances in satellite 
technology which enable ships 
to establish their position to 
within 10 metres, the General 
Lighthouse Authority said yes- 
terday as it presented a consul- 
tation paper. Marine Aids to 
Navigation into the 21st Century. 

Although satellite radio nav- 
igation technology has acceler- 
ated in sophistication in recent 
years, the authority has not 
carried out a full-scale evalua- 
tion of its operations in ewer 1 00 
years. Now it is aiming to es- 
tablish what mix of traditional 


and new technology will be 
needed over the next 25 years. 
The authority currently operates 
343 lighthouses throughout the 
UK and Ireland, only 30 of 
which are manned. The rest are 
fully automated arid controlled 
by telemetry and computers. 

However, fears that even un- 
manned lighthouses will fade 
into memory and become mere 
architectural relics were dis- 
missed yesterday by Captain 
James Thylor chief executive of 
the Northern Lighthouse Board 
Northern, along with the Cor- 
poration of Trinity House and 
the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights run all navigation systems 
in coastal waters. 

Capt Taylor said "Inevitably 
the dependency on lighthouses 
will decrease. But at thqfend of 
the day we will still ne^d these 
traditional visual aids. From 
being a primary source of nav- 
igational information they will 
become a back-up." 


General Synod: Leading clerics attack Turnbull committee proposals 

Clergy launch assault on 
Church leadership reform 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

Leading clergymen yesterday 
criticised radical plans for 
reforming the government of 
the Church of England, warn- 
ing that it would create an 
unrepresentative autocracy. 

A meeting of ihe General 
Synod, at Church House, West- 
minster, was told that the 
changes - proposed by a com- 
mittee chaired by the Bishop of 
Durham, the Right Rcy 
Michael Turnbull, and enthusi- 
astically backed by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr 
George Carey - would place 
"very considerable power in 
Ihe hands of a largely unelect- 
ed body that does not appear to 
be answerable to the Synod or 
anyone else," according to 


Canon John Stanley, prolocu- 
tor (chairman ) of the clergy of 
the York Archdiocese. 

He asked whether the 
National Council, the new 
central committee which the 
Turnbull report proposes, will 
be able to “give a two-digit sign 
to the synod? “If you give a body 
power, il will lake it." Canon 
Stanley said. 

The two archbishops would 
appoint eight of the fifteen 
members of the proposed Na- 
tional CounciL which would 
take over the executive func- 
tions of the Synod and of the 
Church Commissioners. 

“The patronage of the two 
archbishops wiQ give them enor- 
mous influence and power,” 
said Canon Stanley. “This will 
be felt throughout the church. 
Are we moving towards a 


powerful centre which will not 
hear what people in parishes are 
saying?" 

His remarks were greeted 
with sustained applause. 

Dr Philip Giddings, vice 
chairman of the House of Laity, 
said: "The concept of a National 
CounciL largely appointed and 
not fully accountable, needs 
fundamental reform. It seems 
to me remarkable that the 
commission should propose an 
additional layer of government, 
more centralisation, and less 
accountability." 

However, Bishop Ibrabul! 
defended his proposals vigor- 
ously. “J really do not sec a grab 
for autocratic power or anything 
like it. 

“The National Council will 
actually have very limited pow- 
er, and in that respect is quite 


unlike a cabinet of politicians or 
a board of business 
directors. 

“1 do not accept loose alle- 
gations that we were motivated 
by trendy or even out-of-date 
management doctrine from the 
business world. The church at 
national level clearly needs to 
work better as one body, not as 
some kind of dismembered 
jellyfish." 

The most enthusiastic support 
for his proposals came from Mr 
Philip Lovegrove, of St Albans, 
who poured scorn on the idea 
that the National Council would 
form a centre of power. 

The Synod agreed to take 
note of the TUmbull report. 

Legislation embodying its 
principles will be presented at 
its next meeting in February 
next year. 


Lincoln ‘a place of ridicule’ 


ANDREW BROWN 

Staff at Lincoln Cathedral, 
which has been riven by a strug- 
gle between its dean and Its 
chapter, say it has become a 
“place of ridicule". 

Today, its officials are due to 
meet to discuss the churches 
difficult ies and the future of their 
jots. This year the dean, the Vfeiy 
Rev Brandon Jackson, became 
embroiled in two headline-grab- 
bing rows. One, a long-running 
dispute with senior members of 
the cathedral chapter over his 
leadership style, and the other 
a controversy which fed to him 
being cleared of an adulterous 
affair with a cathedral verger at 
a church court. Yesterday the 
Church of England’s General 
Synod was told that tbetrralcost 
the cfaun* more than £100,OUU. 

The dean promptly accused 
senior members of the chapter, 
the senior priests in the diocese, 
of conspiring to remove : him. 
The verger concerned, verity 
freestone, is now taking the 
dean and the caLhednd s chap- 
ter to a tribunal alleging sexual 
discrimination, sexual harass- 
ment and unfair dismissal. 

In a statement released yes- 



Very Rev Brandon Jackson: at the centre of cathedral rows 


terdav staff rallied in support of 
the Bishop of Lincoln, the Right 
Rev Robert Hardy, who has said 
he will report the staff's prob- 
lems with the dean to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. 

The statement said: "We 
have always considered it a 


privilege to work for and in Lin- 
coln Cathedral but unfortu- 
nately we all know that over the 
last six years it has become a 
place of ridicule. We arc be- 
ginning to lose our sense of 
pride in our association with this 
beautiful place ... 


"Wfc have not, as yet, had any 
answers to questions tabled by 
the staff but it is our hope they 
will be answered at our next 
meeting. The Bishop of Lincoln 
has our full support and we cer- 
tainly do not feci he needs Lo re- 
sign. Many of us are unhappy, 
frustrated and actually sickened 
by the whole situation and we 
feel something must be done ur- 
gently to remedy it. It must not 
be allowed to continue.” 

Neither the bishop nor (he 
dean can legally be forced to 
resign by anyone, unless they 
are convicted of a criminal 
offence. 

Since his arrival at Lincoln 
Cathedra] in 1989 the dean has 
been locked m a bitter struggle 
with the four canons who con- 
stitute the governing chapter of 
the cathedral and have enough 
power under the medieval con- 
stitution to thwart any of the 
dean's initiatives. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr George Carey, said 
that he was in close touch with 
the bishop and others about the 
way ahead. He was "deeply 
concerned that the wounds of 
the cathedral be healed as soon 
as possible”. 
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Tower of London: Yeomen decide rogue birds are nothing to crow about 



Hopping mad: Beefeaters clutching Tower ravens, two of whom were banished this year for bad behaviour 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


* * i 

Court urged to let \A 


comatose mother 

‘die with dignity’ 


A woman who suffered bram 
damage almost four years ago 
has no hope of recovery and 
should be allowed to die 


“peacefully and with dignity” « 
Scotland's first "right-to-die" Je- 


■JtAIUOIIUSAUOi 

gal hearing was told yesterday- 

Dr Iain O'Brien has treated 
Janet Johnstone since she was 
taken to the accident and emer- 
gency department at LawNHS 
trust hospital Lanarkshire, in 
January 1992, after taking an 
overdose of drugs. 

Dr Brien was the first witness 
to appear at the Court of Ses- 
sion in Edinburgh wbere the 


Since then, she has been kept 
alive with intensive nursing. 
She is able to breathe but has 
to be fed through a tube and 
turned every two hours. 

Dr O'Brien said she ap- 
peared to have no idea of what 
was going on around her. She 
did not respond to stimulus, and 
had “never shown any ability to 
communicate". There was no . 
evidence that movements she 
made were voluntary, and in his 
opinion her brain had no cog- 
nitive function. “The prognosis 
is hopeless," he said. 

In March 1993, he spoke to 


brain caused by lack of oxygen. 

Dr Richard Metcalfe, a con- 
sultant neurologist at Glasgow 
Southern General Hospital was 
asked for a second opinion. He 
said he had examined Mrs 
Johnstone twice and was satis- 
fled she was in a persistent veg- 
etative slate. He rated her 
chance of improvement as “vir- 
tually nil".- In his opinion, the 
prolonging of life “in this situ- 
ation is artificial and indeed I 
would say cruel". Asked to ex- 
plain, Dr Metcalfe said his use 
of the word “era el” referred to 
the patient’s family and friends, 
— 1 *- ' J find it uosettine to 
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Beefeaters in a 
flap over ravens 


JOJO MOVES 


Two were dismissed this vear for 


'going rogue . one was re- 
moved following unprovoked 
attacks on a television aerial, 
and one was last seen outside 
a pub in the East End. Staff at 
the Tower of London hope the 
tenures of Thor and Odin will 
be less problematic. 

The two ravens, who were 
rescued as fledglings by the 
Forestry Commission, were pre- 
sented to the Yeoman Raven 
Master David Cope yesterday. 
The brothers replace Charlie 
who died in August, following 
a fatal meeting with Charlie, the 
Police Springer Spaniel. 

“They settled down pretty 


quickly. But it was quite obvi- 
ous their characters fitted their 
names,” a spokeswoman for 
Tower said. “Thor was raak- 
,*ing a terrible racket and got 
quite cross." 

Their arrival brings the total 
number of ravens at the Tower 
to nine. King Charles II decreed 
that there should be always at 
least six at the Tower, to prevent 
disaster befalling the kingdom, 
and two more are kept "in re- 
serve”. But it was felt the pair, 


UK wins deal 


on ferry safety 


World shipping yesterday drew 
back from supporting tough 
new safety standards on roll-on, 
roll-off ferries which had been 
backed by Britain. 

The UK is now set to bring 
in these stronger stability reg~ 
illations, thanks to a regional 
agreement it has reached with 
France and other Western 
European countries. 

The compromise was 
reached on the last day of the 
meeting of the International 
Maritime Organisation, in Lon- 
don. It follows recommenda- 
tions made by an fMO panel of 
experts following the Estonia 
disaster in 1994, which claimed 
more than 900 lives. 

The panel had recommend- 
ed the fitting of watertight com- 
partment bulkheads to keep 
vessels afloat longer if water 
entered the car deck. This 
would have meant costly struc- 
tural work and would have 
gone far beyond the standards 
set by the 1990 Safety of Lives 
at Sea (Solas) convention. 

Yesterday the LMO failed to 
endorse the tougher regula- 
tions and merely agreed that all 


ships, rather than just those built 
since 1990. should meet the less- 
er 1990 standards. 

However the UK, together 
with France, Italy, Spain, Nor- 
way and Sweden, put forward a 
resolution - accepted by the 
IMO - that when two or more 
countries in a region agreed on 
a need to have higher standards, 
they could impose them. 

It is understood that Britain 
helped drag the French into 
joining in the resolution after 
they appeared sceptical. The 
northern Europea a countries 
will now meet in Sweden next 
week to thrash out further de- 
tails of their agreement. 

William O’Nefl, rMO direc- 
tor-general, had backed the 
tougher standards. Asked if 
countries had taken the cost of 
improvements into account, he 
later said: “I think there was a 
strong consideration of the eco- 
nomics of the whole thing” 

Water on the car deck was a 
strong factor in both the Esto- 
nia disaster as well as the Her- 
ald of Free Enterprise tragedy at 
Zeebrugge in 1987 in which 
more than 190 lives were lost. 


DAILY POEM 


Winter Light 


By Cynthia Fuller 


What has it done, the whiter light 
with its opalescence and cold edge? 

Day lengthening it drained all colour 
to still silver, black lines, grey darkening. 
What has it leeched from us who sat 
soaking in its pale beauty? 

We are bleached like bare bone; cold, so cold. 


CYnthia Fuller was born in Kent in 1948 and has spent her 
working life teaching literature and creative writing for die Open 
University and in Adult Education colleges. Her first collec- 
tion, Moving Towards Light was published in 1992. A new col- 
lection Instructions for the Desert ranges round the landscapes 
of her adopted County Durham and North Yorkshire and is 
published by Flambard at £6.95. 
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who will be fed on bird biscuits 
soaked in blood and the odd 
rabbit, would be happier if kept 
together. 

Erratic behaviour from pre- 
vious ravens has led to a num- 
ber of official expulsions. 
George was banished in 1986 to 
the Welsh Mountain Zoo for 
“unsatisfactory conduct". 

u He was bending TV aerials 
and ripping them ouL The 
Padre’s aerial he took particu- 
lar offence to. It was very un- 
fortunate,'’ the spokeswoman 
said Worse was the behaviour 
of ravens Hugine and Jackie 
who were dismissed earlier this 
month with a “Tower Order” 
that stated their services were 
□o longer required following 
“conduct unbecoming to Tow- 
er Residents". 

Hugine and Jackie, it 
emerged, had become a little 
aggressive following their mat- 
ing period. “It's called “going 
rogue," the Tower spokes- 
woman said. “They just didn’t 
calm down”. 

Following their arrival at the 
zoo, the explanation for their 
rather aggressive courtship be- 
came dear. Jackie and Hugine 
were both male. 
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Town hall turmoil: National Executive Committee acts to curb Walsall's ruling group amid allegations of party within a party 

Labour removes ‘extremist’ council chief 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Labour yesterday suspended 
llicr leader and deputy leader of 
Wblsul! council, claiming they 
led a "party within a party" and 
were refusing to open their 
plans fnr 50 mini (own hails lu 
public consultation or inde- 
pendent scrutiny. 

Dave Church and his deputy. 
John Rnthciy, were suspended 
from membership of the 
Labour Party, along with a 
third councillor. Brian Pirn ell. 
by the party's National Execu- 
tive Committee. Labour coun- 
cillors w ill he required 10 elect 
a new council leader in the 
next few days. 

The NEC - decided, by 21 
voles, with left-wing MPs 
Dennis Skinner and Diane 
Abbott voting against, that the 
council leadership had failed 
to give the required assurances 
by [he deadline of midnight 
on Tuesday. 

NEC memlvr Clare Short, 
who visited Walsall with John 
Prescott, the deputy Labour 
leader, said: "We have no al- 
ternative but to lake ibe action 
ihnl was recommended to the 
NEC today. When we went to 
Walsall we believed that we 
could conciliate, hut the people 


with whom we were negotiating 
broke their word. We now have 
evidence of a light and disci- 
plined group within the party 
and we have to act.” 

The NEC dveided to inves- 
tigate charges i hat a faction 
called the Walsall Socialist 
Group was operating secre- 
tively within the local parly. A 
Labour spokesman said the 
group appeared to have a 
dosed membership, by invita- 
tion only, that memberswerc al- 
leged to have to pay 1 per cent 
of their salary in subscription 
and that it allegedly operated 
strict internal discipline. The 
labour Party’s rules ban groups 
“having their own programme, 
principles and policy". 

Walsall Labour Party has 
heen sharply divided for 
decades, with a left-wing group, 
known until recently .is the Tri- 
bune group, holding power in 
the early ly.SIK. The left look 
control again after May's local 
elections, with a radical plan to 
give “power to the people” 
through more than 5li neigh- 
bour h> Kid committees, elected 
by local people. 

In August, the national 
Labour leadership suspended 
the Walsall district party 
organisation and handed a 
propaganda coup to the new 


Conservative chairman, Brian 
Mowhinncy. wh« » had visited the 
West Midlands town to draw 
attention to the council as an 
example of "real Labour”. 

Mr Rnihcry claimed to be 
•Terribly shocked" by the 
announcement: “This talk of a 
light, disciplined group is not 
true. Walsall Socialist Group is 
a discussion group which meets 
to talk about natn mal issues. It 
does not have any premises, 
there Ls no constitution, there 
are no rules, the a- is nothing.” 

Fifteen of the 34 Labour 
councillors are believed to be 
members of the group. A fur- 
ther 15 belong to (he rival 
"moderate" group, while four 
are non-aligned. Willi the 
group’s strength reduced, a 
"mi ■derate” is likely to take over 
Ihc council leadership. 

Mr Rolhcry said the Social- 
ist Group was affiliated to the 
national Socialist Campaign 
Group, which claims several 
Labour MPS as members. 

Mr Church and Mr Rnihcry 
met Mr Prescott Iasi Thursday 
and were given an ultimatum to 
agree to genuine public con- 
sultation, looking m all the 
options, and to “some form or 
independent validation”. A 
Labour spokesman said they 
failed to do this. 
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Tory council 'risked lives of tenants 5 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Evidence has emerged sug- 
gesting that Westminster coun- 
cil put homeless families at 
risk by moving them into two 
blocks of flaLs known to be rid- 
dled with asbestos, as pan of the 
controlling Tory group's alleged 
gerrymandering policy. 

Documents supplied Lo the 
Independent and to John Bar- 
ratt, an independent investiga- 
tor hired by the present council 
lo look into the claims, suggest 
that the controlling Tory group, 
led by Lady Shirley Pbrter. 
moved 100 families into the Oats 
to reduce the potential Labour 
vole in key marginal wards. 

The investigation by Mr Bar- 


ntlL the former chief executive 
of Cambridgeshire County 
Council, is Ihe second current- 
ly underway into the activities 
of Westminster's ex-Tory lead- 
ers. The first, and best known 
- the “homes for voles” inquiry' 
into suspected gerrymander- 
ing by Lady Porter and council 
colleagues - is expected lo be 
completed next month. 

However, the Barratt in- 
quiry. which is also due to be fin- 
ished shortly, could be jusi as 
explosive. Ilf concentrates sole- 
ly on the decision in 19S9 to re- 
locate families into Hermes 
and Chantry F\>ints in Padding- 
ton. The council was well aware 
of Lhe dangers posed by the flats. 
In 1983. its own Environmen- 
tal Health Officer warned that 


conditions in the block, includ- 
ing the “extremely friable nature 
of this type of asbeslos” indi- 
cated its “necessity for removal 
as a matter of urgency. From 
the date of that warning, 10 Feb- 
ruary 19S3. no more flats were 
let on secure tenancies. 

In August 1983. the Depart- 
ment of the Environment pub- 
lished a circular - Asbestos 
Material in Buildings -warning 
of the public health risk. The cir- 
cular highlighted the problem 
unique to the two blocks, where 
asbestos had been sprayed on 
lo the steel structure to’ act as 
a safeguard against fire. 

Gradually, tenants moved 
out and lhe blocks became par- 
tially empty. Lady Porter and 
her colleagues, however, were 


keen to prevent a local com- 
munity group from taking them 
over, refurbishing them and 
removing lhe asbestos. The 
documents show the council was 
prepared to use the flats as part 
of its alleged gerrymandering 
policy, codenamed "Building 
Stable Communities”, of keep- 
ing likely Labour voters out of 
marginal wards. Hermes and 
Chantry were earmarked for 
homeless families, concentrat- 
ing them in a safe Labour ward. 

Documents show a decision 
to move the homeless into the 
tower blocks was taken at a 
meeting of the council’s inner 
cabinet, “the chairman's 
group”, chaired by Barry Legg 
- then, a Tory councillor, now 
MP for Milton Keynes South 


West - and con finned at a fur- 
ther meeting chaired by Lady 
Porter on 28 February. 

Prior to this decision, the 
council had been moving ten- 
ants out of the fiats and smash- 
ing (hem up, lo prevent 
squatting. When new tenants 
began moving in, asbestos was 
exposed in some places. 

In 1990. after the Health 
and Safety Executive was alert- 
ed, (he council admitted the flats 
were dangerous and posed a 
statutory nuisauce under the 
Public Health Acts. The tenants 
were moved out. the flats sealed 
and subsequently demolished. 

Last night. Westminster 
council issued a statement re- 
fusing to comment, pending 
the outcome of the full report. 


Council 
leader 
forced to 
quit over 
affair 


Acute patients ‘suffering malnutrition 


As many as one in 10 of the peo- 
ple admitted to hospitals as 
acute patients are suffering 
from malnutrition - but in 
many cases doctors and nurses 
do not spot the symptoms, a 
charity representing nutrition 
experts said yesterday. 

All paLients should be 
screened routinely lo spot those 


suffering from malnutrition as 
well as the complaints or dis- 
eases which led them to go to 
hospital initially, said the British 
Association for Parenteral and 
Enteral Nutrition (BAPEN). 

As many as 1,400 of the 
14,000 people who go into hos- 
pital as acme admissions each 
day would be seriously mal- 


nourished for reasons including 
loss of appetite and mobility, dif- 
ficulty in chewing or swallowing, 
and digestive disorders. 

Malnourished patients re- 
covered more slowly and stay 
longer in hospital. 

Weighing and questioning 
patients was the best way of 
identifying the signs of mal- 


nourishment. said the BAPEN 
report, published in the spe- 
cialist journal Clinical Nutrition. 

But 5fl per cent of doctors 
and nurses did not weigh pa- 
tients on admission and 91 per 
cent failed to take a note of 
height, while nearly 40 per cenl 
were not asked about theireal- 
ing habits and dieting. 
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The Labour leader of a city 
council resigned from his post 
yesterday after a long-running 
row over his relationship with 
a council officer. 

Stewart Foster, leader of 
Leicester City Council, nar- 
rowly lost a vole of confidence 
in a meeting of his Labour 
group last night. 

Mr Foster, married with 
three children, was accused in 
a confidential council docu- 
ment of breaking the council- 
lors' code of conduct over his 
affair with his senior policy 
adviser, Kathy Kerswell. 

The council's chief executive, 
Iratiaz Farookhi. said that the 
relationship posed a risk of 
mal administration . 

He derided to send Ms Ker- 
swell on a 12-month sabbatical 
MBA degree course al Dc 
Montfort University, in Leices- 
ter, to defuse the situation. 

It was first alleged Mr Foster 
had arranged the degree course 
for Ms Kerswell at the council's 
expense. 

A report by the town clerk 
found the allegation untrue but 
critics in the council's ruling 
Labour group have been 
determined to oust their leader 
for apparently embarrassing 
the parly. 

Mr Foster, leader of the 
council for just IS mouths, has 
always denied the affair led to 
any wrong-doing although his 
relationship with Ms Kerswell 
is continuing. 

Robert Wann, chairman of 
the council's leisure services 
committee and a possible suc- 
cessor, said the vole went 
against Mr Foster last night by 
21 votes to 20. 

Mr Wum said: “We do need 
to look for somebody who will 
bring the two factions of the 
Labour group together.” 

Mary DraycotL, chairwoman 
of the" Labour group and a 
supporter of Mr Foster, said: 
“He has brought a refreshing 
management style to the coun- 
cil but many did not accept 
that.” 

Mr Foster was not available 
for comment. 
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Teachers’ drop-out rate is costing million; 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Tethers taking early retire- 
ment arc putting a huge strain 
on the public purse as their 
numbers reach record levels, it 
is reported today. The Gov- 
ernment claims hot to know 
what is behind the increase. 

Last year, 6.075 teachers left 
the profession prematurely 
through ill health, more than 
double the 1 985 figure of 2.698. 

The figures, which are con- 
tained in a report from the 


National Audit Office (NAOl. 
the public finance watchdog, wili 
fuel the claims of teachers’ 
unions that their members are 
being placed under an intoler- 
able strain by education cuts and 
large classes. 

When those not ill but wish- 
ing to leave and lake advantage 
of the Government's pensions 
and superannuation scheme 
are included, the annual aver- 
age total of teachers retiring ear- 
ly has shol up from 11.624 to 
17.187. Overall in the last 
decade, 150.000 teachers in the 


state and independent sectors 
have left the profession. 'leacli- 
ersin independent schools stilt 
qualify for the Government-fi- 
nanced scheme. Last year 
alone, the cost to the taxpayer 
oF those leaving was JC134m. 

In the report. Sir John Bourn, 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, and Head of the NAO, 
criticised the lack of informaunn 
about the numbers of teachers 
resigning. He said the Teachers’ 
Pensions Agency, part of the 
Department for Education, has 
no "firm information" on the 


reasons fur the increase in 
teachers quitting through ill 
health. Part of the problem. Sir 
John said, is that the agency is 
not receiving adequate infor- 
mation, or applications arc be- 
ing made even before a teacher 
has had medical treatment. 

But now. Sir John said, it is 
taking a tougher attitude: "The 
agency have taken action de- 
signed to ensure that the med- 
ical criteria for early retirement 
on ill-health are applied more 
consistently and rigorously as 
the annual number of such cas- 


es has more than doubled to 
over 6.000 over the last 111 
years." 

The Ittlsil cost in (he taxpay- 
er is only assessed at five-year 
ini ovals. Latest figures from the 
Government Actuary cover the 
period tu 51 March 19S6 and 
showed a shortfall between 
teachers' own pension contri- 
butions and payments, of 
£1.55bn. The actuary is working 
on the next review for the five 
years in March 1991. 

Attempts by the Govern- 
ment to tackle the problem by 


forcing local education author- 
ities and independent employ- 
ers to contribute more to the 
national superannuation 
scheme are unlikely to be 
enough. Teachers pay n per 
cent of their salaries, while em- 
ployers pay S.05 per cent. By 
making employers pay more, 
the Government aimed to wipe 
out the shortfall over 40 years. 

But that calculation was 
based on the actuary’s J 9S6 re- 
view. Since then, as Sir John has 
confirmed, the number retiring 
cariv has soared, so that the 


contributions from employers 
will have to rise further. ’’The 
Department expects that the re- 
view ... will indicate Lhat the 
deficit on the scheme has 
grown. This will lead to a sub^ 
staniial increase in employers' 
contributions if the policy on 
early retirements remains un- 
changed," Sir John warned. 

He is heavily critical of the 
Department for Education for 
claiming not to know why so 
many teachers are retiring and 
for reviewing the cost to the tax- 
payer only at five year intervals. 


“1 view with some concern the 
financial strains placed on the 
Teachers' Superannuation 
Scheme as a consequence of the 
increasingly high level of early 
retirements, particularly since 
the Department are not clear as 
to the underlying causes for this. 
I am also nmeerned at the 
delay in completing, the actuarial 
review of the Scheme". 

Sir John said that it was not 
fair to ask the employers to 
contribute more to relieve a bur- 
den which should have been 
foreseen sooner. 


Cossack adventure: Horsewoman tangles with bureaucracy at Harwich after 2,500 trek 
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Horsewoman 
rides in to glory 


CLARE GARNER 

They say the last part is always 
the hardest. For the intrepid 
British horse breeder, who 
trekked 2500 miles across east- 
ern Europe on horseback, this 
was not far from the truth. 

As Barbara Whittomc, 48, 
tried to disembark from the 
Harwich ferry in Essex at dawn 
yesterday with the three Cossack 
endurance horses she had 
bought for breeding from a 
small village in Russia, it was 
dear that her battle with bu- 
reaucracy was not yet won. 

Clutching a bunch of flowers 
in one hand and a mobile phone 
in the other, her husband, GDes 
Whittome, 58, -paced nervously 
up and down trying to placate the 
gathered photographers. Of his 


wife, who he had seen for just half 
a day in the last six months, he 
said "She is stuck somewhere be- 
tween freight and customs." 

An hour later Mrs Whittome 
emerged, read}’ to field ques- 
tions. Why did she do it? "Why 
mu? Horses are a form of trans- 
port - 1 wasn't in a hurry," she 
replied. Her husband, glowing 
in reflected glory, said: Tra so 
proud of her. I don’t know any- 
one else who could do it." 

Mrs Whittome had set her 
heart on jumping straight buck 
into the saddle for the last 60 
miles home to Denston, Suffolk. 
But the combination of bu- 
reaucrats and reporters meant 
she had to leave the port by car. 

Her horses - Pompeii, a 
palomino stallion. Malishka, a 
grey mare, and Masha, a dark 



Ashby denies 

eyeing up men 
in gay pub 


Journey's end: Barbara Whittome (left, on Masha) is met by her husband, Giles, yesterday 


bay marc - which according to 
her husband had cost her 
“peanuts ... below meat value", 
were driven off separately. 

This was by no means the first 
time Mrs Whittome had had to 
compromise since she set out 
from Volgograd in June. 

In Sweden two weeks ago, pa- 


perwork problems over entering 
the European Union forced 
her “rather ignominious!^" to 
box up the horses and drive to 
the Hook of Holland instead of 
riding. Yesterday she admitted 
“It’s a bit disappointing but I 
think we've proved our point." 

Mrs Whittome refused to 


isberplj 

»,'TUna 


saying, "Hi have to think about 
iL I have to resume normal life 
first." But her husband, who 
funded the £45,000 trip from the 
sale of his collection of classic 
cars and antique guns, feared it 
would not be long before she 
was off again. 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


A more immediate plan is to 
turn Mrs Whittomc's nightly 
jottings into a travelogue, named 
Bandits and Bureaucrats after the 
most prominent features of her 
trip. Serialisation rights could go 
some way towards recouping the 
cost of the Russian trip and fund- 
ing the next 


REBECCA FOWLER 

David Ashby, the Toiy MP, 
denied he frequented one of 
London’s "oldest, best known 
gay pubs" yesterday in the High 
CburL Mr Ashby, who denies he 
is a homosexual, was giving ev- 
idence in the sixth day of tus li- 
bel reise against the Sunday 
Times and Andrew Neil, the for- 
mer editor. 

According to Richard Hart- 
ley, QC for the Sumiav Times. 
Mr Ashby was spotted in the 
Queens Head pub in Chelsea by 
.Andrew Pierce, a Tunes jour- 
nalist. He described seeing Mr 
Ashby in December 1 99J wear- 
ing an anorak, and wandering 
around the pub “looking at 
younger men". 

“It's a friendly pub, with 
copies of gay magazines in the 
bar ... a place where men go 
with male partners or to pick up 
male partners, you see men 
holding hands," Mr Hartley 
said. “You only have to order a 
drink to see the bar staff are ob- 
viously gay-" 

Mr Ashby, MP for Leices- 
tershire North West, denied he 
was in the pub and insisted he 
was at his Ravensione con- 
stituency home for the weekend. 
Mr Ashby said he had visited the 
pub on two occasions but was 
unaware it was gay. He added: 
"Chelsea is a weird area. There 
are lots of weird people." 

Wien Mr Ashby attended a 
cocktail party a month ago to 
launch a book entitled Great 
Partiameniarv Scandals, in which 


he featured following the Sun- 
day Times articles that alleged 
he slept with a man in Goa, he 
met Mr Pierce, assistant editor 
of the book, for the first time."! 
walked up to him and called him 
a liar," Mr Ashby said. 

He also produced the sleep- 
ing contraption that aids his 
sleep and tried it on in front of 
the jury. It consisted of a tight 
fitting cap attached to a nose- 
piece, connected to a tube that 
blasts air into his nostrils. Mr 
Ashby's lawyers said his impo- 
tence and the need for the 
sleeping aid make homosexual 
relations less likely. 

Mr Ashby's House of Com- 
mons expenses claims were 
also produced in court, includ- 
ing entries for the Leicestershire 
trip ou the weekend he was al- 
leged to have visited the Queens 
Head. But Mr Hartley pro- 
duced expenses claims from 
Mr Ashby on behalf of Sflvana 
Ashby, his wife, who acted as his 
parliamentary secretary. They 
included claims for faerjourney 
to Leicestershire on a weekend 
it emerged she had travelled to 
Berlin on an arts trip. 

Mr Ashby said expenses had 
to be completed a month after 
the event, which meant dates 
could be confused. 

The Sunday Times accused 
Mr Ashby of being a hypocrite 
about his homosexual relations. 
He denied that he slept with Dr 
Ciarian Kilduff, a doctor, when 
he left his wife, although they 
shared a bed on a trip to France. 
The case continues. 
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The misery of IBS. 
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Waldegrave targets quangos for more cuts 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 


The Government launched a 
drive yesterday to cot the a um- 
ber and running costs of quan- 
gos in the wake of “Draconian*’ 
cuts in civil service bureaucra- 
cy announced in the Budget. 

W illiam Waldegrave, Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, said 
that quangos were his next tar- 
get In Tuesday’s Budget, the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarice, 


announced a 5 per cent cut over 
the next three years in White- 
hall’s £15bn running costs, 
amounting to a 12 per cent cut 
taking into account inflation. 

Mr V&ldegjrave said; “There 
is a huge fringe of non -depart- 
mental public bodies sur- 
rounding government, some of 
which have managed to escape 
from similar levels of pressure, 
because they are seif-finaoced. 
They don’t for example identi- 
fy their running cost bureau- 


cracies in the way that central 
government does." 

He named one quango in bis 
sights. “There are some very big 
animals out there - like the 
Health and Safety Executive." 

The HSE has an annual bud- 
get of around £230m, of which 
about £40m is self-financed, 
partly raised from licence 
charges. But a source in the 
HSE said yesterday: “tVfe cer- 
tainly have not been immune 
from cost-cutting pressures.” 


Mr Waldegrave said he want- 
ed to see cuts in the running 


costs of quangos, which he 
estimated at £10-12bn a year, to 
inat<^ the 12 per rent ical-terms 
cuts in Whitehall 
He told a Treasury news con- 
ference; "The Government has 
already had considerable suc- 
cess in reducing the number of 
quangos and improving the 
efficiency of those that remain. 
But we intend to make further 
efforts." 


He announced a review of 
controls of admimstiation costs, 
of the scope for further cutting 
the numbers of quangos and of 
ways to monitor now they 
achieve their objectives. 

. The Labour Party accused 


it was the Tories who initiated 
the proliferation of the quango 
state, frittering money away on 

1 —t fiaixr IfHJCtS and 


a huge growth in the number of 
unaccountable and unelected 
bodies, such as NHS trusts. 
Andrew Smith, Labour’s Trea- 
sury spokesman, said yesterday: 
. “It most not be forgotten that 


tteearaers’- But needless to ay 
these measures do not go far 

enough.” 

The initiative follows the 
three-year cut m Whitehall run- 
ning costs, condemned as *T^ra- 

coruan and devastating” by civu 
service unions. The cut fol- 
lowed two years in which the 


cash spending on 
was frozen. It was this measure 
which Peter Lilley, Secretary at 
State for Social Seeunfy, sad 
**01 s me with despair" in a 
leaked letter during the spend- 
ing negotiations. 

Mr LOiey, speaking on BBC 
Radio’s Toc&fyprograniineyes- 
ierday, said; “Ws managed to 
reach a sensible settlement with 
- mralW onm? to ell- 


MrWhkJegrave defendedthe 
overall ait in running orets. 


WELFARE REFORM 


Unemployed 
must work 
for benefits 
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that was my main concern. 

arts funding 


Use of lottery 
cash may be 
extended 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


In a decisive break with 
fundamental principles of 
Britain’s welfare system, the 
Government is to introduce a 
compulsory workfare-style 
scheme, under which the un- 
employed are required to work 
for their benefits. 

Ministers yesterday set out 
the details of a £12m pilot 
programme, in which the 
long-term unemployed will be 
obliged to participate or lose 
payments from the state. 

Explaining a statement by the 
Chancellor in bis Budget 
speech, Eric Forth, Minister of 
State at the Department of 
Education and Employment, 
said taxpayers expected some- 
thing in return for providing 
programmes for the jobless. 

“Most long-term unem- 
ployed want to get back to 
work and will value the help the 
scheme gives. Some, however, 
may have no intention of 
finding work,” Mr Forth said. 
He argued that the jobless were 
often at a disadvantage be- 
cause they lacked motivation or 
confidence. 

In the two trial schemes, in 
areas to be announced, all those 
aged between 18 and SO who 
have been out of work for two 
years or more wfll be told to 
report for the “Project Work” 
programme. 

For the first 13 weeks of the 
scheme they will be offered 
advice on how get bade into the 
labour market with training for 
some dairaanls and work trials 
for others. 

Thereafter they will be ex- 
pected to obtain work experi- 
ence in jobs provided by 
voluntary organisations, chari- 
ties and private sector training 
companies, typically involving 
decorating, construction and 
gardening work. 


The department says: “Re- 
fusal to attend the mandatory 
work experience programme 
will lead to loss of benefit” 
Under principles laid oat in the 
Jobseekers' Allowance legisla- 
tion, “vulnerable” defaulters, 
with family responsibilities or a 
degree of disability, will re- 
ceive hardship payments of 40 
per cent of their benefits and in 
some cases just 20 per cent 
On the first occasion an 
“able-bodied” person refuses to 
attend the work experience 
course, he or she wfll forfeit two 
weeks’ benefit and on the sec- 
ond and subsequent occasions 
they wiD lose four weeks' mon- 
ey. If they refuse to have any- 
thing to do with the programme 
they will receive no benefit 
whatsoever. Mr Forth said: “I 
believe taxpayers who fund 
Britain's generous benefit as- 
tern would expect nothing less.” 
The Department of Educa- 
tion and Employment denied 
that the two new pOot pro- 
grammes, exported to cover 
about 6,000 claimants, consti- 
tuted “workfare” in the Amer- 
ican sense, as the Government 
(fid not provide the work. 

However, Paul Conveiy, of 
the Unemployment Unit 


DAVID USTER 

Arts Correspondent 



Lottery money may be used to 
commission new plays for the- 
atres under a deal to be put to 
the Secretary of State for Na- 
tional Heritage, Virginia Bot- 
tom! ey. 

Under current legislation lot- 
tery money can only go to- 
wards capital assets such as 
new buildings. 

But Lord Gowrie, the chair- 
man of the Arts Councfl. alms 
to persuade Mrs Bottomley 
that a new play is a new creation 
jost iflrp a new building and thus 
a “tangible asset”. 

The two wfll be meeting next 

week, and sources at both the 
Arts Council and the Depart- 
ment of National Heritage say 
the pair are determined to daw 
back some money for the arts 
after (he disappointing 3 per 
cent cut in the grant for the de- 
partment from the Treasury, and 


Gowrie to postpone the allo- 
cation of their grants. 

In a fierce reaction to the 
£5m cash cut. Lord Gowrie, 
himse lf a former Conservative 
Cabinet minister, has refused to 
make the annual grant alloca- 
tions in December as planned. 

Calling the treatment of the 
arts “damaging and irrational”, 
he said the coancfl would not al- 
locate grants for next April un- 
til at least the end of January. 

He added: “We share the 
Secretary of State's commit- 
ment to people as well as budd- 
ings. We shall be looking for her 


Mrs Bottomley’s subsequent 
£5m cadi cut for the Arts COun- 


pressure group, said the only 
difference was that the work 


difference was that the work 
was farmed out to private 
training companies or voluntary 
organisations or charities. 

“The Government has 
inched cautiously and with 
some subdefy towards com- 
pulsion. This is a decisive and 
very dear step towards a com- 
prehensive workfare system.” 

Mindful that Labour is 
considering an element of 
compulsion for the unem- 
ployed, Michael Meacher, the 
parly’s employment spokesman, 
said it was necessary to 
ensure qualify. Any pfogramme 
should offer proper training 
and a “throughput to jobs”. 





Punch line: Kenneth Clarke being interviewed yesterday for ‘Today’ on Radio Four 


£5m cadi cut for the Arts Coun- 
cfl. 

An Arts Council spokes- 
woman said Lord Gowrie had 
been examining the lottery leg- 
islation and had found certain 
areas “at the edges" where 
there was scope for flexibility. 

Mrs Bottomley said yester- 
day; “We both want to find a 
way forward, to find an ac- 
commodation.” 

Using lottery money for com- 
missioning new work -it could 
apply to operas and symphonies 
as well as plays- would delight 
the arts world, but would cer- 
tainly cause hostile comment 
from those who already see lot- 
toy money as being used for 6H- 
tist and minority tastes. 

Meanwhile theatres, opera 
bouses and other Arts Councfl 
clients have had their planning 
thrown into confusion by an un- 
Photograph: Stefan Rousseau/RA precedeuted move by Lord 



Lord Gowrie: Seeking to 
recoup money lost to arts 


to work with us to translate this 
into practice over the next few 
weeks.” 

Mis Bottomley is understood 
to have been privately upset by 
the Treasury’s parsimony to the 
arts, which suffered nearly a 3 
per cent cut, and yesterday she 
continued to blur the important 
distinction between govern- 
ment grant and lottery money, 
saying: “Lottery money is ad- 
ditional to government spend- 
ing ... but almost uniquely this 
department has had an extra 
funding source." 


HOUSING BENEFIT 


UB DEM VIEW 


Lilley defends cut in payments to young 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


200,000 young people Irving in 


Cuts in housing benefit for the 
under-25s, a renewed drive 
against fraud and a move that 
wfll double to £20 a week the 
amount charities and others 
can pay to people on means- 
tested benefits without their 
benefit being cut, were detailed 
yesterday by Peter Lilley, Sec- 
retary of State for Social 
Security. 

The housing benefit change 
potentially affects nearly 


privately rented homes, saving 
£100m over the next year. 


£100m over the next year. 

From October next year, 
the rent they can claim will 
be limi ted to the average 
for shared accommodation - 
removing their ability to five 
in even a one-bedroom flat 
unless they make up a differ- 
ence in rent that could amount 
to £30 a week or more. 

In addition, housing benefit 
is to be paid in arrears, not in 
advance, while the amounts 
young people living at home are 


expected to contribute to bous- 
ing costs where their parents are 
on benefit is to rise by more 
than the rate of inflation 
The measures were attacked 
as “a double whammy” with 
“malign consequences” by Chris 
Smith, Labour's soda! security 
spokesman. They would en- 
courage families to remove 
adult cbfldrea from their homes 
- and then force young people 
into shared accommodation. 
“And this." he said, “is from the 
party that is in favour of keep- 
ing families together.” 


Mr Lilley. however, argued 
that the present system let peo- 
ple on benefit live in better ac- 
commodation than some in 
work could afford. It would dis- 
courage people from leaving 
home and reduce the attraction 
of moving to seaside resorts. 

The measure is one that will 
contribute to a further £500w 
saving in social security spend- 
ing next year and £lbn the year 
after, the biggest single savings 
coming from restrictions to asy- 
lum seekers' benefit and the bat- 
tle against fraud. 


Labour would oppose, the 
asylum seekers’ changes, Mr 
Smith announced, attacking 
the reforms as “inhumane and 
unjust”. Under the package, 
which will save £l70m ibis year, 
benefits will only be paid to 30 
per cent of asylum seekers who 
declare themselves to be 
refugees on entry to the UK, 
and those who lose their claim 
wfll lose entitlement to benefit 


while they pursue an appeal. 
Mr Lilley is also going ahea 


Mr Lilley is also going ahead 
with changes which wfll force 
more people on industrial 


injuries benefits to transfer to 
pensions cm retirement age, 
rather than keeping a reduced 
earnings allowance. But some 
of the biggest savings next year 
- another £IZ0m - are expect- 
ed to come from more new 
claimants, around one-third, 
receiving a home visit when they 
first claim and from a new 
computer system which will 
check housing benefit claims 
across local authorities - a 
move aimed at preventing the 
multiple claims which form a 
key element of landlord fraud. 


Ashdown hits 
at Labour 
move on tax 


RURfCM WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 


Economic forecasts 


New spending plans 
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Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, lambasted as 
“pathetic” Labour’s intention to 
abstain on next Tuesday's vote 
on the lp cut in income tax. 

The Liberal Democrats re- 
newed their pledge to vote 
against the reduction as a 
protest against the £878m allo- 
cation in the Budget for schools, 
which many believe will not al- 
low them to reverse last year’s 
increased class sixes and 
teaching job losses. While the 
impact of the schools' settle- 
ment cannot be judged until to- 
day’s announcement of council 
budgets, Mr Ashdown said: 
“People will be asked to pay 
through their councfl tax for 
their income tax cuts." 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
said that one of the subtexts of 
the Budget was to shift the 
blame for spending concerns 
away from centra] government 

and on to Labour and Liberal 
Democrat-controlled local 
councils. He predicted that 
Labour would face a storm of 
protests from local councillors. 

The cap on council spending 
could be eased in today’s anh 
nouncement, but moves to 
spend more on education could 
see council tax bills rise or oth- 
er councfl services suffer. There 
is a further question mark over 
whether the Government will 
fully fund this year’s teachers’ 


pay settlement, an issue that will 
not be settled until February. 

Challenging Labour to vote 
for the lp cut to be used for ed- 
ucation and training, Mr Ash- 
down said; “The plain truth is 
ibal unless we improve Britain's 
level of education and skills, 
then we will not have an eco- 
nomic future. If Labour wfll not 
vote to put education first in op- 
position, how can the country 
trust them to do so in 
government?” 

A sizeable proportion of 
Labour MPs in the Campaign 
Group and other left-wingers 
are expected to defy the party 
whip and vote against the cut. 

There was also private recog- 
nition in mainstream Labour 
drdes yesterday that Mr 
Clarke’s^ Budget, which helped 
the floating middle-income vot- 
er, could cause problems for 
Labour in next May’s local 
elections. By that time, electors 
will be feeling the benefits of the 
Budget in their pay packets 
while Tory activists will be 
preparing to campaign over 
higher council taxes. 

Iq a speech to the Ge rman . 
British Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce yesterday, Mr Ash- 
down denounced the Budget as 
“irresponsible" because Gov- 
ernment borrowing was still to 
high and way above last year’s 
forecasts. He said: “The Bud- 
get arithmetic depends on a 

growth level most people doubt 

we can achieve.” 



“111656 saving- — 

services. The Citizen s Waiter 
has drown that standards can 
rise with lower coste. 

arc also dying to abol- 
ish bureaucracy wherever we 
can. There are now 506,000 civ- 
il servants - fewer than at any 
time since the war. The reduc- 
tions in running costs should 

help bring the numbers well be- 
low 500,000 next year ” herald. 
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Cutting edge: Twyford Down shows the scars of the Government’s abandoned drive to expand the road infrastructure Photograph: Brian Harris 


TRANSPORT POLICY 

Motor lobby attacks 
cuts as road to ruin 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The road lobby is demanding a 
parliamentary inquiry into how 
the road-building programme 
was slashed in a review slipped 
through in the Budget One lob- 
byist described it as "the worst 
day for Britain’s infrastructure 
since the Romans left'’. 

Edmund King, the RAC’s 
campaigns' manager, who yes- 
terday conducted a detailed 
analysis of the cuts, said: “We 
cannot understand how the 
Chancellor could claim in his 
speech that the £50Dxn Private 
Finance Initiative meant good 
news for the roads' programme. 
In fact. 77 schemes, or 40 per 
cent of the total, have been cut 
and a further 40 out of the re- 
maining 107 schemes have 
actually been put on hold." 

Mr King suggested that the 
40 schemes on hold represent- 


ed another hidden cut, since 
work on them would not start 
for several years. Only eight 
road schemes would be started 
between now and April 1997; 
two of these involve contracts 
on the A12-M11 link road 
where work has already started, 
and another is the A34 Newbury 
bypass. 

Mr King said he wanted the 
Commons transport committee 
to launch an inquiry. “Although 
the department claims that var- 
ious factors such as the envi- 
ronment and local support were 
‘taken into account’, many pop- 
ular bypasses, which are com- 
pletely uncontroversial, have 
been permanently axed. There 
seems to have been no proper 
criteria in carrying out this so- 
called review." 

Of the 77 schemes dropped, 
22 are bypasses which ministers 
have previously said are a pri- 
ority. Other major casualties in- 


clude several widening schemes 
on the M2S and one on the M 1. 

James Hookham, head of 
transport policy at the Freight 
Transport Association, said that 
the Budget announcement was 
“the end of conventional road 
building as we know iL Tuesday 
was the worst day for Britain's 
infrastructure since the Ro- 
mans left." 

There are now 37 schemes, 
including 25 worth £5 00m an- 
nounced by the Chancellor in 
the Design. Finance. Build and 
Operate programme, in which 
private finance is sought to 
build roads. 

However, the road lobby ar- 
gues this scheme is untested and 
is paid for by the taxpayer in the 
long run Chrough "shadow” 
tolls, the contractor receiving a 
fee for every vehicle using The 
road. "It’s just a way of getting 
roads on the never-never." Mr 
King said. 


PRIVATE FINANCE INITIATIVE 

Ministers 
prepare for 
project bids 
worth £14bn 

NICHOLAS TIMMINS and run prisons at Bridgend, 

• Public Policy Editor South Wales, and Fazakerlcy, 

Merseyside, agreed earlier this 
Details of the £14bn worth of year at a capital cost of £5Um 
private finance contracts which each. A £5 00m redevelopment 
the Government hopes to have of Home Office radio comrau- 
in place in little more than nicalions tops »Ls list, 
three years’ time were released Education projects include a 

yesterday as ministers moved to £100m new university for the 
meet criticism that the initiative Guys/St Thomas’s and King’s 
has produced delays in capital medical school in London, and 
projects and unacceptable bid- a £20m rebuild of Pimlico 
ding costs for the private sector, school Westminster, part of 
. The schemes, if approved. 12 education department pro- 
wiH commit the Government to jects worth an estimated £291m. 
billions of pounds more in rev- Transport includes 20 projects 
enue expenditure in future worth an estimated £4bn. dom- 
years, with the running cost of inalcd by the £2-7bn Channel 
an average project crudely es- Tunnel rail link, 
li mated by the Treasury to be In some areas, the initiative 

between two and four times the marks a watershed - with the 
capital cost. private sector running prisons. 

Id total, according to Sir for example, in the NHS, the 
Christopher Bland, chairman of announcement of the £35m 
the Government's Private Fi- South Buckinghamshire NHS 
nance ftrnel, well ewer 1.000 po- Trust rebuild is a crucial step 
tentiai schemes worth £25bn down the road that could lead 
have now been identified - not lo the NHS becoming solely a 
all of whieh will come lo purchaser of health care which 
fruition. Bui while the private would largely be provided by the 
sector will find that cash, the private sector. 

Although Stephen Dorrcll, 
the Secretary of State for 
Health, has said that staff di- 
rectly employed by NHS Trusts 
will continue to provide direct 
patient care in the “over- 
whelming majority" of cases, the 
dividing line between clinical 
and non-ctinical care is not al- 
ways clear cut. In addition, 
health authorities are already, 
on a small scale, letting NHS 
contracts to private hospitals. 

Despite the massive sums 
potentially involved, the time 
scale of building means the 
Treasury expects actual private 
.spending lo run ooly at £600m 
this year, rising to £2.8bn by 
1998-99 - while the Govern- 
ment’s own capital spending will 
fall away from almost £21 bn last 
year to just over £19bn, leaving 

Michael Jack: Guidance government-sponsored capital j 

issued for tender process spending broadly level. The 

— — — — revenue consequences for gov- 

revenuc costs of the services eminent will be felt later as it ! 
bought -from hospital buildings buys in the services provided. | 
to private prisons and much else The key difference is that 

-could total between £40hn and “the public sector no longer sim- 
£60bn over their lifetime, ac- pty signs a contract lo huy a 
cording to the Treasury. prison, a train, or a computer 

To underline the Govern- system", Mr Jack said. Instead 
ment’s determination to drive "it pays lo have specific services 
the initiative through, Michael at guaranteed levels of peril br- 
Jack, Financial Secretary to mance over 20 or 30 years". In 
the Treasury, issued guidance the case of the £400m London 
slating that no more than three Underground train deal, for 
or four bidders should be invited example, the contract specifies 
(o tender for projects which a level of reliability four times 
range from roads and schools, better than for existing fleets, 
to prisons and hospitals. Mr Jack rejected criticism 

And between 5,000 and that the Treasury is simply buy- 
10,000 civil servants are to be ing capital projects and services 
■ trained over the next IS months “on tick”, building up public 
in how to make the initiative spending problems for the fu- 
worfc. ture. The schemes were not fi- 

Sh Christopher's list includes nandal leases, be sai d. Th ey 
153 “A" priority projects with a were about government procur- 
es pita! value of almost £95bn, ing services to defined outputs, 
which he said could be signed with the private sector using its 
bv the end of 1996-97. A further expertise to deliver them in the 
1*286 projects worth £17_5bn - mast cost-effective way possible, 
have been identified, he said. The diverse nature of the 
which were “there to shoot at”, contracts means break pofots- 
Priority projects include a and therefore the publicsector’s 
new £l40m Norfolk and Nor- long-term commitment to them 
• wich hospital to be built on a ; varies. For instance, th e No ith- 
green-field site, an £80m ratio- era line tube-train contract is 
nalisation in Bromley and a initially for 20 years when the 
£180m new hospital in Edin- trams have an expected bfe of 
burgh all part of 23 NHS 36 years. In the case of prisons 

schemes worth almost £750m. and roads, the assets transfer to 
Home Office projects in- tbe.public sector at the end of 
dude the privately financed the contract. 




The United States has the largest nuclear 
industry in the wurld, but even the Americans 
sometimes need help 

Oak Ridge, Savannah River and Rocky Flats 
may sound like sites from the old Wild West, but 
tbcv’rc actually nuclear sires that need cleaning 
up. In these places and at the US Department of 
Energy’s site at Hanford, Washington, a BNFL 
subsidiary company is engaged in a major waste 
mana gement and restoration programme. 

We are building the world's most advanced 


the managing operator of the Rocky Flats 
Environmental Technology site near Denver, 
Colorado. In Russia and other nations of the old 
Soviet Union. BNFL experts have provided 
training courses in nuclear safety. 

We also have technology which could help 
Russia dismantle her nuclear warheads and recycle 
the uranium and plutonium for peaceful use in 
nuclear power plants. 

Recycling is yet another area of expertise 
where BNFL leads the world. When a reactor load 


in Japan, where people see the value of a fuel that 
can be used over and over again. 

In fact, as well as being one of the many 
countries using our Thorp reprocessing facility at 
Sellafield, the Japanese have also asked BNFL to 
help design a reprocessing plant of their own. 

All over xbc world, our eapeits apply experience 
gained in the course of their everyday work at 
BNFL, to a staggering variety of projects. 

We are experts in (among other things and in 
no particular order), advanced robotics, corrosion 


flask design and shipping, nuclear fuel design, 
uranium enrichment and precision engineering. 

With scientists from all over the world 
constantly coming to us for advice, we've even been 
referred in as ‘BNFL University! 

To find out more about what we do and how 
we do it, come and see us at the Sellafield Visitors 
Centre in Cumbria. . . 

Or for further information, please write to: 
Corporate Communications, BNFL, Rislcy, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 6AS. 


facility to recover and re-usc metal contaminated 
with radioactivity, setting new standards within 
die United States nuclear industry. 

Our biggest contract to date came when the 
team, of which we arc a member, was named 


of fuel has come to the end of its useful life, it 
shouldn’t simply be disposed of as waste when 
97% of the fuel can be turned back into dean 
uranium and plutonium fur rc-usv. 

This process has proven of particular interest 


detection and proofing, virtual reality, lasers, 
chemical engineering, vitrification, nuclear fuel 
reprocessing, distributed data processing, high level 
programming, heavy engineering, safety systems, 
transportation of nuclear materials, transport 









INHERITANCE TAX 
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Careless’ changes make life worth living 


STEVE LODGE 


The timescale of the Budget 
move to increase the inheritance 
tax threshold was yesterday 
branded as “carelessness" rem- 
iniscent of the government 
clam pd own on “fat-cat" share 
options earlier this year. 

Tax and financial planning 
experts also questioned whether 
this and another change aimed 
at helping the savers of '‘mid- 
dle Britain" would hit their 
mark. 

“One thing we're all up in 
arms about is that the increase 
doesn't come in until April, " 
Tim Jones, senior manager at 
accountants Binder Hamlyn, 
said. 

The Budget proposed to in- 
crease the inheritance tax 
threshold by 30 per cent so that 
estates of less than £200.000 
would be free of the tax. which 
biles at 40 per cent on anything 
over the threshold. Until April 
the tax-free limit will stay at the 
current £154,000. The change 
will offer a tax saving of £18,400 
to all estates over £200,000. 

"Basically it’s hard luck if you 
die between now and April," Mr 
Jones said. “This move betrays 
a certain carelessness, like that 
on share options [when moves 
to hit “fat cats" also impacted 
on low-paid supermarket check- 
out workers}. It is the winter. 
There could be quite a cull if 
there was a flu epidemic." 

The Treasure said that the 


changes to the threshold level 
were planned for April because 
that is when the tax year 
changes and that is the date for 
implementation of most of the 
Budget changes. It said the de- 
tail of the proposal would not 
be published until the new year, 
as part of the Finance Bill to 
bring the Budget into law. 

Mr Jones added that an in- 
crease to £200.000 in the tax- 
free limit “was not as dramatic 
as it first looked. This helps the 
rich, but it’s not an awful lot of 
help for middle England.” 

A parent’s house is counted 
in the estate rewards this limit 
as weD as other assets. “This still 
leaves a lot of families with 
houses in Lhe [inheritance tax} 
net,’* Dawn Nicholson, private 
client tax panner al accountants 
Ernst & Young, said. 

Ms Nicholson said that while 
people might call inheritance tax 
avoidable, it was only possible 
to escape the tax net to the ex- 
tent that Individuals could give 
away assets seven years before 
death. But parents giving the 
famil y home to children was not 
tax-efficient if any parent con- 
tinue to live in it. 

However, Ms Nicholson not- 
ed the Chancellor's comment 
that the increase would take 
7,500 estates a year out of the 
inheritance tax net and that a 
separate measure to exempt un- 
quoted investments from in- 
heritance tax would help family 
businesses. 


HEALTH COVER 


Exemption for 
loan insurance 
helps millions 


NIC CICUTT1 


More than 10 million people 
who insure against sickness or 
unemployment when taking out 
personal loans are not to be 
taxed on the benefits they re- 
ceive, the Inland Revenue has 
announced. 

The reprieve was part of the 
Chancellor’s Budget statement 
on Tuesday and followed a bit- 
ter political row in May, when 
Kenneth Clarke was' forced 
into a humiliating retreat on 
mortgage prelection cover, only 
to discover that some of his of- 
ficials were still separately aim- 
ing to tax loan insurance. 

Had their plans taken effect, 
policy holders who lost their jobs 
would have found shortfalls of 
up to 25 per cent in the cover 
they thought they had taken out 
with insurers. 

Mr Clarke’s retreat from tax- 
ing benefits was welcomed yes- 
terday by Pinnacle Insurance, 
one of the top providers in this 
field: “We think it is right that 
the Government should have 
confirmed a position that had 
applied in principle since the 
confusion that took place in 
May," a spokesman said. 

“Ending the uncertainty 
means that more people will be 
prepared to protect themselves, 
which is what this Government 
has been encouraging ...” 

Total annual premiums paid 
for loan protection cover are 
about £lbn. Cover for a £5,000 
loan costs between £15 and 
£20 a month, with up to half of 
all borrowers choosing to take 
it ouL 


Pay-outs are triggered when 
a person is still not working 30 
to 60 days after becoming un- 
employed. 

As an additional boost to 
about 135 million policy hold- 
ers, the Government also an- 
nounced that permanent health 
insurance (PHI.) pay-outs will 
not be taxed when people be- 
come unemployed as a result of 
illness. 

Until now benefits, which 
replace wages lost when a per- 
son becomes permanently ui or 
disabled, were taxed after the 
first 12 months. 

The tax relief on PHI follows 
a decision earlier this year by the 
Department of Social Security 
to replace invalidity benefits 
with a new category of inca- 
pacity benefits. Critics have ar- 
gued that the move, which took 
place in April, was aimed al 
denying benefits to some 
400,000 disabled claimants. 

Insurance companies said 
yesterday the decision means 
that from April next year basic 
rate taxpayers would receive an 
extra boost to their PHI policies 
of between 20 and 30 per cent 
after 12 months. Alternatively 
the cost of premiums would fall 
by the same amount. Savings 
would be greater for higher rale 
taxpayers. 

Graham Dark, deputy actu- 
ary at Swiss Re. which sells PHI 
cover said: “In many ways, this 
is 3 reflection of the Chancel- 
lor's announcement in the Bud- 
get of a partnership between the 
state and the insurance indus- 
try ... We hope this will give a 
major boost to the market.” 


FAMILY BUSINESSES 


Concession greeted 
as spur to growth 


ROGER TRAPP 


The Chancellor's decision to 
exempt minority shareholdings 
in family businesses from 
inherits are tax was yesterday 
hailed as a significant contri- 
bution towards the Govern- 
ment's declared aim of 
promoting enterprise. 

Peter Leach, chairman of 
the centre for family business 
al accountants BDO Stpy Hay- 
ward, said it meant that there 
were no longer any "blockages 
to passing on wealth". 

He predicted that the mea- 
sure, which could affect thou- 
sands of people when it comes 
into force from 6 April 1996, 
would work in two main ways. 
Fust, it would encourage '‘inter- 
generational” share transfers, 
which have traditionally not 
been as popular in Britain as in 
the United States, Germany 
and elsewhere, and so stimulate 
the creation of long-lasting 
companies. Second, because 
shareholders would no longer 
be inclined to downplay the val- 
ue of the slakes for fear of cre- 
ating a tax liability, it would 


encourage more active trading 
of them. 

Ian Peters, head of small 
business services at National 
Westminster Bank, also wel- 
comed the measure, pointing 
out that research carried out by 
the bank in the summer found 
that one-third of owner-man- 
agers intended to sell their 
businesses, with the inheritance 
tax position a prime consider- 
ation. 

The parallel measure of 
reducing the qualifying age for 
capital gains tax retirement re- 
lief from 55 to 50 is also being 
seen as an important move. 

Not only does it take account 
of the trend for people to cease 
working earlier than in previous 
generations, it also provides 
an environment in which an 
entrepreneur can build up a 
business over 10 years and then 
use the proceeds of selling it to 
set up another, so promoting en- 
terprise while rewarding it This 
might stimulate the growing 
market for "business angels", or 
private individuals who typically 
invest tens of thousands of 
pounds in private companies. 


The exemption could also 
boost investment interest in 
companies quoted on Lhe new 
Aim stock market and the 
Enterprise Investment Scheme, 
a high-risk successor to the 
previously-abolished Business 
Expansion Scheme. 

A number of financial advis- 
ers also noted that the benefit 
of the cut in tax on savings to 
20 per cent would only be mar- 
ginal for most retired people - 
those the Chancellor suggested 
he was targeting in the savings' 
aspects of his Budget. 

While basic-rate taxpayers 
stand to benefit from the cut in 
tax on interest from savings, “90 
per cent of the [retired] popu- 
lation gel 90 per cent of their 
income from pensions”, Mr 
Jones said . Pensions continue 
to be taxed at 25 per cent for ba- 
sic-rate taxpayers. Higher rate 
taxpayers do not benefit from 
the Budget savings tax cut - they 
will still pay 40 per cent tax. 

For higher rate tax-paying 
pensioners the move was “no 
good”. Mr Jones said to “real- 
ly benefit" a retired couple 
might need invested assets of 
£tm. In that case they might be 
able to gel another £1,000 each 
out of the tax change. But that 
will only help a minority with 
substantial income-producing 
assets they could “juggle”. 

*And for the tmder-45&. with 
negative equity, struggling with 
a family, there’s little in the 
change [for them],” he said. 




Cold comfort Few pensioners will benefit from the cut in tax on savings while inheritance changes are delayed to April Photograph. David Rose 
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Peace in Bosnia: The Dayton agreement talks of a united city, but rebels threaten a mass exodus from Muslim control 

Serbs get ready 
to quit Sarajevo 


EMMA DAUT 

llidza. near Sarajevo 

Safely guarantees from ihe 
Bosnian govcmmem have dune 
little to calm the fears of some 
50.000 Serbs I King in four sub* 
urbs of Sarajevo due to return 
to government rule under the 
Dayton peace plan. But nor 
have they inspired much 
thought of rebellion: the option 
of flight is favoured over fight 
in llidza. west of ihe capiiui! 

Some 3,000 to 4,000 sepa- 
ratist Serbs gathered in the 
suburb yesterday to demand 
that the world rewrite the peace 
deal. “Sarajevo is Serb." they 
cried. “We will never leave." But 
despite the banners - "Good 
fences make good friends" was 
the strangest - ihe writing is on 
ihe wall, and the people of 
llidza know it. 

On Tuesday. President Alija 
Izeibeguvic assured women and 
children they would be safe un- 
der his control, but did not ex- 
tend the guarantee to their 
men -and in llidza. every man 
Ls a soldier. The Serb leadership 
is stoking such fears, warning of 
a “second Beirut" if the city is 
not divided. 

Yesterday the Bosnian For- 
eign Minister. Muhamcd Sacir- 
hey, tried again: “All civilians 


within a united Sarajcvu ... 
will have their safety guaranteed 
hv nur g» item men l" he said. 
"We will not engage in trying to 
find out who has been a soldier 
and who was not. Of course 
there will be criminal respon- 
sibilities for those who engaged 
in war crimes.” 

But who is to make that dis- 
tinction? “My husband was a 
soldier for four years, - said 
Srctanka. a clerk at the dcnion- 
stralii »n. “My safety is guaran- 
teed but not my husband's. 
How cun w e live under their nu- 
lhority , . , “ But if it was? “We 
wnuld say. ‘thank you. but no.' “ 
One of the few in express any 
hope at all was Mirkn Knczc- 
vic - perhaps because two of his 
brothers have lived sufclv aero*; 
the line throughout the war. “I 
think 1 would stay if there were 
to be a joint civilian authority 
and an open eilv and we could 
co-operale in all aspects of 
economic life." he said. 

Mr Sacirbey has .sought hi en- 
courage such’ thinking” empha- 
sising the huge flow of money the 
city expects after the war. "What 
Ls important Ls that the people i in 
the other side of the line under- 
stand that it is to their benefit to 
be pan of a united Sarajevo.” he 
told reponers. “They have not 
been sold nut as a part of a peace 


agreement. Vt waul them to In: 
sharing in the bciicfil:. of .i unit- 
ed Sarajevo because they are a 
pari of Sarajevo.” 

But talk among the crowd 
was mostly of exodus, despite 
the hest efforts of the organis- 
ers. “The politicians can leave, 
hut we will nuL” said one speak- 
er. to cheers and applause. 
Citizens look turns on ihe plat- 
form, flanked by Serb flags and 
a portrait of Si George slaying 
the dragon (apparently symbolic 
of Serb suffering). 

It was a new kind of Bosnian 
Serb offer she. “These people 
know that they cannot fight lor 
Sarajevo with arms, but perhaps 
politically, like this." said one 
Serb official from headquarters 
in Pale. “Otherwise they will all 
leave." 

The committee organised to 
pn.it est against ihe Dayton plan 
had invited journalists to visit 
llidza. Many of those at the 
demonstration are already 
refugees, yel most would rather 
live in permanent exile than try' 
to return home. According to 
the LIN, 25 per cent of”lhc 
1 1 * MM 10 Serbs in greater Sara- 
jevo still live in government -held 
territory. The statistic counts for 
nothing against the propagan- 
da and the fcan some are al- 
ready house-hunting in Pale. 



Scrum down: A rugby game yesterday between a Bosnian side from Zentca 
wasn't great rugby, but the lads had a good time of it,' said Major Tom Ellen, 


and an Anglo-French team of UN peace-keepers turned into a brawl, ‘it 
a British officer. Zenica (quartered shirts) won 8-7. Photograph: AP 
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Perry hails 
Russian-US 
troops deal 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The first troops in the Nato-led 
peace implementation force 
are likely to arrive in Bosnia ear- 
ly next week, after Russia and 
Nalo yesterday proclaimed a 
“historic” agreement enabling 
Russian troops to serve in the 
force, and giving Moscow a li- 
aison role in command. 

The agreement is not only 
crucial to peace in Bosnia, but 
also has far-reaching implica- 
tions for Easi-West relations. 

William Perry, the US De- 
fense Secretary, said: “The sig- 
nificance goes far beyond 
Bosnia. It promises to form the 
basis of a new security dialogue 
between East and West, be- 
tween Nato and Russia. This 
emerging new relationship be- 
tween Nato and Russia will 
make Europe more stable and 
more secure." 

The deal means that deploy- 
ment to Bosnia can now begin, 
with a group of 1.300 “en- 
abling” troops - including 600 
British - expected to arrive as 
early as Monday or Tuesday. 

Despite the wave of opti- 
mism. however, serious ques- 
tions remain about how the 
implementation plan will work. 
So far there is little progress on 
setting up a civilian command 
to administer the massive re- 
construction task. And Nalo 
yesterday ruled out taking on 
the mission of arresting war 
criminals, saying it is still con- 
sidering whether its forces 
should have powers of arrest in 
some circumstances. How to 
disarm and •‘rebalance'' Croats. 
Muslims and Serbs is still under 
discussion. 

Doubts also remain about 
whether the alliance will be able 
to fulfil its political commitment 
to pull out all forces after 12 
months. Michael Portillo, the 
British Secretary of State for 
Defence, insisted yesterday: 
“There is a clear commitment 
that this operation will last 12 
months and we will all deploy 
together and all withdraw to- 
gether." 

The agreement on Russian 
participation, struck between 
Mr Perry and Pavel Grachev, 
the Russian Defence Minister, 
ends weeks of fraught negotia- 
tion over how to give Moscow 


a political role in controlling the 
force. Hie sululion arrived at 
means Moscow will be con- 
sulted by the 16-member al- 
liance before decisions are 
taken by the North Atlantic 
Council," Nato's ruling body of 
ambassadors in Brussels. In 
what is called a “16 plus one" 
formula, the Russians may also 
be able to raise points at the 
council’s discussions. In return. 
Russian troops will serve, in ef- 
fect. under US command. 

Although Moscow had de- 
manded a larger role, and 
would have preferred a United 
Nations umbrella for the oper- 
ation. Mr Grachev hailed the 
plan, praising Nato's new co- 
operation with Moscow. From 
now. he said, there were “no 
questions which cannot be 
solved." 

A total ofl? Nalo nadons will 
contribute troops to the imple- 
mentation force, and 12 noo- 
Naio countries, including 
Russia, have agreed to 
join. Nato leaders said yester- 
day the force would supervise 
the separation of the warring 
forces, their withdrawal to bar- 
racks. the setting up of civil in- 
stitutions and the conduct of 
elections. 

The alliance leaders are 
clearly concerned about the 
delay in appointing a “high 
representative" to oversee the 
civilian tasks such as recon- 
struction. refugee return and 
election prcparadon. Carl Bfldt, 
the EU’s delegate to the former 
Yugoslavia, is the favourite, 
but dispute over how tasks 
should be assigned is bolding up 
agreement. The alliance is also 
embarrassed over the continu- 
ing failure to appoint of Nato 
secretary-general following the 
resignation of Willy Claes. It 
now 7 seems certain that the 
force will deploy with no sec- 
retary-general in place. 

Nato discussed yesterday 
calls for the arming and train- 
ing of Bosnian forces, as a 
means of ensuring a permanent 
balance of power once the 
peace forces pull out. The al- 
liance appears to ruling out re- 
arming the Bosnians, and 
favours disarming the stronger 
armies, but new discussions on 
all arras control issues are now 
scheduled to take place in 
Bonn. 
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CHILDREN OF WAR APPEAL 


I would like to make a donation to help children in former 
Yugoslavia. I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAV/CAF card for 
£ made payable to one of the following charities. 

□ ChRd Advocacy International 

□ British Red Cross Former Yugoslavia Appeal 

□ War Child 

n Save the Children 

(please tick as appropriate) 

Signature Date 

Please post your donation(s) to: 

The Independent Children of War Appeal, 
c/o the Independent PO Box 4011, London E14 5BB 

THANK YOU 
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French rail strike: Eurostar in the sidings as unions reject plan for Beeching-style reduction of the network 

Trains halt 
as France 
takes axe to 
branch lines 



IX -BRIEF 


MARY DEJEVSKY 
Pans 

French railwaymcn, who have 
been on strike'since last Thurs- 
day evening, hardened iheir 
action yesterday, halting all 
mainline and suburban services 
across ihe country and halving 
the number of Eurosiur trains 
between London and Paris and 
Brussels. Their leaders had 
parted angrily with manage- 
ment representatives late the 
night before, after a fourth 
meeting to discuss a restruc- 
turing plan had failed to pro- 
duce any agreement. 

Where previous days had 
seen between one in four and 
one m six inter-city trains run- 
ning. yesterday the lines were 
deserted. Even the high-speed 
trains, whose sleek lines, fabu- 
lous speeds and punctuality 
have combined to become a 
symbol of French success, 
remained in their sidings. 

The railwaymcn began their 
strike as part of last Friday's na- 
tional day of pruicsl against the 
government's plans to reform 
the social security system. The 
railwaymcn had an additional 
grievance, which encouraged 
them to prolong last week's 
strike 'indefinitely'. This was 
the government’s five-year 


“development project" for the 
railways, called the " I ‘196-2000 
plan", which could do to French 
railways something akin to what 
Richard Beeching did to 
Britain's railways 32 years ago. 

France still operates 20,000 
miles of railway lines, a network 
little reduced since the l%0s. 
The political importance of the 
countryside, regional fiefdoms 
of politicians, a reluctance to 
lake on the unions and the 
decision of successive govern- 
ments to keep local services, in 
part to offset the unpopularity 
of the new high-speed train lines 
in the rural areas they scarred, 
ail militated against a Beeching- 
style reform.' 

Now. though, the govern- 
ment and SNCF management, 
headed by Jean Betgougnoux. 
have derided to tali time. SNCF 
has been described by the 
Transport Minister. Bernard 
Pnns. as “the most indebted, 
most subsidised company in 
France", with an accumulated 
debt of I75hn francs (f2lbn) 
and an annual government sub- 
sidy running at Fnttbn. Despite 
a -til percent (70.0t.i0) reduction 
in staff over Ihe past 10 years, 
total staff costs have risen, with 
the elite high-speed train drivers 
earning 3t),iHH) francs a month 
for a 35-hour week, and nil Jri- 




Fired up: French railway worker holding a flare in front of a high-speed TGV at Li lie after ft was blocked by demonstrators Photograph; Reuter 


vers entitled to retire at 50. 

The must holly contested of 
the restructuring plan's ele- 
ments do no! ixinccm working 
conditions but (he regionaliza- 
tion of many lines. Thousands 
of miles would be lopped off the 
national network and trans- 


ferred to the regions, initially 
with an accompanying subsidy. 

Railwaymcn believe many 
lines would be closed, causing 
the eventual loss of thousands 
of jobs: townspeople and vil- 
lagers see the end of iheir most 
visible link with the world. The 
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south-west of France and the 
Massif Centra) would be worst 
affected, with wen large towns 
possibly losing iheir lines. 

The least commercial branch 
line is a 30-mile stretch from 
Auxerre to Etang in north-cen- 
tral France, which loses Fr45m 
a year and carries an average 8 
passengers a train. The second 
worst is a 50-mile branch fine 
from Marvejols in the southern 
Auvergne which makes a lass of 
Fr22m a year. Its infrequent 
trains cany' an average of only 
14 passengers. 

Other measures include a 
standardisation of management 
structures across the regions - 
cniailing more job losses - and 
Ihe separation, to comply with 
European Union regulations, of 
opera ling and infrastructure 
costs. SNCF wiU also be ex- 
pected to market itself more en- 
ergetically. t;o reverse a decline 
.in traffic miecenl years. 

_• To anyoqC nv Britain, the ar- 


guments on both sides wiU have 
a very familiar ring. The raD 
campaigners rite the social val- 
ue of the railways in country ar- 
eas. the need to improve 
services if people arc to use 
them, and the environmental 
friendliness of rail transport. 

Government officials argue 
that annual receipts are hardly 
more than the government sub- 
sidy and that there are mam 1 ar- 
eas where coachcs c so far a 
comparatively underdeveloped 
sector in France, would be 
cheaper. They say that fewer 
debts would 'mean more in- 
vestment in services. 

Ministers stress that there are 
no plans to privatise the rail- 
ways, as in Britain or Germany. 
SNCF. they say. will remain a 
single, nationalised company. 
The regional isalion of branch 
lines, however, could amount to 
the same thing, except that lo- 
cal authorities rather than cen- 
tral government will have to 


take the political flak for 
privatisation or closure. 

On Tuesday, the government 
offered two olive branches to 
the unions in the form of an as- 
surance that the “special na- 
ture" of ratiwaymen's pension 
rights would be preserved and 
an offer to take over Fr37bn of 
SNCFs total debt, with more in 
return for productivity im- 
provements m 19%. Railway- 
men's representatives rejected 
the proposals, insisting they 
wanted the preservation of their 
current pension rights intact, 
and that Fr37bn would hardly 
dent the Frl75bn debt. 

Railwaymen at Strasbourg 
yesterday said they would return 
to work, as increasing exasper- 
ation among commuters sug- 
gested the strike could soon be 
very unpopular. Mostly, how- 
ever, the strike remained solid, 
with government management 
and unions waiting lo see who 
would blink first. 


Tivtu heads Truth 
Commission 

Pretoria — President Nelson 
Mandela Darned his long-time 
friend and fellow Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu to head a new 
Truth Commission, considered 
crucial to racial reconciliation 
in South Africa. The 17-mem- 
ber panel will gather evidence 
of apartheid-era crimes com- 
mitted by government security 
forces and anti-apartheid 
, groups such as Mr Mandela's 
African National Congress, aud 
recommend if people confess- 
ing their rotes should receive 
amnesty. Former while rulers, 
including Deputy President F W 
de Klerk, fear it w\U focus on the 
apartheid police and military in- 
stead of dealing equally with 
both sides. ~ AP 

Greek PM hangs on 

Athens — The Greek Prime 
Minister, Andreas Papandreou. 
who remained on life support 
systems, was said to be in a “dif- 
ficult" condition, but doctors 
denied reports that he was clin- 
ically dead. AP 

Suu Kyi snub 

Rangoon - — Burma's dissident 
leader. Aung San Suu Kyi. said 
her National League for 
Democracy would not join ef- 
forts by Burma's military rulers 
to shape a new constitution. In- 
stead, she demanded that the 
generals begin dialogue with the 
democratic groups. AP 

Gesture to PLO 

Hebron — Israel handed over 
the body of Ismail Hassan, a 
PLO guerrilla, to his family . IS 
years after he was killed in a 
clash with the army. Reuter 

Air show of force 

Hong Kong — China's air force 
is planning a large-scale train- 
ing exercise aimed at pressur- 
ing Thiwan before it holds its 
first direct presidential election 
next March. Ming Pao newspa- 
per reported. AP 

Red tape clipped 

Washington — The Senate 
voted to abolish the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, the 
oldest federal regulatory agency 
in the US, and transfer its func- 
tions to the Transportation 
Department Reuter 

Dingo baby plea 

Canberra — Michael and Lindy 
Chamberlain, whose baby 
daughter Azaria disappeared at 
Ayers Rock 15 years ago in one 
of Australia's most bizarre mys- 
teries, asked a court to rule of- 
ficially that the baby was 
snatched by a dingo. Reuter 
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Vote-ri ggi ng claims: Opponents of the government complain political issues are elbowed aside by naked pursuit^f_P__ 

Money calls the tune 
in Egyptian election 


ROBERT FISK 

Cairo 

The cop was g rinnin g. Id riot 
visor, holding a rifle, standing 
next to his armoured vehicle, he 
didn’t seem too worried about 
yesterday’s elections. 

Just down the street from the 
Sayeda Zeinab mosque, a fat 
man in a brown jacket - a sup- 
porter of Hosni Mubarak’s Na- 
tional Democratic Party (439 
candidates ) - was slapping the 
face of a follower of the Liber- 
al Party (102 candidates). The 

two men, followed by a crowd 
of youths, slapped their way 
down the street, past the shops 
selling oranges and car spare 

parts and chickens and spanners 
and grapes until the Liberal vot- 
er jumped into a minibus and 
made his getaway. 

‘Tie claimed we were push- 
ing ballots for our man into the 
ballot box,” a polling official for 
the NDP candidate. Falhi 
Srour, explained with a smile al- 
most as broad as the police- 
man’s. “We would never do 


that-" AU around him in Saye- 
da Zeinab - whose slums con- 
tain 3 million of Cairo’s 22 
million people - the NDP men 
roared with laughter. It was the 
same all over Cairo. In el-Saia- 
biyau an independent candi- 
date was so enraged that polling 

officials might have rigged his 
local election that he drove his 
car into the voting station, in- 
juring several people. 

It may have been exciting - 
in the Gharbiya province out- 
side Cairo, the man in charge 
of a polling station was shot 
dead after accusations of vote- 
rigging — but it was a curious 
mirror image of the concerns 
voiced by Westerners about 


For while human rights organ- 
isations have been complaining 
about the government’s arrest 
of 600 Muslim Brotherhood 
supporters, Egyptians yesterday 
treated their elections with a 
more robust if equally cynical 
response. Egyptian elections, as 
the spanner shop owner point- 
ed out in Sayeda Zeinab, are 


about money, not religion. 

And age, he should have 
added. It was Mohamed Heflcal, 
most quoted and ir re pressible 
of all Egyptian journalists (but 
do voter yesterday) who held up 

an oppoatiem newspaper which 
bore a picture of rouad Srag elr 
Din, leader of the opposition 
Wafd party (184 candidates). T 
like Srag el-Din very much, he 
is a friend and we were in 
prison together [under Sadat],” 
the legendary Mr Heakal an- 
nounced. “Bat he is 91. And 
look at the headline of his ar- 
tide: A New Today is TbarThne 
for Change.’ In the article, he 
says, “Let us lead the nation to 
the doors of the 21st century.’ 
I like him, yes — but 911” 

And it is painfully true that 
most of the political leadezs per- 
mitted to contest this election 
arc old men; either that or 
sleek newcomers to the politi- 
cal process, anxious to demon- 
strate that their business 
acumen should be rewarded 
with social status. Two candi- 
dates, for example, have been 


abusing each other in paid ad- 
vertisements in the pages of Al 
Ahram at a cost of perhaps 
£80,000. Ibrahim Mustafa 
Kamel and Yassin Srag el-Din 
have been arguing about busi- 
ness dealings involving a bank 
in Kuwait, lawyers in Geneva 

and Zurich, goW-nrirring in Tan- 
zania and corporations in 
Lugano and the Bahamas 
Mr Heikal summed it up: 
“Ibrahim Mustafa Kamel is 
contesting a village called 
MHouf in the province of Mi- 
noufiya, the village where he 
comes from,” he said. “Bat 
what do the people of Milouf 
know of such things? Do they 
know where Lugano and Gene- 
va are? This is the problem with 
these elections. We are sup- 
posed to be going to the future. 
The election is important. 
.There are symptoms of a con- 
test - but they are not political. 

There are the femiHes— the sons 
of older leaders - and those el- 
ements who made money and 
are now trying to acquire po- 
: liticaljxjwer.” 
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Voter’s burden: An Egyptian mother tates her child with her to the ballot box yesterday 
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Peking turns Tibet into 
stage to crown boy lama 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

With the Jhokang monastery in 
I ha«a lit up by state television 
as if it were a film set, senior of- 
ficials from Peking presided 
yesterday over the theatrical se- 
lection, controlled by the Com- 
munist Party, of a reincarnated 
Phnchen Lama, the second 
most holy figure in Tibetan 

Bud dhism 

Despondent-looking monks 
sat chanting as Luo Gan, from 
China’s State Council, ap- 
plauded the drawing of lots 
from a golden urn and the 
choice of six-year-old Gyaincain 
Norbu as the “soul boy”. 

Peking’s decision to orches- 
trate the identification of a 
; new child Panchen Lama con- 
finns that the Chinese have em- 
barked on a new policy of 
confrontation in Tibet Dozens 
of monks have been arrested 
since last May, when the spiri- 
tual leader of Tibet, the Dalai 
Lama, named another six-year- 
old, Gedhun Cboekyi Nynna, as 
the reincarnation. 

In its most vicious attack 
yet the official Xinhua news 
agency yesterday launched a 
smear campaign against Ged- 
hun. The boy’s parents “were 
notorious among their neigh- 
bours for speculation, deceit and 



Selected: Gyaincain Norbu 

sc rambling for fame and prof- 
it”, and had lied about Gedhun ’s 
date of birth. “The boy himself 
once drowned a dog, and ... 
such an action is a heinous 
crime in the eyes of the Bud- 
dha,” Xinhua added. Gedhun 
and his parents are believed to 
be in detention in Peking, and 
are likely to remain so. 

The Dalai Lama last night is- 
sued a statement from India say- 
ing that the safety of Gedhun 
was “of particular concern to 
me". He added: “It is unfortu- 
nate that the Chinese govern- 
ment has chosen to politicise the 
issue and to appoint a rival 
Panchen Lama.” 

The harsh reality of Chinese 
control of Tibet was there for 
everyone to see yesterday on a 


television film of the spectacle 
on the evening news. Chinese 
officials sat on chairs, looking 
down on the monks sitting on 
the floor as if to emphasis their 
disdain. Security officials could 
be seen everywhere. 

Peking’s biggest problem in 
staging the drawing of lots was 
in finding a monk with enough 
status to perform the ceremo- 
ny of picking from the urn one 
of three ivory sticks, each with 
the name of one bay candidate. 
In the end it promoted a monk. 
Bomi Rimpoche, to the title of 
Ganden Tripa, an academic 
position, and got him to perform 
the task. 

According to Xinhua, “at 
the first glimmer of dawn the 
ancient city of Lhasa looked 
beautiful and tranquil". In front 
of the assembled monks, all of 
whom could be seen on televi- 
sion wearing red security pass- 
es, Bomi Rimpoche, 77. 
prostrated himself and then 
drew one ivory stick from the 
golden urn, handing it to offi- 
cials who pro claimed Gyaincain 
as the Panchen Lama, 

The little boy was then 
crowned with a yellow hat and 
led around as he offered long 
white scarves to the Chinese of- 
ficials. The monks threw pieces 
of barley cakes into the air 
with little enthusiasm. 


Exclusive Nokia 
Christmas Offer. 


FREE 

LIFETIME 

EXTENDED 

WARRANTY 


FREE 

WITH NO TARIFF INCREASES 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 


£15 102.77+ Ml) 


HppsmMZiM-MT} 


ftpperBn(tfp+W} 


Peak times 8.00-19.00 Mon to Fri. 
tanised Mings eased at £1.77 *c VAT 
per month. Line rental (debited monthly 
m advance) and airtime charges will be 
debited to your nominated credit/ charge 
or Defla carl Catts dwgsi m units of 30 
seconds after Ihe first irtrofe. 




• MOKIA 

— - | - ■ - W— rv 1 ZF 


© O GD Q 

O O O 0 

« ES3 E £» 

ca raa is 
€si oat ca 




CELLPHONES 
DIRECT 
CHRISTMAS 
PACKAGE 
NOKIA 10-1 




.99 

INC.VAT 


* Ca# Bid, A> wm Detente 31 S 1 * 95 . 


Cellp 



PLUS 

FREE SPARE BATTERY 
FREE M-CAR ADAPTOR 
FREE LEATHER CASE 
T0GETHB1 WORTH OVBt £100 


IMOKIA^ 

model 101. 

♦ 50 na meft twto memory ♦ 150 
n*s* taft-hme ♦ 33 hre* standby 
time ♦ Conypiete with mains chaser 
and 800 mAh battery 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 
Vbur phone is eovorad by our 14 days 

no quibble money back pnxnise. 


ORDER NOW FOR FREE LINE RENTAL UNTIL JANUARY 1996 AND FREE DELIVERY IN 4 W9RK/N& DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS :i A7- ccr- i.iccwr.mo r- 

•iktht.Wb 


naammiaaaemmmu 


» wet mm cumbonk ksi 

BNVmKiMumnm mm mss 




* r »' v 


taa Bass 


*■: i. x. . 












W ' 




< r- , 

:*j i j r« . . 



H'*. IT 

t «* i 


a iue 




ff jA isti V^ 5 j£) 


±s2 

international 


Ogoni spirits unbroken by new repression 


A pall of fear bangs over this 
land, still blighted two years af- 
ter the departure of the oil gi- 
ant Shell by oil spills and the 
ugliness of rusting pipes criss- 
r crossing the fields. 

-Repression in Ogon fland has 
? intensified after the execution 
of the writer Ken Sazo-Wiwa 
. and eight fellow Ogoni civil 
rights activists by the Nigerian 
. military regime. 

At mOitaiy checkpoints along 
[ main roads local people are bo 
■ ing_ harassed and money ex- 
[ totted from them. Travel is 
[ restricted and public meetings 
• have been banned. Supporters 
' of Ken Saro-Wfwa’s Movement 
for the Survival of the Ogoni 
People (Mosop) claim that 
more than 50 teachers, pastors 
and other prominent commu- 
nity members have been ar- 
’ rested and detained in the past 
two weeks. 

“People here are terribly 
■frightened since the execu- 
tions,” Benjamin, a primary 
school teacher in the village of 
Kegbara Derc, known locally as 
K Dere, said. “The place is now 
full of the military and we're 
afraid they could kill us at any 
time." 

This is the heart ol Ogoni- 
iand, a rural backwater popu- 
lated by farmers and fishermen. 
K Dere is one of the main vil- 
lages in the Gokana area, where 
the eight men who were hanged 
aiongadc Ken Saru-Wrwa came 
from, It is also the home area 
of the four Mosop members Tor 
whose murder last year the 
Ogoni Nine were convicted. 

“We are suffering a lot now,” 
Lekycc. a teacher colleague of 
Benjamin and. like him, a sup- 
porter of Mosop, said. 'The 
Ogoni people arc not free to ex- 
press their views. Mosop has 
been driven underground. 
There arc soldiers and govern- 
ment agents afl around. In the 
Gokana area alone there are 
now 3,000 soldiers. If you say 
you're a supporter of Ken Saro- 
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David Orr reports 
on the Nigerian 
army’s brutal reign 
in Ken Saro-Wiwa’s 
home territory 

Wiwa you will be arrested and 
jailed. We're not even allowed 
to mourn his death.” 

Benjamin is preparing a re- 
port after a recent meeting be- 
tween the headmasters of 
Ogoni schools and Major Obi 
Abel L’mahi, who in effect 
rules Ogoniiand as head of the 
Internal Security Force in the 
region. 

Major Obt has issued a di- 
rective prohibiting staff meet- 
ings and bringing all school 
activities under the military. 
Priests have been warned that 
their sermons are being moni- 
tored and that any mention of 
SaroAViwa will he punished. 

The mililaiy fears that teach- 
ers and other educated people 
in Ogoniiand are fomenting 
unrest. Nuns at one convent 
were so traumatised following 
a visit in recent days by the State 
Security Service that they were 
too frightened to speak to the 
Independent. 

Major Obi denies that 
Mosop is being outlawed and 
said the organisation's claims 
were propaganda to discredit 
the Nigerian government 

Ogoniiand is a small dense- 
ly populated region of half a mil- 
lion people on whose behalf an 
environmental and economic 
rights campaign was led by 
Saro- Wiwa. He claimed that 
more than three decades of oil 
exploration and drilling by Shell 
had devastated the land and de- 
prived the people of wealLh in 
which they should have shared. 
His calls for self-determina- 
tion and a greater share of oil 
revenue from the government 
proved to be his undoing. 





Polluted: This is a land that is still blighted by oil spills and ugliness 


Though the environmental 
degradation is perhaps not as 
bad as Mosop would like to 
make out, unwelcome re- 
minders of Shell's operations 
still litter the lush landscape. At 
one location on the outskirts of 
K Derc, hissing gas leaks from 
a rusted well head. Not far away 
is another well head which 
started seeping oil into the 
ground last year. It stopped sud- 
denly but locals fear it could 
start again at any time. 

Shell said ir was too danger- 
ous lor its staff to go into Ogo- 
ailand for repair work on oil 


installations. The company said 
it used contractors for such 
jobs. Shell admits responsibili- 
ty f or three-quarters of the oil 
spills in those parts of the Niger 
delta where it is still operating. 
But it claims that in the last eight 
years of its presence in Ogoni- 
iand, 69 per cent of oil spills 
there were caused by sabotage. 

“We haven’t seen the same 
level of agitation against Shell 
and the government as in Ogo- 
niiand.” Egbert Imomoh, gen- 
eral manager of Shell’s eastern 
division in Nigeria, said. “The 
Ogonts' demands have gone 


further than those of other mi- 
norities. There was widespread 
sabotage in Ogoniiand and we 
don't pay compensation in such 
cases. Our staff and equipment 
were facing so much danger that 
in the end we decided to 
withdraw." 

Shell has in recent years 
mounted a vigorous communi- 
ty aid programme in an effort 
to win over inhabitants of 
the oil producing areas. 
School blocks, health centres 
and roads have been buDt. And 
significant sums of money paid 
out where oil production 


operations arc taking place. 
The people of K Dere. howev- 
er, claim that all they have got 
out of Shell has been one school 
block and some classroom 
equipment They say that only 
one local man was employed in 
a senior staff position by Shell. 

“We used no violence against 
Shell employees,” Benjamin 
insisted. “But if Shell comes 
back then things could get vio- 
lent Mosop has always been a 
peaceful organisation. Al- 
though it’s been suppressed, it's 
still in our minds. We now feel 
very aggressive towards Shell.” 


For its pari, the world's 
largest oil company has re- 
solved not to return to Ogoni- 
iand without the good will of its 
inhabitants. 

Shell, which operates in the 
Niger delta as a joint venture 
partner with the Nigerian gov- 
ernment and two other Euro- 
pean oil companies, is regarded 
as a collaborator with successive 
repressive regimes including 
that of General Sani Abacha 
who has been in power for two 
years and is set to slay for at 
least another three. 

The Nigerian government is 


Photograph: Tim Lambon/EPL 

conducting a policy of wilful ne- 
glect in Ogoniiand. Schools, 
health centres and roads are in 
an appalling state of disrepair. 
Services such as electricity and 
telephones are largely non- 
existent. 

The people face levels of 
persecution which are extreme 
even by the abysmal standards 
of the current military regime. 
There is little evidence, how- 
ever, that the Ogonis have been 
cowed by the execution of their 
hero, Ken Saro-Wiwa. If any- 
thing, they are more ebullient 
than ever. 
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Tax and spending policies ‘aim to make 


INTRODUCTION 

Hie British economy has now 
“Jen growing for almost four 
years. The recovery has creat- 
• jn° re half a miHkm new 
jobs. We have more people in 
worfc than any other major 
country in the European Union. 
Inflation is enjoying its best run 
for almost 50 years. 

All the major Western 
economies have slowed this 
year but our recovery remains 
stronger than most. The IMF 
has forecast that next year we 
wul be lop, with Germany, of the 
G7 growth league table. 

Few Chancellors have deliv- 
ered their Budget against a 
background of such strong eco- 
nomic fundamentals. But get- 
ting this far has not been easy. 
It has required to ugh decisions 
on tax and spending over the 
past three years. 

This Budget builds on the 
hard-won gains this Govern- 
ment has made, and keeps 
Britain on course to be the en- 
terprise centre of Europe. 

A Britain that creates more 
jobs and generates the greater 
wealth and personal prosperi- 
ty inwhich all can share. A 
Britain in which everyone can 
keep more of what they earn or 
save to spend as (hey choose not 
as the state chooses. A Britain 
where more money is spent on 
the things that everyone cares 
about - our schools, our hos- 
pitals, our police. 

The Budget addresses the as- 
pirations of the people of this 
country in an economically and 
socially responsible way. It con- 
trols public spending overall 
while shifting more money to- 
wards schools, hospitals and the 
police. It keeps government 
borrowing on a clear downward 
path and fiscal policy tight so 



that the recovery will be sus- 
tained. And it cuts taxes. 

ECONOMY 

The Recovery 

In 1994 the economy grew by 
around 4 per cent, fuelled by the 
success of British exporters 
overseas. No mature industrial 
economy could easily sustain 
these rales of growth without 
risking a rise in inflation. That 
is why towards the end of last 
year I raised interest rates. 

In the event, slower growth 
in the world economy has re- 
duced the growth of British ex- 
ports. British exporters are well 
placed to compete in markets 
overseas. For example, we now 
have a current account surplus 
with the so-called tiger 
economies of South-east Asia. 
But our key markets in Amer- 
ica and Europe are growing by 
less than they were in 1994. 

Growth will be sustained be- 
cause the fundamentals of the 
economy are strong as a result 
of our economic policies. We 
have low inflation, sound pub- 
lic finances and more compet- 
itive businesses. The change in 
the pace of growth this year is 
not unique to Britain and has 
been seen in the US. Germany 
and elsewhere. No recovery 
ever proceeds at a constant 
rate of growth throughout. In 
fart, this recovery is proving to 
be the steadiest seen in Britain 
for a generation. 

Many commentators confi- 
dently predicted that the high- 


InBatton 

Inflation has picked up over the 
past year as the impact of last 
year’s world-wide increase in 
commodity prices has fed 
through the price chain. But 
these cost pressures are now 
easing. 

Underlying inflation may be 
close to its peak and should re- 
sume its downward path during 
next year. It rem ains on course 
to meet the Government's tar- 
get of 23 per cent or below by 
the end of this Parliament. 
The public fman^HM; 

We have got the public finances 
under control. The Govern- 
ment has delivered last year’s 
tough public spending plans. In- 
deed, we expect to undershoot 
them. However, tax receipts 
have come in lower than 
expected this year, partly due to 
lower inflation and to lower 
growth. 

The Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement (PSBR) is the 
difference between two enor- 
mous numbers so that forecasts 
for public borrowing have al- 
ways been notoriously difficult 
to make. I have, therefore. 


been cautious and prudent this 
pro- 
jections. I now expect the PSBR 


Jpn 

year in setting out the latest 


lock the recovery off-track, 
hey were wrong. Consumer 
lending has been on a firm up- 
ard trend since the recovery 
rgan. With the tax increases 
;hind us, consumer spending 
inuld grow further next year 
id the year after. 

Businesses have responded to 
ie economic recovery by 
vesting for the future. Man- 
Facturing Investment has 
■own by 12 per cent over the 
ist year. The condihons for 
xther increases in investment 
low inflation, low interest 
lies, low corporate tax rates, 
id healthy company balance 
leets - remain in place. 

Fbr the economy as a whole, 
ie forecasts published m the 
ed Book are for growth this 
:ar of 2 .75 per cent, and 3 per 
snt in 1996. 

My last two Budgets have 
lengthened the foundations of 
ie economy and mil the 
icovery onto a secure footing. 
iave reduced public spending 
id borrowing plans W create 
ore room for the wealtn-cre- 
ing pari of the economy to 
aw. I have helped business**, 
nd I have improved the wors- 

e of the labour market. 

The decisions I took and the 
>lides I pursued in those Bud- 
?ts have helped to reduce 
'fissure on me to increase m- 
rest rates further, without 
opaxxhsing my inflation target. 


to be £29bn in the current fi- 
nancial year. That will be £7bn 
less than last year and £16 bn 
less than two years ago. 

Overall, our decisions on 
public spending and the tax 
measures I shall describe short- 
ly wifl be broadly neutral in their 
impart on the downward path 
for the PSBR over the next 
three years. This downward 
profile for government bor- 
rowing sets the overall frame- 
work for my Budget this year. 

I am not prepared to take any 
action which would put at risk 
my fiscal target of moving to- 
wards balance in the medium- 
term. I had to make the difficult 
judgements and decisions about 
the balance between (he levels 
of taxation and public spending. 

This year, as in previous 
years, I have made those judge- 
ments and taken those derisions 
with the dominant priority of 
improving the long-term health 
of the British economy. Our tax 
and spending policies must pro- 
mote our aim of becoming the 
enterprise centre of Europe. 

PUBLIC SPENDING 

In each of my three Budgets I 
have reduced public spending 
plans substantially. This year, I 
have once again kept a firm grip 
on public spending, helped by 
my Rigjht Honorable Friend, the 
Chief Secretary. My Right 
Honorable Friend and I have at 
least three things in common. 
We have both been in charge of 
big spending departments so we 
are both poachers turned game- 
keepers. Neither of us could be 
described as adopting the slash- 
and-bum approach to public 
spending But we are both con- 
vinced that the share of national 
income taken by the state in 
public expenditure must be re- 
duced to below 40 per cent if we 
are to remain competitive. 

It is essential to give the pri- 
vate sector more room to gen- 
erate the jobs, the investment 
and the wealth that will make 
people and their families more 
prosperous. This goes hand in 
hand with our commitment to 
a modem welfare state. 

In the rapidly changing world 
of technological advance and a 
more flexible labour market, the 
British people need to he pre- 

S ared and equipped to em- 
race change in a flexible way. 
They will be more willing to do 
this if they know that high-qual- 
ity schools, health care and a 
safety net for the unemployed, 
the disabled and the old are 
there if and when they need 
them. Thai is why we are mod- 
ernising the welfare state so that 
it underpins the British econo- 
my. and does not undermine iL 
We are changing the welfare 
state to ensure that it serves the 
needs of today not of 40 years 

SKETCH 



Taxing time: Kenneth Clarke takes a pause at the despatch box yesterday 


ago. That it serves those who 
genuinely need iL And that it 
is affordable to the taxpayer. 

These objectives are being 
achieved in the face of huge 
pressures for higher public 
spending year after year. But 
this Budget proves that we can 
have good quality public services 
and spending control. Unlike 
our critics we understand that 
good services depend not only 
on how much you spend, but on 
the way thal you spend it. 

This realistic but socially 
responsible approach has guid- 
ed me this year. I have limited 
the growth of spending overall. 
But I have also provided more 
money for the public services 
the British people care about 
most -schools, hospitals and the 

g alice. To pay for this the Chief 
ecretaiy and I have found 
savings. elsewhere from our 
continuing drive to modernise 
government Let me deal first 
with the priority areas where I 
have been able to increase 
spending plans. 

National Health Service 
We are continuing to deliver our 
commitment to increase NHS 
spending in real terms. That is 
what we said we would do and 
we are doing iL 
Public spending on the NHS 
will increase by over £1 bn next 
year. In addition, patients will 
benefit from improvements in 




efficiency, including reductions 
in NHS management costs. All 
these savings - around £650m 
next year - will be ploughed 
back into patient care. 

And privately financed pro- 
jects will bring nearly £70Qm of 
extra investment over the next 
three years without in any way 
undermining the fundamental 
principle that health care 
should be free at the point of 
service. The money is on top of 
the additional £1 bn public 
expenditure and it all represents 
additional resources fbr our 
free NHS. 

Schools 

This Budget allows for spend- 
ing on schools to rise next year. 


We have already increased 
spending per pupil by some 50 
per cent m real terms since 1979. 
We devote a higher proportion 
of our public spending to edu- 
cation than Japan, Germany 
and we have the highest grad- 
uation rate of any major Euro- 
pean country. We have achieved 
many improvements in our 
schools - the introduction of 
the national curriculum, more 
rigorous schools inspection, 
measures to tackle failing 
schools, greater choice for par- 
ents, better vocational educa- 
tion, and extension of free 
nursery education. This is not 
just good for our children, it is 
good for our future and good 
for our economy. 

The plans 1 am publishing to- 
day allow for an increase in 
spending on schools of £878m. 
Within this, over £770m will be 
channelled through the local au- 
thority settlement. Parents will 
rightly expect local authorities 
to cany this funding through to 
school budgets and they should 
ask their local authorities how 
this extra money wfll be spent 
on their children. 

Police 

Since 1979 spending on our po- 
lice has almost doubled, even af- 
ter allowing for inflation. Next 
year, the resources available to 
fight crime wfll be increased 
again. Money is being provid- 
ed for an extra 5,000 police of- 
ficers over the next three years. 
This is on top of the 32,000 in- 
crease in the police service 
since 1979. The plans also allow 
for an extra 10,000 closed cir- 
cuit TV cameras in town cen- 
tres and elsewhere. 

1 have found these resources 
for important programmes be- 
cause we are changing govern- 
ment to make sure it meets the 
needs of people today, not of 20. 
30 or 40 years ago. we are cut- 
ting government bureaucracy, 
cracking down on fraud, getting 
government out of activities it 
need not be involved in and us- 
ing private sector skills and fi- 
nance to provide better public 
services. 

Thai is the hallmark of a gov- 
ernment looking to the future 
needs of a modem industrial 
state. 

Running costs 

In my last Budget I cut provi- 
sion for central government 
running costs by 10 per cent in 
real terms over three years. 
This year I will go much further 


on top of that. The cash cost of 
Whitehall will be £860m lower 
in three years time than it is 
today. In real terms, this rep- 
resents savings of 12 per cent, 
which is equivalent to a saving 
of nearly £2ton a year. 

But we must never delude 
ourselves that more resources 
for schools, hospitals and police 
as well as tax cuts can be paid 
for just by e liminating waste in 
the public sector. Life is not that 
simple. We have also had to 
look elsewhere. 

Social Security 
Three years ago. before the Sec- 
retary of State for Social Secu- 
rity skilfully put in place a 

f OTQgramme for long-term re- 
brm, we were expecting social 
security spending to grow by 
over 3 percent per year in real 
terms. We now expect real 
growth in planned spending of 
around 1 per cent per year 
over the next three years. This 
reduction in growth will build 
up year on year to a cash sav- 
ing of huge proportions. The 
changes are an assurance for 
future generations. We are 
going to leave our children a 
welfare system that works and 
which they can afford. 

The Secretary of Stale for So- 
cial Security wul announce the 
details of this year’s settlement 
to the House tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 

The increases in social se- 
curity spending next year will be 
well within the growth of the 
economy. We will ensure that 
all that spending represents le- 
gitimate spending on people in 
genuine need. 

That is why my Right Hon- 
orable Friend wfll give details of 
a further intensive campaign 
against fraud. He will alio 
announce measures which will 
mean people who apply for 
asylum on arrival in the coun- 
try will cease to receive bene- 
fits after an unfavourable 
adjudication. 

Steps to close the gap be- 
tween single parent's benefit 
and those paid to other families, 
will also be announced. The 
right approach to single parents 
is neither to penalise them nor 
to favour them. The. costs and 
responsibilities of having chil- 
dren are the samefor couples as 
they are for single people. 

We intend to build on our 
previous measures to help mote 
mothers move from benefit 
dependency into work. Mea- 


sures to encourage work, in- 
cluding a further increase in the. 
childcare allowance in. family 
credit from £40 to £60 a week, 
will be announced. 

Next, housing benefit The 
housing benefit system should 1 
not be an inducement for young 
people to leave their fomflies- 
before they need to. My Right 
Honorable Friend will an- 
nounce measures to restrict 
the amount of housing benefit 
paid to single people under 25 
to a maximum that more sen- 
sibly reflects their circum- 
stances. The benefit system 
should offer a real incentive to 
yoimg people to rent within 
their means, improving their 
incentives to wool 

It « by restricting spending in 
these areas chat we can protect 
people in greatest jieeji and 
stand by our- pledges- on- pen- 
sions and child benefit This 
Government has acted deci- 
sively to put in place policies to 
bring social security spending 
under control. Let no one un- 
derestimate what we have done. 
Measures announced in my 
three Budgets will reduce 
planned social security expen- 
diture by £5 bn a year by the end 
of the centuiy. 

Other programmes 
Social security is a good exam- 
ple of how more money can be 
round to be spent on areas we 



care most about, by trimming 
back elsewhere. In practically 
every department we have 
found significant savings while 
protecting the frontline of pub- 
lic service delivery. 

We have found further effi- 
ciency savings in defence, while 
maintaining our commi tmen t to 

a strong frontline. And in a fight 
public spending round, the al- 
location for bilateral aid is like- 
ly to be little changed from that 
set out in last year’s depart- 
mental report British bflateral 
aid is internationally recog- 
nised for its high quality, and for 
the substantial share going to 
the poorest countries in Africa 
and Asia. This will continue. 


Bfeare ateddobgi?KKe meet 
/the Government out of activi- 
ties it sixnpfr heed hot be 'in- 
volved m. The- "Secretaty of 
State for Defence is today 
aimoimong his intention to 
transfer ownership of the MoD . 
married quarters estate to the 
private sector.. ThS'wifl im- 
prove the management of the 
estate. Wealso plmtoprivatise 
the Housing Corporation Loan 
Book, and to encourage banks 
to provide Student Loans, - 

Private Finance 

-There are intayseivicfis that the 
Government has a -duty to 
ensure provided as public 
services, but where private sec- 
tor management skills and 
eapertise can improve delivery. 

This is where the Private Ft-: 
nance Initi ative (PET) comes in. 
Under the PFI the pifolic sec- 
tor does not simply sign a con- 
tract to buy a prison, a train or 
a computer system. It pays to. 
have specific services supplied 
at guaranteed levels of perfor- 
mance-- availabte prison places, 
■trains running reliably oh the 
Northern Line, National Insur- 
ance records kept up to date. 
The Government chooses the 
quality services the public re- 
quire, and then goes out and 
acquires those services from 
private companies with the fi- 
nance and expertise to deliver. 

The key point is that the ini- 
tiative delivers infrastructure 
projects of higher quality at a 
lower overall cost to the British 
taxpayer. That is because the 
. private sector puts its own mon- 
ey at risk and brings its own 

manageme nt skills to bear. ' 

- The initiative means that 
better public services wfll be 
provided by better private 
means. We expect actual capi- 
tal spending under the PFI to 
be axourid£2ba per year and ris- 
ing over the next three years, 
expect to have agreed contracts 
worth at least £14bn by the end 
ofl998r99. 

This money is replacing old- 
style public-sector capital 
spending and can deliver big 
gains in value fbr money for the 
taxpayer.ThePFIisdelivering 
better quality projects. Fbr ex- 
ample, the PFI contract for 
Northern fine trains, specifies 
reliability -levels nearly four 
times above the best fleet cur- 
rently operating on London 
Underground. Tne service we 
w HI get from the new National 
Insurance recqrdssystem could 
have cost up.fo twice what we 
will- pay under the privately 
financed deal we have struck. As 
a result of these flows of private 
finance, we have been able to 
fold savings in pubUdy-financed 
capital while maintaining high 
levels of investment activity 
andhigh-quality investment 

Four projects demonstrate 
the extent to which the PFI is 
spreading to all parts of gov- 
ernment First I can announce 
a huge new package of privately 
financed roads, five new projects 
with a capital value totalling 
£5(Xkn. Second, the Secretary of 
State for-Health has announced 
today that a £35m deal is going 
ahead to modernise two hospi- 
tals for the South Bucking- 
hamshire NHS Trust Third, 
we are tendering for the refur- 
bishment of Lowdham Grange 
prison, a £50m project to add 
to the two new prison-bufldmg 
contracts at Bridgend and Faza- 
kerley, which wfll be signed 
shortly. Finally, foil bids will be 
due on 5 December for the 
£45m water project in Inverness 
and Fort William. The Finan- 
cial Secretary wfll publish more 
details tomorrow. 

Challenge Funding 
Challenge Funding invites 
groups to compete for public 
rends to improve local services. 
That way the quality and value 
for money of public services is 
improved. In the first Single Re- 
generation Budget Challenge 
Fund bidding round, every £1 of 
public money attracted anoth- 
er £l of private funding. £250m 
has been made available for the 
thiid and fourth bidding rounds. 


Cuts foil to spark old bangers on the back bench 


Outside the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, as the Chancellor made 
his way from No 11 Downing 
Street, a group calling itself the 
“Welfare Stale In Danger Col- 
lective" was offering up last 
minute advice in the form of a 
terrace chant 

As big a fon of plain speak- 
ing as he may be, though, you 
felt “Eh, you Tory gits, give us 
back our benefits" was unlike- 
ly to stimulate a sea-change in 
Kenneth Clarke's thinking. 

Indeed, as he took up his po- 
sition at the dispatch box - as 
always a walking endorsement 
for the British suede shoe in- 
dustry - Mr Clarke seemed 
unfazed by Ihe pleadings of spe- 
cial interest groups echoing in 
his cars. 

Even those from the group 



calling itself "Tbry Back- 
benchers In Danger" lined up 
behind him. Mr Qarke was 
anxious, he said -and since he 
said it 10 times in an hour-long 
speech you have to assume he 


meant it - not to do anything 
imprudent which might scupper 
his objective of turning Britain 
into the enterprise centre of 
Europe. 

Prudence, however, was the 
last thing on the mind of those 
scanning the broad acreage of 
his hack - looking for points of 
entry for sharpened blades, 
perhaps. Risks, big gestures, a 
machete taken to income tax: 
that was the land of thing they 
wanted to hear. 

Mr Clarke gave them none of 
iL “Let me deal briefly with the 
economic background to this 
Budget,” he said instead. At 
which the Turrett's Syndrome 
responses from both sets of 
benches, the uncontrolled yelps 
and barks that had greeted his 
arrival, waned. 


Silence fell, the shadow 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
started to rifle through the smaH 
library of papers on his knee, 
Tony Blair took the first of a 
dozen gulps at bis glass of wa- 
ter, in the over-flow benches up 
in the balcony, a Tory - who had 
clearly given up all hope of re- 
election - took the opportuni- 
ty to sleep off his long lunch. 

It was that kind of speech. 
Occasionally, Mr Clarke stim- 
ulated a ripple of reaction as he 
presented his plans: the extra 
money for schools, hospitals, 
and police surveillance cameras; 
the cuts in benefits for the 
young, the poor and the non- 
Tory voters to pay for iL . 

Less often his own team 
would cheer, like at the an- 
nouncement of the character- 


istically redistributive way he 
proposed to alter the tax bur- 
den in the drinks industry. Up 
went ihe duty on strong rider 
(the underclass's drink) down 
went the duty on whisky (the 
toffs* tipple). 

No self-interest there, you un- 
derstand, simply prudence and 
an attempt to stimulate enter- 
prise in Scotland. The maimer 
in which, at that point, he took 
a gulp of brown liquid and 
rolled it round his mouth with 
a connoisseur's expertise, was 
merely coincidental. 

But it was income,, not im- 
bibing, tax that they really 
wanted to bear about : 

And Ken kept them waitii 
till the last mien he said 
naily I turn to my proposals on 
income tax", the shuffle was au- 


dible as elbows were dug into 
ribs along the government 
benches. As the Chancellor 
spun his figures, pens were put 
to order papers working out the 
vital equation exercising Tory 
minds: how many votes can 
this one add to iny rirnimfohing 
majority. 


le gloomy faces behind 
him as the chancellor sat down 
- to the sound of Dennis Skin- 
ner shouting “it’s bye-bye 
time" ^ suggested they were not 
optimistic. 

They had come hoping for a 
grand gesture and they got an 
abolition of road tax on vehicles 
over 25 years old. You sensed 
it might take much more than 
that to keep this bunch of 
old bangers oo the road for 
another five years.- 


Tins will help regenerate many 
areas, including inner cities. 
AffiTover £3Q0m of Challenge 
Funding win speed the transfer 
of deprived "housing estates to 
housmg associations and other 
private landlords. 

Challenge Funding has enor- 
mous potential for projects of 
aD kinds. The Secretaiy of State 
for the Environment is consid- 
ering imore Challenge Funding 
for a wider range of focal au- 
thoritycapitalpro 
be makin g an. announcement 
later this week. 

Budget strategy 

' Public spendirtg as a share of 
national I income varies yearly 
but under this Government's 
policies over the past 16 years 
the (read- is downward. In the 
mid-1970s, total public spend- 
ing peaked at 47.25 per cent of 
n arinn at income- The next peak 
reached 45.5 per cent in the ear- 
ly 1980s; the last peak was 43^ 
per cent in the recession of the 
early 1990s. I expect total pub- 
. lie spending to be 42 jper amt 
of national income this year. 

When I became Chancellor 
I said vre should aim to push the 
ratio below 40 per cent and keep 
it there. The decisions I am an- 
nouncing today will achieve 
that aim. -The ratio will be be- 
low 40 per cent from 1997-98 
onwards, far below any other 
major European country. Con- 
trolling public spending is cru- 
cial to. our goal of making the 
economy more successful and 
the enterprise centre of Europe. 

I have now taken £53bn out 
of projected public spending in 
my three Budgets. 1 fudged this 
necessary to reduce govern- 
ment borrowing following the 
international recession of the 
1990s. Even with the extra mon- 
ey for schools, hospitals and the 



police, I now expect planned 
public spending to be kept 


over the next three years. 

When we first set out our 
public spending control totals 
three years ago, most pundits 
did not believe we would stick 
to ..them- The doubters have 
been proved wrong. Not only 
have we stuck to our plans, I 
have managed to reduce them 
again, for the third year running. 
Next year, the control total will 
beJ3.25bn below the level set 
in last year’s Budget That is 
£ 12 bn below the level we ex- 
pected for that year when I be- 
came Chancellor. 

Having reviewed the latest 
projections for public borrow- 
ing m the liglU of those decisions 
I have concluded that we can 
now return to the task of start- 
ing to cut taxes again. I am able 
to make tax cuts broadly equiv- 
alent to the spending reduc- 
tions. with government 
borrowing still fallfog to zero tty 
the end of the decade. 

After the Budget measures 
are taken into account I expect 
the PSBR to continue to fall at 
roughly the rate we have now 
achieved in the last two years. 
.1 expect it to fall from £29bn this 
year to £22J)bn in 1996-97 and 
£15bn in 1997-98. Broad bal- 
ance should be reached after a 
further two years. The financial 
deficit is now expected to be 
close to the Maastricht refer- 
ence level of 3 per cent of 
GDP in 1996-97, and to fall well 
below it in subsequent years. 

So fiscal policy will remain 
tight That is why the measures 
in this year's Budget are eco- 
nomically and socially respon- 
sible. I have made clear all 
along that eyeiy Budget I deliver 
will be dominated by the long- 
term interests of the economy. 

INDIRECT TAXES 

Before moving on to direct tax, 
let me run through my propos- 
als for indirect taxes. 

Landfill tax . 

Last year l proposed a new 
Landfill tax, a charge on the dis- 
posal of waste in, for example, 
tips and old quarries. This will 
come into effect on 1 October 
1996, charged at a standard rate 
of £7 per tpme and a lower rate 
o£ £2 for inactive waste. . 

The money raised by the 
Landfill tax wfll allow for a 
matching cut in the main rate 
of employers’ National Insur- 
ance contributions by a further 
0. 2 per cent to 10 percent firm 
April 1997. This wiD cut the cost 
of employment tty £500m and 
make it cheaper for businesses 
to create new jobs. 

Road fuel 

From 6 pm this evening, tax on 
petrol andrfieSel will rise by 35 p 
a litre. I also plan to increase the 
tax on super unl eaded petrol by 
a further 4p next May. This re- 
flects. its. higher emission of 
pollutants such as benzene and 
the dangrts to the revenue of 
; •: -Continued on page 17 
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news analysis 


If you do that again, you’ll pay for it 


B udgets are not always simply about 
balancing the books: there is often 
a subde^Teasoning at work in the imple- 
mentation of taxation policy. Whether it 
be drinking, driving or getting married, 
governments over the ages have tried to 
change our behaviour in numerous ways 
through taxation and spending. If you 


place a heavy tax on something, you 
make it more expensive, and discourage 
people from doing it. 

Taxing things which damage the envi- 
ronment is a good way to make individ- 
ual firms and families take account of the 
wider consequences of their actions. By 
taring leaded petrol more heavily than 


unleaded petrol, we are forcing drivers 
who use the leaded variety to pay for the 
extra discomfort they are causing others. 

Government also uses taxation to 
promote particular values. Very high 
tobacco taxation is supposed to dis- 
courage smoking. Some politicians even 
argue that the tax and benefit system pro- 


motes lone parenthood by giving lone 
mothers extra money. 

But a word of caution: it is easy to exag- 
gerate the power of tax. General social 
and economic trends are often much 
more powerful than the tax system. In 
the end, the reason the Treasury taxes 
“undesirable” activities is to raise money 


without raising too many complaints. 

Here, Paul Johnson and Sarah Tan- 
ner from the Institute for Fiscal Stud- 
ies investigate government arm-twisting 
by taxation; and we offer some 
reminders of past more-or-less batty 
attempts to change us via the pennies 
in our pockets. 
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/ 1698: Peter the Great 
/ imposed a beard tax in 
/ Russia, possWy because 
/beards were considered j 

/unhygienic. It was also a / 

/ form of wealth tax: the rich t 
/ were more fikely to sport / 


' HEALTH 

Imposing excise duties 
chi cigarettes and 
alcohol is often justified 
on health grounds; high 
taxes provide the “stick" 


/tS S m0reBke,yt0SP0rt 1 taxes provide thT-^t. 
/l795:Halr powder became /* &Y which the 
( taxable. Oeraymen earning / Government can beat 
/less than £100 were. r down the level of 
/ however, exempt, along with j unhealthy smoking and 
/ fte King, his courtiers and / drinking. In recent years 

/servants. L. “cJn" TSWOC haiKi 


/. these "sin" taxes have 
'■ been much more 
punitively directed against 
- smoking than drinking. 

The Government’s 1992 White — 
• Paper The Health of the Nation * 
announced a target for reducing ! 

cigarette consumption by 40 per .■ 
cent by the year 2000. In recent / a t£l 

budgets the Chancellor has made i ^ 

dear his belief that increasing the /cent! 

price of cigarettes is the most j encou 

effective way to achieve this, and ■ growfi 
-this year was no exception: real duty j young 
. on cigarettes was increased by 3 per / Jf 9 * 

cent Since 1979 the real value of i^fiS 
duty on cigarettes has increased by set 

■ more than 75 per cent / 

The real value of tax on alcohol, on 
the other hand, was cut this year- 
probaMymore in recognition of the growing r 

problem of cross-border shopping. But since e 
1979 the red value of duty on beer has t 

increased by only 15 per cent, and real duties on 
wine and spirits have fallen by about 30 per cent B< 
Do sin taxes work? There is dear evidence to 
that the number of smokers is felling and has fe\ 
been for 15 years: 29 per cent of men now chi 
smoke compared to 44 per cent in 1979. The age 
figures for women are 27 per cent now by « 

compared with 38 per cent While rt is hard to It 
separate the specific effect of price from more bern 
general changes in attitudes on health. ' has ! 

evidence suggeste that current and past price moth 
levels do have some effect. For the increi 

Government however, taxing cigarettes is years 
always a good way to raise more revenue. tax or 


MARRIAGE 

cise duties It was not until 1990 that the income 
i and tax system recognised married women 

in justified as independent earners. Until then our 
jnds; high system of taxing income jointly treated 

he “stick" married couples as a single unit But 

married couples this week received more 
i beat generous allowances than those for two 
ff single people. The move to independent 

>g and taxation in 1990 was one of the biggest 
t years structural changes of recent years, 
lave Many Conservatives are now worried 

the tax system favours “living in sin* 
i gainst above marriage. The value of the married 

couple’s allowance 

I 1694: William and Mary ] halvetTsince 19Q0 

■ t^bac^torsanr* . SlTstill^ 

. widowers Isa year. j 

! 1927: Mussolini Imposed i; |S 

I a tax on bachelors, which ! spurred into marrying 
! he Increased by 30 per f for the sake of £5 a 
! cent seven years later, to I week tax reduction is, 

/ encourage population J. however, doubtful. 

, growth and make the | The Government is 

I harde L l - . . I in conflict over family 

/ 1991: Those receiving child r ^ «?hould it he 
' benefit received more for 
I the first child: the eldest r ^ 1 “ ur ^ + ng 
■ was seen as more costly. }■ to go out to work, or 

/ encouraging mothers to 

stay at home? White the 

tax system itself is pretty 
neutral, social security policy has been aimed 
at making it more worthwhile for mothers to 
take low-wage jobs. 

i Single parents receive, as well as Child ■ 

Benefit, one-parent benefit This has led rrzz 
to fears that the tax and benefit system J 
favours single parents over couples with i ^ us 
children. Until this year the war of words j 1 7g( 

against (one parents was not followed up I on h 
by any policy taking money from them. I coac 
ft is largely a myth that the tax and 1 A taa 

benefit system has altered family life. There j shre ' 
has been a huge increase in working i *® r ® 

mothers. There has also been a big j g arri '. 

increase in single parents in the past 15 j owne 

years. But neither trend has much to do with J 
tax or benefits: other economic and social j 
forces are much stronger. j. 


ENVIRONMENT ! ac« 

The Government is committed to ; oMU 

taxing us to force us to comply : "** 

with its environmental goals. For 1 , ° I ? 
instance, reducing cartoon ' 

dioxide emissions was one 
reason given for the controversial ! e as> 

nave to VAT on domestic fuel. ; 177 
And last year the Chancellor \ kee 

announced plans for a new landfill .jwen 
levy - a tax on dumping waste - ! ^I 

effective from October 1996. , ;*** 

Such thinking also lay behind a • sur- 

tax differential between leaded and 
unleaded petrol introduced in April 
1987. This was designed to persuade 
drivers to switch from leaded petrol to 
the more environment-friendly unleaded. 
The differential was widened in successive 
budgets to its present 5p a litre. 

Since the introduction of the differential . 
the real value of duty on leaded petrol has 
increased by 38 per cent By comparison, 
that on unleaded has gone up by 21 per 
cent Orerthis period, the share of unleaded 
petrol has risen from a negligible level in 
1986 to around half of afl sales in 1993. 

But the shift from leaded petrol was 
hampered by the feet that some old cars 
just would not ran on unleaded; they needed 
to be replaced altogether or, where possible, 
converted. The feel tax differential was 
designed to provide a financial incentive to 
cover the cost of converting or replacing such 
unsuitable cars. 


1 1696: Houses were taxed , eMAure o ■ cici 
i according to the amount ■ SgMNGS « LEI5I 

: of light they let in. HOMES The Go 

■ Window tax remained in ; John Major excise ' 

■j force wiW 1851 Windows; described Ns buying 

' omyBudgetas often 

i householder’s bill was . 3 

.easy. . Budget for is 17. 

S 1777: Householders savers’. He childr 

'? keeping male servants follcwed a long exert 

.1 were faxed. Those tradition of Th 

• employing female servants . Conservative drstri 

, weren t taxed until 1785. chancellors who muc 

— . ■■ tried to persuade on f 

us to save more - tha 

there is economic virtue rt a high savings tryi 

cuttore There are now inoeasmg numbers da 

of ways to save without having to pay any en 
tax on the investment income, including an 

through the Tessas htroduced by Mr Major. Itk 
But there is no evidence that these reforms tz 
have had much effect on the amount that 
we actually do save: people just move s 

existing savings from elsewhere into the tax- c 
free accounts. 

The biggest forms of saving are pensions 
and houses. To f&in maximum benefit from 
pension-related tax relief, we used to have to 
be a member of a company occupational 
pension plan. No long en Five million 
people have their own personal r ~ i79Qg 

pension. The Government seems to > 
have persuaded us that we should save \ rr^al 
fix old age. But perhaps its greatest \ gamb 
achievement for savers is the slaying of \ 1995; 
‘ inflation. • ; yean 

Ironically, it might be precise^ this that -i road , 

reduces our desire to take part in that other 
Conservative dream - the home-ownarg . 
democrat^ Ttfis was promoted through the 1{ax€ 

policy of selling couxxl houses in the l mol 

Elites, and there are more thai a million j wai 
more home-owners as a result- But home- pul 

owners, who faced an extraordinarily , 

generous tax regme, have gaduafiy seen the 
value erf their tax breaks whittled away. These 
reductions have become much more pronounced 
since the pofiticaf demise of lady Thatcher, the last 
goat defender of mortgage interest relief. 


j 1927: Goat tax 
I introduced by 
{Mussolini. 

1790s: Texes imposed 
on horses, dogs, 
coaches and carriages. 
A tax on dogs was a 
I shrewd move: people 
l were loath lo part with 
j pets. Horses and 
j carriages were usually 
J owned by the rich. 


In this year’s Budget 
there was no change in 
the differential,' duties 
on leaded and 
unleaded woe both 
increased ty 3.5p. Most 
cars that were going to 
be converted probably 
have been by now, and 
since 1993 the financial 
incentive has abo been 
backed by legslation on 
emission standards. 


LEISURE & CONSUMPTION 

The Government uses the stick of high 
excise duties to dissuade us from 
buying cigarettes and alcohol. But in 
other areas it uses the carrot of not 
charging VAT. The standard rate of VAT 
is 17.5 per cent, but food, books and 
children’s clothes, for example, are 
exempt from this tax. 

This is for two reasons. The first is 
distolxibonai: power people spend a 
much higher proportion of their income 
on food than do richer people (though 
that did not stop Norman Lament from 
trying to impose VAT at the full rate on 
domestic fuel). And, thou^i families are 
encouraged to buy children's clothes, they 
are not encouraged to buy sweets which, 

(ike biscuits (but not other foods), are 
taxed. 

The generous tax treatment of books 
and newspapers is not justified on 
distributional grounds. They are just seen 
as “merit goods’, which it is good for us to 
buy. Education, including education in 
private schools, is also good for us, if lack 
o of VAT on payments are anything to go by. 

Until 1979, the taxman decided which 

goods were luxuries and 


' 1790s: Tbx levied on \ nf 

\ playing cards and dice: a * 
i moral stand against t VAT. though then that 
\ gambling. \ meant only 125 per 

; 1995: Au cars over 25 \ cent compared with a 

’ years old exempted from ] standard 8 per cent 
' road tax: vintage cars are Fridges and cookers 
a valuable part of British i were luxuries. 

SSomanUmon. \ 
l taxed employer-provided ^ a s P ec ®’J“' ThefB 
\ mobile phones, believing he \ B a senes of taxes on 
] was helping to eliminate a \ general betting, 

, public nuisance. ' football pools and 

1 evren slot machines. 

Like drinking and 
smoking, betting was 
deemed a an. Now we have the National 
Lottery, plus cuts in betting taxes so the 
private sector can compete. 


y 



Tonight an Important ceremony Lakes place in Belfast. President Clinton 
flies in from London, bis head full of the peace process and his luggage full 
of Bushmills Black LabeL Then, rested and refreshed, he will switch on the 
lights of the city’s Christmas tree before a huge crowd. (The tree is a 45- 
footer from Nashville, Tfeimessee, which cultural centre is bafflingly 
’’twinned” - or, at least, ’’sister city” - with Belfast.) 

1 was charmed to hear of a discussion that took place between officials of 
the American consulate in Belfast, and a chap from the city corporation. 
Confirming the imminent arrival of the Prez, the consulate suggested that he’d 
be delighted to do the tree lights. 

Tm afraid he can't,” said the 
Ulsterman, “We’ve already got 
someone to do daL” The consulate 
staff were nonplussed. “Who?” they 
inquired (John Major? Geny 
Adams?). “It’s de Power Rangers,” 
said the Belfast jobsworth. “Listen 
pal,” one American replied, "We’re 
talking here about the President of 
the United States.” “I know dat,” said 
the implacable Hibernian. “But an . 
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installing a circus for a dozen . . • 

perfor mances in January. - . i ,• 
It’s the Cirque du Solefl, that ' 
Canadian gang of sup^rtioupere wiio 
perform feats of batso cafethenics and 
take themselves terribly seriously as a 

kind of adrenalinated commerha 


H|B 


the Tock baud nor the SF weirdos. "Tt 
was when we had the Bolshoi in and 
staged them in the round." That was 
offensive? “People were outraged. 
Ballet in the round, you see. They 
haled it. Apparently it's just not on to 
have to look at ballerinas’ bottoms.” 

Friends wbo sat in at the Irish Times 
literary awards in Dublin last week 
report three pleasing sights. One was 
the weird spectacle of a President - 
the republic’s most famous 
constitutional lawyer; Mary Robinson 
-who actually reads books and speaks 
about them with critical insight. 

Another was the sight of the 75- 
year-old, blind Paddy Devlin, he wbo 
founded the SDLP with Geny Pitt 
only to see all his public thunder 
stolen try John Bnme, picking up the 
non-fiction prize, and proving that 
yon don't need to be part of Ireland's 
youth explosion to win things; third 
was the sight of the new Nobel 
laureate, Seamus Heaney, tucking his 
napkin into his collar before 
attacking his dinner, a gesture 
favoured by ploughmen and 
aristocrats from time immemorial. 

Last week I mentioned the Mystery 
of the Stolen Letters. A month ago. the 
writer Rjy Weldon was burgled and the 
only ftimg taken was correspondence 
with her former agent Giles Gordon. 
Now i learn that, not 24 hours after the 
Weldon blag, another of Mr Gordon's 
clients. Sue Tbwnsend (of Adrian Mole 
fame), had her place broken into. Ms 
Tbwnsend is no stranger to burglary. 




But this time they turned her house 
upside down, took her favourite fax 
machine and threw her files all over the 
place in a frenzy of frustration. What 
were they looking for? It may be 
relevant to point out that Ms 
Townsend's letters from Mr Gordon 
cannot be found at her home: they're 
all at her office in nearby Leicester. 
What did Giles Gordon make of his 
status as felon-magnet? “If two of my 
dienis have been burgled,” he says 
cheerily, “that leaves only 71 to go. 
Presumably the culprit is a literary 
agent manquC.” i should warn the 
villain that there's little point in trying 
to burgle Buckingham Palace. The 
Prince of Whies ceased to be a diem of 
Gordon's six months ago. 

An outbreak of unrestrained dancing, 
singing and communal glee has greeted 
the sad news that the journalist 
Stephen Glover has been fired from the 
London Evening Standard. One of the 
three co-founders of the Independent, 
and the first editor of the Independent 
on Sunday, Glover decamped to the 
Standard, from which redoubt be fired 
off increasingly bflioas and spittle- 
flecked weekly salvoes of contempt 
about his old newspaper's 
management, sales, design, redesign, 
personnel, features, destiny and 
anything else that occurred to him. The 
sleep of junior fad^endevk reporters 
was baxmted by dreams of Glover’s 
hangdog, saturnine features, as of a 
permanently pissed-off undertaker; 
coming through the night to remark on 
thefr shortcomings. 

Be irritated many other people in 
his impossibly snpofor and tritchily 
critical media column - among tbon, 
the Standard's new editor-elect. Max 
Hastings. While not ofBdaDy in the 

driving seat until the New \feai; 
Hastings cracked yesterday and is said 
to have snarled, “1 don’t care how long 
[Glover] sits there. I'm not giving him 
anything to do!” Glover departs with a 
rumoured goitdea kick of £100,000 bat 
his immediate future seems stable. 

He's contracted to write regnlarfy for 
Hastings 's old paper, the Telegraph, 
and a media column for the Spectator. 
Poor Max (and the rest of ns) wifl bave 
to endnre Gkrveris attacks for a wtiUe 
to come, albeit from a peashooter: 
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The Clinton 


peace process 


T he Anejo-Irisft rush to compromise 
before-Bill Clinton’s arrival yesterday 
recalls the old story about an occasion 


when Jesus was spotted wandering 
towards St Peter’s on a donkey. “Holy 


Father, Holv Father, what should we 
do?" beseeched the panicking cardinals. 
“Look busy," was the pontifical reply. 

There was no way that John Major and 
the Irish premier, John Bruton, could rea- 
sonably explain to the US President why, 
after 15 months of peace, all-party talks 
had not yet begun. And Britain, ever anx- 
ious to emphasise its sovereignly over 
Northern Ireland, was not prepared to let 
Mr Clinton gain the credit for making a 
breakthrough. Hence the lllh-hour deal 
and handshake on Tuesday night just 
before the US leader set off on his trip. 

But the agreement is more than just a 
cobbled-together political fudge. The 
stalemate in the peace process has at last 
been broken. Preparatory discussions can 
now look at developing a framework for 
all-party substantive negotiations, sched- 
uled to begin at the end of February. In 
the meantime, an international commis- 
sion wiD tackle the decommissioning issue. 

Most important, the relationship 
between London and Dublin - the rock 
upon which a political settlement will be 
built - has been secured. For several 
months, a worrying rift had been growing. 
The British government has been adamant 
that some arms must be given up before 
all-party talks could commence. Dublin is 
equally convinced that the IRA cannot 
meet such a precondition without splitting 
the Republican movement. 

The joint communique recognises these 
differences but ensures that they do not 
halt political progress, at least for now. 


Though neither the Unionists nor Sinn 
Fein jumped for joy at what was agreed, 
the initiative serves as a safety valve for 
whai was becoming an explosive situation. 

Those who predicted that the IRA was 
on the brink of restarting its military cam- 
paign were probably exaggerating. Even 
extreme Republicans have little stomach 
tor a return to a conflict that achieved lit- 
tle over 25 years. But a poisonous atmos- 
phere had developed, as demonstrated by 
the bitterness of the summer marching 
season. In such an environment, distur- 
bances can easily spill over in generalised 
communal violence. There was an urgent 
need for a release of tension. 

The long-term problems have not gone 
away, though. Divisions between Dublin 
and London remain. It is difficult to see 
how the British government or the IRA 
could alter their stance on decommis- 
sioning without lasing credibility. So, at this 
stage, it looks like the process wfll falter 
again early next year if the IRA refuses to 
hand over arms before constitutional talks. 

The solution to this problem is not clear. 
Both sides must give a little. But the in- 
volvement of George Mitchell as chairman 
of the international commission bodes 
well. He is the former majority leader in 
the LIS Senate, well used to taokering 
deals with the apparently irreconcilable. 
He is also Clinton's man: the President will 
want to see the peace process healthy 
when he goes to the poOs in search of Irish- 
American votes next November. 

In short, the political leaders have 
bought themselves a little more time, the 
second peaceful Christmas in succession. 
They will have do a great deal more than 
this if hopes for Northern Ireland are to 
be matched by reality. 


A teacher’s lot must 
be made a happy one 


W ho would be a teacher? Fewer and 
fewer, it would seem. No one 


working in a school will be surprised by 
news from the National Audit Office 


that 150.000 teachers have taken early 
retirement in the past decade. Teachers 
feel maligned by the world: blamed by 


politicians for letting standards fall, 
blamed bv parents for failing to disci- 


blamcd by parents for failing to disci- 
pline children, and blamed by society for 
everything from failing to' spot child 
abuse to their pupils' bad manners. 

The message from much of the media 
is that teachers are idle incompetents 
whose holidays are too long and whose 
views are too trendy. Recently, Chris 
NVoodhead, Her Majesty’s Chiefluspec- 
tor of Schools, has joined in, berating 
teachers for the methods they use and 
announcing that 15,000 of them should 
be sacked. 

At the same time, the job has become 
increasingly insecure. Once teaching 
was a safe, secure public sector profes- 
sion, in which people accepted lower 
salaries in return for the security of a job 
for life. Not any more. Due to cuts in 
public spending, nearly 10,000 teachers 
lost their jobs last year. More may do so 
this year. 

To depress and demoralise those 
responsible for educating our children 
is extremely destructive. The nation 
cannot afford the loss of 150,000 expe- 
rienced teachers when its prosperity 
depends on closing the gap in education 
standards between Britain and many of 
its competitors. Only teachers will be 
able to make the difference in the class- 
room and to raise standards across the 
board. 


So what is to be done? One solution 
is lo improve teachers’ salaries and pro- 
motion prospects. Good honours grad- 
uates entering the profession earn just 
£13,350, rising over about seven years to 
£20,145, the top of the ordinary class- 
room teacher scale. There they may stay 
for a long time. The biggest group of 
teachers earns about £21,000. For this 
they work nearly 50 hours a week, 
according to figures produced by the 
Teachers' Pay Review Body. 

Bui better pay alone is not enough. 
Teachers need less haranguing and more 
encouragement. The best way to raise 
their morale and their enthusiasm for 
teaching is to accord them the status and 
respect they deserve. 


They need more support from the 
Government, too. When the school 


inspectors arrive to pronounce on a 
school’s success or failure, they should 


give the teaching staff help and advice 
to make real improvements in the 
school, rather than just vanishing until 
the next inspection. 

Of course bad teachers must go. 
Teaching is far too important to allow 
those who fail at the job to cany on. 
Combining a serious increase in salaries 
and status for the majority of extremely 
capable teachers, while rooting out the 
few who drag them down, would do 
much lo raise the value of the profession 
in the eyes of the outside world. 

Until a teacher's profession is a source 
of pride rather than embarrassment, the 
haemorrhage of talented staff will con- 
tinue. Everyone has to recognise how 
badly we need teachers and how much 
wc undervalue them. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Iain Duncan Smith 


Budget travel 


I t was that great Greek poet Cavafy who 
wrote that life was noi about the arrival 


but rather about the journey, and. in a 
sense, so was Tuesday’s Budget. A jour- 
ney from recession to growth, with 
another budger yet to come. This is 
clearly an 18-monih strategy. 

The £3.2bn reduction in government 
expenditure is welcome and although I 
hoped for more, it indicates our resolve 
to power the burgeoning cost of gov- 
ernment. Furthermore, the lowering of 
taxes is very welcome and fully in line 
with Conservative instincts. With 26 
million people benefiting from this, 
then the economy will also benefit. 
This, however, cannot be the end of the 
Story, for I expect over the next 12 
months we will see continuing pressure 
from the Treasury for budget restraint, 
and then later next year further reduc- 
tions to make room for further tax cuts. 
Yet this Budget was twin-pronged. The 
first prong was Tuesday's cautious, 
though very welcome, move back into 
tax reduction, and the second is a reduc- 
tion in interest rates - to work effec- 
tively, both prongs are necessary. 

List year the Bank of England pan- 
icked about a surge in raw-material 
prices and put huge pressure on the 
Chancellor to raise interest rates in anti- 
cipation of inflationary pressure. There 
was an initial rise but that was noL 
enough for the Bank; it continued on 


right up to the end of this summer with 
its insistence on interest-rate rises. 

What has become clear is that the 
Bank was quite wrong, the expected 
surge in inflation did not happen. Instead, 
the early interest-rate rises and the effect 
of the lottery have resulted in a slowdown 
that has led to smaHer-than-expected gov- 
ernment receipts. Thank God, the Chan- 
cellor rejected any further interest-rate 
rises this year and now the Bank admits 
it was wrong. 

With the most stable economic perfor- 
mances for a generation, the British econ- 
omy is poised to benefit us aU. However, 
to reap that benefit we need to boost 
growth rates, and to do that, gjw?n the scale 
of Lhe tax cuts, the economy now needs a 
reduction in interest rates. That requires 
stability in the markets, and that is what 
Tuesday’s Budget was in part about. 

Most important, once applied, it is a 
strategy that, over the next 12 months, 
will convince the public that this is a Con- 
servative government which not only 
wants people to take more power over 
their own lives but can deliver. Tb win the 
next election the public needs to realise 
that a move to Labour would be a gam- 
ble that it could not possibly afford. 

I await Christmas with great expecta- 
tions. 


The writer is Conservative MP for 
Chingford. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The conflict in Northern Ireland: origins and solutions 


From Mr Stephen Plowden 
Sir Andrew Matt’s article “In 
Ireland, no war is still ^ood news” 
(28 November), pointing out the 
benefits that peace has brought 
to Northern Ireland, is very wel- 
come. But even Mr Marr slurs 
into unnecessary pessimism by 
accepting the argument that the 

E rovince's constitutional prob- 
uns are ultimately insoluble 
because the two communities 
there want mutually exclusive 
things. 

Some people in Northern Ire- 
land think of themselves as 
British and reject an Irish iden- 
tity: some feel themselves to be 
exclusively Irish; some feel both 
Irish and British: others find it 
most natural to describe them- 
selves as belonging to Ulster or 
to Northern Ireland. It may be 
difficult to devise a constitution 
that wfll take account of all these 
different identities, but it is not 
logically impossible. 

I have previously suggested 
one possible solution which is 
that Northern Ireland should 
become a largely self-governing 
province both of the UK and of 
the Republic of Ireland; there 
may be better ones. 

The problem only becomes 
insoluble if people say, “I want to 
be British (Irish) and therefore 
you, my neighbour, have to be so 
as well.” But how many people in 
Northern Ireland are still saying 
that? 

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen Plowden 
London, NW1 
28 November 


From Mr Simon Partridge 
Sin Andrew Marr ascribes the 
conflict in Northern Ireland to 
‘The long decades of Protestant 
ascendancy, bigotry and discrim- 
ination'’. He does not seem to 
have noticed that it was only last 
week that the Irish Republic 
voted, by the narrowest of mar- 
gins, to remove hs discriminatory 
ban od divorce. 

The underlying cause of the 
conflict lies in the feet that Irish 
nationalism does not yet unam- 
biguously accept the right of the 
Ulster Protestants to remain in 
the UK state of which they have 
been a part for nearly 200 years. 
The dispute at heart is not one 
between backward bigots, it is a 
conflict between two supposedly 
democratic states.- 

However reluctantly, the 
British state in 1921 recognised 
the right of southern Irish 
Catholics lo secede from it Does 
the Irish state recognise the right 
of the Ulster Protestants to 
remain in the UK? If it does not. 
the war by proxy between the 
Irish and the British states played 
out (mainly) in Northern Ireland 
win sooner or later continue, as 
serious Irish republicans seek to 
give effect to the Irish constitu- 
tion and the unionists to defend 
their position in the UK 
Yours sincerely, 

Simon Partridge 
London, N2 


confirmed and established the 
love and respect for Great Britain 
and the British that brought me 
to these islands to do my research 
years ago at Oxford. But it leaves 
me in the following quandary: 
everyone in Northern Ireland 
has guns (and bombs), or ready 
access to guns (and bombs), 
directly or indirectly. 

So who is more in line with the 
principles I have learned from my 
British mates - justice, feir-play 
and good faith - aimed parties 
who will sit down and talk about 
surrendering their arms, or 
armed parties who will not sit 
down to talk at all? 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Hutchison McFadden 
Dun Laogbaire, 

Co Dublin 
27 November 


From Mr Thomas Hutchison 
McFadden 

Sin My experience as an “Irish 
American" in Britain has only 


From Mr M. GhireUi 
Sir. “The Catholic Church 
remains absolutely central to Ire- 
land's sense of itself as a nation” 
- so writes Conor Gearty (“When 
church and state divorce”, 27 
November). He thereby implicitly 
denies that a million Ulster 
Protestants can ever truly be 
regarded as Irish. Short of 
forcible mass conversion to the 
faith of Rome, or some sort of 
programme of ethnic cleansing in 
Ulster and the repatriation of 
Protestants to Britain, how then 
could the hope of Irish unity ever 
be fulfilled? 

In fact, of course, the nation- 
alist movement in Ireland has 
always based its arguments for 
unity on geography - the fact that 


Throw open the closet, then take it apart 


From Mr Antony Grey 
Sir: Monday was the 25th anni- 
versary of the first Gay Liberation 
Front public demonstration 
against homophobic injustice. In 


those days - even after the 1967 
Sexual Offences Act, which I 
had helped to pilot on to the 
Statute book - homosexuals were 
still regarded by many “respect- 
able” people as the scum of soci- 
ety - vidous criminals, sick, path- 
etically twisted perverts, or both. 

Now, as your excellent feature 
“Moving into the mainstream” 
(27 November) shows, it is pos- 
sible for some people to be open 
about their homosexuality with- 
out dama gin g their careers or 
their social standing. Some, but 
not all; as you say, the list is heavi- 
ly skewed - anti-homosexual pre- 
judice still keeps those in many 
walks of life firmly in the doset 
And the great majority of your 40 
subjects are London-based. 

When I was Secretary of the 
Homosexual Law Reform Soci- 
ety in the Sixties, all of us were 
“in the closet” - there was 
nowhere else to be. Now, thanks 
to a third of a century’s cam- 
paigning, that is no longer the 
case. But the closet still exerts a 


powerfully cramping and dis- 
torting impact, not only upon 
homosexuals themselves, but 
also upon the larger society’s per- 
ceptions of us. We are the only 
discriminated-against minority 
that suffers the handicap of par- 
tial visibility. 

It is time for the closet to be 
dismantled. The “outing” of 
specific individuals is a red her- 
ring. The crucial issue is the 
malign social effect of the closet 
itself. This wfll end only through 
the combined efforts of increas- 
ing numbers of gay people who 
are prepared to state openly, as 
the Gay Liberation Front did, 
that Gay is Good and Gay is 
Proud, and that they are not 


prejudice must, and will be, 
overcome. 

Yours faithfully, 

Antony Grey 
London, NW2 
28 November 


From Mr David Burtinson 
Sir “Revealed: the 40 most influ- 
ential gay men in Britain” (Sec- 
tion Two, 27 November) was nei- 
ther revealing nor can the 
selection be taken seriously. 
Nearly all of the men concerned 
were already well known to be 
gay, so what has been revealed? 
Some 85 per cent of them are 
closely connected with the arts or 
media, and while one would 


the population at large? Just 
because a gay man is not “out” 
does not mean that he cannot be 
influential. 

The majority of the millions of 
gay men in Britain are not 
instantly recognisable as such; 
for whatever reason, they choose 
not to express specifically their 
sexuality in their lifestyle, but 
they are still gay. The bias in 
your selection serves only to 
perpetuate the absurd myth that 
if you’re gay, the chances are 
that you work in some field 
associated with the arts and 
media. 

Yours faithfully, 

David Burunson 
London, SE24 
29 November 


ashamed to be gay, ana of every- 
one of goodwill in the larger 


accept that people writing in the 
media are likely to be influential 


society who is prepared to 
recognise the extent of. the 
homophobic prejudice, fear and 
ignorance that still pervades 
society and to take meaningful 
steps to curb it. 

A determined effort is needed 
to bring new initiatives into edu- 
cation, professional training and 
legal provision. The inertia of 
politicians and religious leaders 
unwilling to grasp the nettle of 


because of the nature of their 
jobs, it is absurd to suggest that 
their influence is overwhelming. 

The obvious conclusion to be 
drawn from the selection made is 
that there are only a handful of 
gay men in the upper echelons of 
business, politics, the legal and 
medical professions, and me Civil 
Service, but is there any real evi- 
dence that gays are under-repre- 
sented in these Gelds compared 
to the proportion of gay men in 


From Ms Joanna Baxter Fielding 
Sin If it were not for the fact 
that (as proved by your survey) 
sexual inclination is generally 
irrelevant to one’s professional 
life, I would say that I was look- 
ing forward to your “survey of 
lesbians influential in Britain 
today” - which, I trust, can be 
expected soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joanna Baxter Fielding 
Nottingham 
27 November 


Is honesty always the best policy? 


From Ms fStty Paul 
Sir. Does honesty really pay? My 
21-year-old daughter graduated 
this year and is busy job hunting 
in London. After three yeare as 
an undergraduate and five 
months unemployed she has a 
cash flow problem. 

Thro months ago, she picked op 
a discarded envelope which con- 
tained $5,000 in cash and $3,000 
in American Express travellers 
cheques. She immediately 
phoned the American Express 


number and gave her own name 
and phone number. 'Rventy-four 
hours later the owner of the 
money left a message to say that 
he would like to speak to her. 
Meanwhile, my daughter had 
decided that it would be safest to 
take the money to a police sta- 
tion, which She did. 

The police told her that if the 
money was not claimed within six 
weeks it would be hers. The owner 
□ever phoned hack. My daughter 
returned to the police station after 


six weeks to be told that the money 
had been reclaimed the day after 
she had handed it in. She has had 
mi tiianks from the owner nor from 
American Express and has had no 
recompense for the expenses she 
incurred in reluming it 
I feel very angry that she is now 
left with the feeling that perhaps 
honesty was not the best policy. 
How sad that being honest has 


Council vs counsel 


been such a costly and demoral- 
ising experience for her. 


ising experience for her. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kitty Paul 

Willi ton, Somerset 


From Mr Nigel Peake 
Sir. Whatever the statistics may 
be concerning litigation in cro5 
courts (letters, 27 November), the 
fact is that claims against local 
authorities have risen dramati- 
cally in the past 10 years, as Polly 
Tbynbec correctly reported (24 
November). 

Yours faithfully, 

Nigel Peake 

Corporate Affairs Department 
ZunCR Insurance 
Portsmouth, Hampshire 
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That’s his actual Turner Prize cheque - you can buy it for £50,000 


Ireland is a single island and 
that anybody from there must 
necessarily be Irish. Perversely, 
most Irish would quite happily 
see the division of the neigh- 
bouring island of Britain into 
two stales - who can doubL that 
they would support any move by 
their fellow Cells in Scotland to 
seek independence from West- 
minster? For they would see the 
Soots as a separate nation with 
the right to self-rule, a people 
who simply happen to live on the 
same island as the English. 

But they have a different logic 
for Ireland: the nationalists claim 
all their fellow islanders as com- 
patriots simply because they are 
fellow islanders. So it is that the 
nationalists denv Ulster people 
their separate ethnic identity and 
insist that the six counties must 
be ruled from Dublin - however 
much Ulster Protestants may 
object to Irishness being foisted 
upon them. But geography- 
counts little for Ulster people’: 
they will continue to resist rule 
from Dublin precisely because 
they know that too many in the 
Republic share Conor Gearty's 
perception that the only real 
Irish are Catholics. 

Hopefully, the vote for a 
change to the divorce laws might 
just begin to convince people in 
Northern Ireland that there is 
beginning to prevail south of the 
border a new perception of what 
defines an Irish person. 

Yours, 

M. Ghlrelu j 

Buckingham 

27 November ' 


Hiding behind 
right to silence 


From Mr Ray Clarke 
Sin The judgment by the Court 
of Appeal in the Guinness fraud 
trial (Law Report; “Guinness 
defendants' appeals dismissed”, 
28 November) will no doubt 
bring a sigh of relief from the 
newly created Environment 
Agency and the green lobby. The 
relief may be temporary given 
that it will be considered by the 
European Court and a decision 
is expected early next year. 

The appeal considered the 
powers of DTI inspectors under 
the Companies Act and the oblig- 
ation to answer questions on 
pain of sanctions contrary to the 


principle of the right to silence. 

Under similar provisions in 
environmental legislation, regu- 
lators such as the NRA (and 
from next April the Environ- 
ment Agency) have the power to 
demand answers to questions 
about polluting incidents. The 
Environment Act has recently 
increased the penalties for failing 
to provide such information. 

I can testify to the value of 
these provisions in a recent water 
pollution case I was prosecuting, 
affecting some 20km of river and 
which resulted in a major fish kill. 
The power to demand informa- 
tion led to an industrial chemical 
manufacturer admitting respon- 
sibility and being successfully 
prosecuted. 

If the European Court comes 
to a contrary decision to that of 
the Court of Appeal, the impli- 
cations could be far wider than 
the fight against commercial 
fraud. The Environmental 
Agency and any right-minded 
citizen would hardly be likely to 
agree that polluters should be 
able to hide life-threatening mis- 
takes or catastrophic pollution 
behind the right to silence. 
Yours faithfully, 

Ray Clarke 
Solicitor 

Nabarro Nathamon 
Doncaster 
28 November 


Listed buildings 
are not for ever 


From Mr Peter Ayley 
Sin The listing of buildings is not 
a way of freezing the past, as 
stated by Peter Popham (“Be 
listed, be damned”, 27 Novem- 
ber). It provides a degree of pro- 
tection to certain buildings by 
requiring a bureaucratic proce- 
dure prior to any substantial 
changes. The Centre Point build- 
ing may have been listed, but 
there could be consent granted 
for its demolition before the end 
of the year. Listing gives the 
question of change a public air- 
ing instead of allowing singular 
decision-making. 

Control does not cause medi- 
ocrity; just as freedom from con- 
trol does not obviate it, as in the 
Docklands. 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Ayley 

London, N1 
27 November . 


Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor, and indude 
a daytime telephone number. (Fax: 
0171-293 2056; email: tetters@in- 
dependenLco.Hk) Letters may be 
edited tor length and clarity Back 
issues of tbe Independent are avail- 
able from Historic Newspapers. 
0800 906609. 
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A Kalashnikov in every cupboard 

It is an old convention of civil wars that, even when peace is made, citizens keep their guns 


W ell over a decade ago. 1 was rum- 
maging through piles ol 60-year- 
oJd newspapers in the roof of the 
home of friends in Co Carlow, search- 
ing for copies of the Irish Times which 
reported the 11*22-23 civil war. Bui 
what I found, hidden deep beneath 
those papers, was a far more power- 
ful symbol of that tragic conflict: a big. 
heavy British Lee Enficid .303 rifle - 
a small crown and the date 14 IS 
stamped on the wooden slock - with 
a fresh ammunition clip beside it. 

How the IRA of 191N-21 bought, 
captured or stole the weapon will 
never be known. But it had passed into 
the hands of an Irish family and rem- 
ained with them throughout the sub- 
sequent war in which Michael Collins 
died for the Provisional government of 
the Irish Free Stale, and at the end of 
which Eamon de Valera surrendered 
on behalf of the anti-treaty Republican 
Forces. And when that war was over, 
like thousands of Jrish men and 
women, the Carlow family had kept 
their Lee Enfield rifle, just in ease. In 
case the British returned. In ease the 
Irish civil war was not really over. In 
case the Irish ceasefire did not last. 

Now. of course, the old Lee Enfield 
was an antique, the cause of humour 
over dinner a few hours after f found 
it. Maybe, someone suggested, it 
should be given to a local museum. 
But I could not help remembering that 
gun when i heard that US Senator 
George Mitchell was going to look 
into that most sinister of all stumbling 
blocks in the Irish “peace process**: the 


“decommNsii m i n c of weapons". For 
the ghosts cl Irish history haunt the 
present more palpahlv than must of as 
imagine and. by and large, civil war 
participants do nor usu«il)v give up 
their weapons when they lay down 
their arms for a cejsefire. They keep 
them for protection until peace 
treaties are signed. 

Indeed, hack in December of 1421), 
when Collins was waginu his first war 
-against the British - he blamed Lloyd 
George s ^insistence on “decom- 
missioning" for continuing the blood- 
shed. ”... although terms nf Truce 
were virtually agreed upon", he wrote, 
just before his death in 1422. "they 
were abandoned because the British 
leaders thought those actions indic- 
ated weakness. and they consequently 
decided in insist upon surrender of our 
arms. The result was the continuance 
of the struggle. British aggression 
went on unabated and our defence was 
kept up to Ihc best of our ability". 

Mitchell may not know that when 
the Irish civil war ended in 1*123, de 
Valera - as he is quoted in Tim Pat 
Coogan’s biography - tried io secure 
“suitable buildings" in each province 
oi Ireland “to be used by J Republican 
forcesj as barracks and arsenals. where 
Republican arms should he stored, 
sealed up and defended hy a specially 
pledged (sic ) Republican guard* 8 . 
After elections, the arms cuuki be reis- 
sued. de Valera thought, "in such (a) 
manner as may secure the consent of 
the government then elected**. In 
1423. the Irish government insisted all 



ROBERT FISK 


arms must be surrendered and a few 
token "heavy weapons" - or what pas- 
sed for field guns in the rag-tug army 
of the anti-treaty men - were given up. 
But the rest were dug into the earth, 
hidden in roofs or cow-byres, where 
many of (Item remain to this day. 

Ministers in the present-day Irish 
government haw been both infuriated 
and fearful of John Major's repeated 
insistence on “decommissioning" ns 
the price for all-party talks that 
included Sinn Fein - not just because 
of the terrible but private and uupub- 
liciscd warnings of attacks into the 
Republic which (he Pmiesiant para- 
militaries promised the Irish cabinet 
if the Belfast ceasefire broke down, 
but because, historically, the men and 
women of Ireland do not hand over 
their guns. Even after the 1*NS rising. 
Irishmen hid their pikes rathci than 
surrender them to the English. 

Would an Irish peace really he in 
danger if the IRA and the so-called 
"Uiyulisis" buried their guns in the gar- 
den? The Lebanese civil war suggests 
it would not. When the Christians and 
Muslims of Beirut ended [heir conflict 


in I M**tt - after the Syrian bombing of 
a Lebanese rebel general's last 
redoubt - there was an ostentatious 
call by the new Lebanese government 
tor the handing over of all militia arms. 

A lew trucks were ceremonially 
given to the newly reconstituted Leb- 
anese army and a boatload of rocket- 
propelled grenades was dispatched to 
Croatia by the greediest of the Chris- 
tian militiamen, but most of the Kal- 
ashnikovs and pistols and grenades 
and ammunition boxes were buried in 
the hills or beneath the floorboards of 
Lebanese homes. 

Senator Mitchell - who. ironically, 
is of Lebanese as well as Irish extrac- 
tion - might take note of all this. For 
I know hundreds of Lebanese families 
who have kepi their guns: in my small 
area of west Beirut they are mostly 
hidden in cupboards, with the tacit 
permission ol the security forces. The 
deal is simple, though unwritten: if the 
peace continues, the guns will never 
be used: but if the army cannot keep 
(he peace, then the guns Ivcomo once 
more the ultimate means of each 
lantily's defence. So the price a gov- 
ernment pays to keep the guns out of 
sight is the success of the security it 
provides for its own people. 

Of course, there are terrible risks. 
Once Tito had satisfied his thirst for 
revenge against the wartime Croats, he 
insisted lli.it every family in Yugoslavia 
keep a gun in their home for defence 
against invasion. And when the south- 
ern Slav civil war broke out in 1491. 
those same guns were pulled out of 


She was one of the leading lawyers of her generation. But now the First Lady is a Step ford Wife 

What have they done to Hillary? 


T wo dozen “prominent British 
women" were rustled up over- 
night. Would we be available for cof- 
fee and a discussion with Mrs Clinton 
at 9.15 yesterday morning? She 
wanted to' talk about problems facing 
professional women - or so the mes- 
sage said. Well, that is an invitation not 
tn be sneezed at. murmured confi- 
dentially late night down the phone 
from the head of embassy personnel. 

The first question was, who were 
the other 23 selected “prominent 
women"? Some had no trouble earn- 
ing the sobriquet - Lady Blackstone. 




POLLY TOYNBEE 


the Labour baroness without whom no 
conference or committee is ever com- 
plete; Gillian Shephard, the most 
senior woman in the Cabinet; Sue 
MacGregor of the Today programme; 
Sue SUpraan, erstwhile patron saint of 
single parents, now head of the Train- 
ing ana Enterprise Councils; Deborah 
Warner, the distinguished theatre 
director. There were two of us jour- 
nalists from the only liberal broad- 
sheets, no Tory press. A danger of a 
non-PC note was struck in the list of 
participants: “Sarah Ebanja - Hailing 
from south of the Thames where 
most persons of color live, Ms Ebanja 
is a local government official with one 
of the lower-income sections of the 
London community." 

We eyed one another with fascina- 
tion over orange juice, in the opulence 
of the ambassador’s Regent's Park 
palace. As we awaited the First Laity’s 
entrance, we tried, unsuccessfully, to 
guess the rationale for this curiously 
arbitrary grouping. And wasn’t there 
some thing oddly uncomfortable about 
a lot of achievers gathering together 
io whlnge about women's failures? 

Mrs Clin ion. we were told, conducts 
one of these meetings in every coun- 
try she visits. We were, in other words, 
a necessary photo-opportunity in her 
itinerary, as the cameras rolled in for 
her opening remarks. In royal blue 
polo neck and hair swept into a 
chignon that said “serious", she 
entered the room and pressed our 
flesh, each woman getting the firm 
handshake and the long, intimately 
significant look. This woman is a pro- 
fessional. Or at least a professional 
First Lady. But is she still a profes- 
sional in her own right? 

“There is a special relationship 
between our countries and I think that 
is especially true on a personal leveL" 




Hillary Clinton and Gillian Shephard, who shone in warmth and humanity by comparison Photograph: PA 


she started out. a pensee straight 
from the Handbook for First Ladies 
Visiting Britain. She wanted to “trade 
thoughts or ideas you might have 
about common interests, particularly 
among women ... wc have so much 
more in common than the things that 
separate us.” And there was more 
from the same little book, handed 
down no doubt from Tricia. to Betty, 
to Rosalyn, to Nancy, to Barbara to 
Hillary. Blonc china cups clinked, petit 
fours went uneaten. 

What had they done to her? The 
men with the mind-machines have 
captured her at last, sucked the life and 
guts out of her, fashioned her into the 
only acceptable model - a fully fledged 
First Stepford Wife. She sits stiffly, like 
a mannequin, her head nodding up and 
down mechanically, her expression 
glazed, half smiling, hardly changing, 
her views anodyne, her words as care- 
fully manicured as the lawns outside the 
window. What have they done to the 
woman who was once one of the 
brightest lawyers of her generation, one 
of the team that impeached Richard 
Nixon? What have they done to the 


woman who set out so boldly to bring 
radical reform to the whole American 
health-care system? Was it the disas- 
trous defeat of that project, and the cat- 
astrophic mid-term elections that 
finally drove her back io the heanh? 

Aficionados of her truly dreadful col- 
umn - “Hillaiy Clinton - A View from 
the White House'* - in the London 
E\vnmg Standard will not be surprised 
to hear that the Stepford doctors have 
had their way with her. (Except for 
these readers who still think, as I did at 
first, that her column must be a pastiche 
from the pen of some wicked satirist). 
One of last month’s columns might have 
made Nancy Reagan blush: ‘‘On 
Wednesday my husband and I will cel- 
ebrate our 20th wedding anniversary. ] 
know it sounds corny, but wc love each 
other more now than when we mar- 
ried.” You don't want to know the rest. 
It gels worse. 

Talk was at first desultory. After all. 
what did we have to say that we had 
not all said a thousand times before? 
But dutifully we rambled round the 
usual buzz words - glass ceilings, 
child care, paternity leave, the long- 


hours culture, men’s refusal to change, 
zero-hours contracts and the pitiful 
pay of most part-timers. What could 
wc say that she had not heard wher- 
ever her travels lake her? But now and 
then a little light glimmered in her 
glassy eyes. She talked of the backlash 
against women, the rush for traditional 
family values, the confusion exploited 
by a small hui well-financed group of 
fundamentalists. Fine. 

But when Sue Slipman asked her 
about single mothers, it triggered a 
Stepford response: “There really is a 
reality to that problem," she said. 
“Whether you like it or noL children 
of lone parents don’r do as well in 
school, they gel in trouble with the law, 
and more often need assistance with 
behavioural and emotional problems. 
I am writing a book about children, on 
this subject. It's a problem feminists 
are going to have to confront." She 
went on to say, “Divorce is a bad deal 
for women ’and children. I think 
divorce should be made harder. It's 
gotten too easy for women and men." 
Many women.* she said, do not like it 
when she delivers these home truths. 


Herbert Morrison it was. I think, 
(Peter Mandelson’s grandfather, 
incidentally) who once said: “Don’t 
(ell me w'hat's in the motion, just tell 
me who pul it up." Much of polities 
is like that: to understand the real 
issue, you need not only the bare 
words on the page, hut also their ori- 
gin and real intent before you know 
what’s going on. There is nothing so 
except ion a f in what Hillary Clinton 
says about the economic disaster of 
divorce for women and children. But 
it is the fact that she is saying it that 
sends out alarm signals. Read her lips. 

She began with a 
pensee straight from 
the Handbook for First 
Ladies Visiting Britain 

this plays straight into the family-val- 
ues. cookie-baking, home-making 
lobby in whose image she is now' 
moulded. She may be right - but that 
is beside the point. Her book sounds 
as though it will be written by the 
same hand and brain that pens her 
column. 

Gillian Shephard, interestingly, 
was not keen to jump in on this 
theme. Silling beside the Prozac 
First Lady, she shone in warmth, 
humanity and common sense by com- 
parison - despite a routine, but not 
particularly ncart-fell, defence of 
some of the Government's harsher i 
policies. (Her, alas, off-the-record 
murmured comments about sexism 
in the Cabinet wanned the cockles of 
those few of us who heard them.) But 
then it is a far easier thing to be a 
politician in your own right than Cae- 
sar’s wife. 

Hillary Clinton still attracts an 
encyclopaedia of invective: “Doesn't 
this’ exhaustively combative, unbear- 
ably confident liule blonde know ' 
when she’s beaten?" wrote Ann 
Leslie (not an un combative woman 
herself) in the Daily Mail : pushy ide- 
ologue; protean schemer; Lady Mac- 
beth; and even, according lei Newt 
Gingrich's mother, bitch. How docs 
she feci about the attacks on her? She 
replied in straight Stepfordese: "I 
don't lake criticism personally. No 
matter what you do, you never satisfy 
your critics. You can spend too much 
time worrying about whether people 
approve of you. when what matters is 
whether you approve of yourself.” 

Can she be de-programmed? Per- 
haps, but rescue for the author of a 
nauseating description of a secret 
husband and wife midnight dip in the 
moonlit White House pool may come 
too late. 


Generation Why 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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Countdown to 
glad tidings 


cupboards and urtics anJ used io ter- 
rible effect. But it was the fragmenta- 
tion of Yugoslavia and the nationalist 
ambitions of its little dictators that 
fuelled the new war - not the guns. 
Besides, most or the Bosnian warlords 
were, by 1992. breaching the arms 
embargo by supplying their men with 
newer weapons. 

An international commission may 
decide that the IRA must make some 
token gifts of hand-held missiles to 
neutral parties - stored, perhaps, in 
one of de Valera's “suitable buildings", 
along with some Protestant ammuni- 
tion. And. given that phrase in the offi- 
cial communique about "all arms" 
being "removed from Irish polities’* - 
shrewdly spotted jesierdoy by Sean 
Cronin, the veteran Irish Times Wash- 
ington correspondent - we might 
expect a modest gift of rifles, too. from 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

In reality, however. Major and John 
Bruton may well decide that the gar- 
den - where many an English Civil 
W'ar brassard lay hidden over the cen- 
turies - is the best place for the IRA's 
armoury, a place where it can rust and 
congeal' into history. .After all. those 
English Chi) Wiir swords that survh ed 
Cromwell now decorate the walls of 
many a Home County pub - just as 
ISthk-entury pikes can’oaasionally be 
found above the fireplaces of Co 
Cork bars. One day another genera- 
tion may even see the occasional Kal- 
ashnikov hanging above the heanh - 
well rusted, of course. There could not 
he a more powerful symbol of peace. 


Y ou know what an Advent 
calendar is. don't you? Yes. 
of course you do. 

It’s one of those things that 
was probably invented some- 
where snowy, like Germany or 
Sweden, where you open one 
window excitedly every day 
before Christmas and there's a 
picture oF a robin inside, and 
vou say to your crestfallen chil- 
dren. “Well, perhaps there'll be 
something interesting tomor- 
row”. but vou know there won’t 
be? 

That’s it! Well this is some- 
thing entirety new in journal- 
ism. It is an Advent Arucle! 
Here’s how it works. 

Listed below are □ number of 
things which have to happen in 
the next month, before Christ- 
mas Day finally arrives. By 
each one there is a little box. 
Tick the box as and when il 
happens. When all the boxes 
are ticked, it’s lime for Christ- 
mas! Here we go, then: 

□ You gel the first Christmas 
card. 

□ You look guiltily at your part- 
ner and ask. “Are we sending 
cards this year?" 

□ Your partner says^Did we 
send eards last year?" 

Q You say. “Well, 1 remember 
we made a big decision about 
it. but l can’t remember what 
the decision was." 

□ Your partner says, “Oh, let's 
he brave and not send cards this 
year!" 

□ .And you agree: “Spot on. 
partner!" 

□ Next morning you get six 
eards and your partner says. 
"Maybe wc ought to send cards, 
you know." 

□ Your partner says. “1 can't 
think what to get you for Christ- 
mas this year." 

□ You say. “I haven’t even 

started thinking about yours 
yet.” 

□ You say. “We mustn’t leave 
it too late to gel a tree this 
year." 

□ Your partner says. “Gosh, 
yes! Do you remember the year 
we left it until Christmas Eve 
and you went down the POrto- 
bello Road just as the market 
was packing up: and all they 
had left were either 20ft or 2ft 
high trees, so you bought a 20ft 
one to trim down a bit. and by 
the time you had got it evened 
out. it was down to 2ft!" 

□ And you say, “No. I don't 
remember that." 

□ You buy some wrapping 
paper from the place near the 
bus station where it is tremen- 
dously cheap, and you feel that 
at least you have done some- 
thing towards Christmas. 

□ Your partner says, “I've just 
remembered that Aunt Joan 
doesn't like figs." 

□ And you say. “So?" 

□ And she says, “Well, 1 was 
thinking of having kumquat, fig 
and apricot stuffing in the 
turkey this year." 

□ And you say, “So?" 

□ And she says, “Well. Aunt 


Joan will be here for Christmas 
Day..." 

□ You say, “Will she?" 

□ And your partner replies. 
“Oh. for heaven's sake! Don’t 
you remember anything? Don’t 
you remember our discussion 
about Christmas lunch and who 
to invite?" 

□ And you don't. 

□ But you say. “Yes. of course!" 

□ And after a frosty silence 
between you. your partner son’s, 
“By the way, 1 found some 
dreadful wrapping paper left 
over from last year in the cel- 
lar, which I've thrown out - we 
really must get some good stuff 
this year, the trouble is. it's so 
expensive ..." 

□ And you can't quite bring 
yourself to admit that the wrapt- 
ping paper she threw out is the 
stuff you thought you were so 
clever to buy cheaply at the 
place near the bus station. 

□ One day you think you ought 
to raise with your partner the 
question of where you are going 
to spend New Year's Eve. 



MILES KINGTON 


□ But you don't. 

□ Because it suddenly occurs to 
you that you may well have dis- 
cussed this with her already, 
just like Christmas, and you 
have forgotten all about iu and 
she couldn't take the idea that 
you have forgotten TWO vital 
conversations. 

□ The next day your partner 
suddenly says. “I suppose wc 
ought to have a serious talk 
about where we spend New 
Year’s Eve this year." 

□ You are so relieved that you 
haven't forgotten another 
vita! conversation that you arc 
tempted to answer, just as a 
joke, “But darting, we dis- 
cussed this all years ago - 
don’t you remember?" 

□ But some sixth sense tells you 
not to. 

□ You gel a Christmas card 
from Pat and Bob. 

□ It says, “Hi! See vou in the 
New Year?" 

□ But you don’t know anyone 
called Pat and Bob. 

□ You know someone called 
Pat and someone called Bob, 
but you don't think they've 
ever met 

□ This shouldn't worry you. but 
it does. 

□ So during the next few days 
both of you keep saying things 
like. “Might it be Pam and 
Bob?'* Or "Could it be Pat and 
Rob ...?” 

More of our Advent article 
tomorrow ! 
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budget: winners and losers 


Eight cases of joy and all gains 
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High income family 
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Single person 
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Pensioner couple 
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Recent graduate 
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Married couple, no children 
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Unmarried couple, no children 
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High net worth individual 
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CASE STUDIES 


AVERAGE FAMILY 


Relief as Chancellor leaves MIRAS alone 


SM6raNin*41; 

Paol Greealag, 42 
Canttf 

Senior Community Dentist; 
Quality Eaglneer 

£54,400 


Sue Greening's work for the Com- 

mur% DerrteH Service in Gwent in- 
volves a certain amount of driving 
around the county. The 3^p on the 
price of a litre of petrol will mean 
about £2 extra on the family's 
monthly petrol bills. 

Child Benefit received for their 
two chBdran, Adam, 13, and Kate, 
11, will increase by £3.25 per 
month. 

The Greening family are very re- 
lieved that there are no changes 
to the £30.000 tax exemption on 
redundancy payments as Raul, at 
present earning around £20,000 
per annum, is to be made 
redundant from his job at the Gov- 
ernment's atomic weapons es- 
tablishment in 18 months' time. 

Although this win call for some 
financial adjustments in the fam- 
ily’s standard of living, Sue had no 
appetite for a pretetSWwWUSx 
BBEMNflJWtye-Mi^ She said: 
“1 wcxid have personally been pre- 



pared to pay a little bit more In tax 
and see it @3 towards education 
and health. 

They say they spend more on 
schools every year but all I see is 
that kids sta haven't g3t books and 


the fabric of the school buildings 
is falling apart' 

Changed duty on wine and 
beer will affect the femBy more than 
changes to tax on spirits. Sue 
Greeningsaid: “I’ve yet to be con- 


vinced that 25p off whisky is good 
for the population. 

"Genera/fy f toou^Tt [the bud- 
get] was feirljH WwB6fifeW«®BBD 
tyQftBGgh, 4 was very pleased he 
didn't do anything with MIRAS.' 


SINGLE MOTHER 


Juggling between family and the future 
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Carol Rorafl, 37 
Cardiff 

Vodratary chair of 


Carol Revell, a single mother, lives 
with her two teenage sons In 
Cardiff. She jugges her time be- 
tween baking after the family, work- 
ing voluntarily for a charity, and 
pfarrirngforherflitireen^ 

She has applied to gp on a social 
work course in September to Im- 
prove her chances of gsfflnga long- 
term job, but meenwhBe the family 
reties on state benefits. Ms Rev- 
ell says *a very boring Budget" has 
done little to help her and others 
in her situation. 

The announcement on childcare 
allowance comes too late fix Ms 
Revel's sons. It applies only to chil- 
dren under 11. In addition. It can- 
not be claimed by those on income 
support If it could be claimed by 
single parents on income support 
Ms Revell believes, "it would just 
gve people that Incentive to gBt 


off benefits’. She feared a rise in 
VAT on fuel, which did not happen. 
But she was angered by the em- 
phasis placed by the Government 
on beneft fraud. '• 

There’s actually moretax fraud, 
but they don’t vraritto know about 
that The taxfraudsters are actu- 
ally contributing to the economy, 
but they're not classed as villains 
for defra ucfing it" 

With iwo sons m school, Ms Rev- 
eil was looking fix commitments 
to education. She was gad to hear 
the Chancellor's promise of in- 
creased spending on schools. But 
having just finished a university 
course in Cardiff, she was far from 
enamoured by news that student 
loans may be provided by banks 
in future. Td tow to see how that's 
going to work. I had a student loan 
and you just cant pay toe thing 
back anyway. fouVegota mffistone 
round your neck before you do any- 
thing. With toe banks doing it 
you're gatngto be In an even woree 
situation.' 
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WEALTHY FAMILY 


‘I heartily approve tax cuts at all levels’ 


Philip Circus, 44, and 
Gaeaoc^ 34 
Weybridgs, Surrey 
Barrister, Company 


Law 


£ 120,000 


Philip Circus did not anticipate be- 
ing thrilled by the Chancellor's 
speech. -Frankly, tinkering around 
with petrol and wine and roads and 
so forth Isn’t really going to affect 
me much,' he said. 

Mr Circus played down the pre- 
Budget excitement generated by 
the media: 'People seem to look 
to toe Government as if they were 
the creators and distributors of 
wealth. But I don’t particularly like 
that approach.’ 

He praised toe orfgnators of 
wealth: 'It's enterprise, not the 
Chancellor of toe Exchequer that 
makes wealth. Britain is a coun- 
try of enterprise." There was also 
criticism: The Gwemment squan- 
ders wealth. Business, on the oth- 
er hand, creates wealth.’ 

Mr Circus has done his own 
wealth creation. HeteSWfS fcbifot 
Bfiax«BRD£or as a barrister. He 
and his wife, Gaenor, live in an up- 
market part of Surrey, a privilege 


UNEMPLOYED 


‘It’s done 
nothing 
for us’ 

iota EKta, 32, asd Debbie, 31 



he feels Ns hard work has earned. 

Reductions in personal taxation 
please him: “I heartily approve the 
reductions in personal taxation at 
ail levels. I think those with low in- 
comes need the incentive to get 


them out of the welfare mentali- 
ty the poverty trap.' But. like marry 
high-earners, the effects of tote 
year's Budget may not have much 
personal impact, as most of his In- 
come falls into the higher rate of 
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Il nM iplft yn d 

Benefits'. £1£9 per week 

The BUs family live in a two-bed- 
room council flat in Swansea. 
While Ifls wife Debbie takes care 
of toe two young children, John 
spends his mornings at toe near- 
by Morriston Job Club. He has had 
various jobs in the past but now 
is unemployed again. In August he 
gained a National Vocational Qual- 
ification in horticulture which he 
hopes will help him find work. The 
Budget he believes, wifi be less 
helpful. “1 think it’s a major con. 
It’s done nothing tar the likes of the 
uiempkjyed. There haw been no 

incentives to g3t us back to wok.' 

His wife hopes to resume wxk 
asa nursery nurse when bro-year- 
dd Sophie is oW enougi. In the 
meantime, they wia have to make 
ends meet with the benefits they 
receive. Their chHd 
a8fife0£30C® per manta, but oth- 
er benefit changes are urilkeiy to 
affect them s^ificantty The Chan- 
cellor hasn't done anything for toe 



taxation. 

"Budg3ts never raafy make a dif- 
ference. A bu*&t W0M*l&®f8c& 
WBWBfence would be an extraor- 
dinary Budget This rs a sensible 
Budget" 


ELDERLY DEPENDENT 


A good 
idea, but 
too late 

Margarwt Jackson, 56 . 
Brooke, We of Mgit 
Retired t sidiw/ lsii tniw 1 
£ 10,000 
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iQB married couples aBowance 
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unemployed. He didn't really men- 
tion them.’ 

MrEJsgjesout for a drink about 
once a fortnight He says ha 'usu- 
ally drinks to a budget*. He would 
go out more If he could afford it - 
'But I can't." He takes some com- 
fort from the fact that tax on beer 
has remained tire same, “even 


e 


y. 1 


tootgi I don’t drink much- I’m gad 
i don’t smoke any more though* . 

Oweraa, W-EBssuspects that the 
Budget was simply an attempt to 
buy the wtesHJfl tffil/BteagNSffffifi 
'dffl^BSps the people who are in 
a higher wags bracket' 


Margaret Jackson has spent this 
yearpfanningfbrherekfcrtyfaflfef's 
future years fo a residential home. 
Selling his £70,000 bungalow 
.woi0d be erwujji fo invest and pro- 
vide a steady income towards 
residential home fees/ffoople are 
IMngso tong these days. l mean, . 
my father’s 80 years oki," she said. 
“He corid easily live , another 15 
yeere or more.' 

His saving, which tiff toe £20 
weekly shortfall between benefits 
and pension income and his out- 
going home foes, would quickly 
dwindle If he required nursing 
care. . . 

What toen does she make of 
the &iancelfort daim that we have 
‘a gpvemmertthat cares about toe 
elderly and toeir'familles’? 

'1 think toe raising of toe sav- 
ings threshold is a gtMftiSr^Uttt 
BREMWWSBerty people it's too 



A- 




INTERVIEWS BY BEN SUTTON 


late. It wont help my father at toe 
moment The changes (font come 
into effect until April, ff his house 
ha^been sold by then he wont 
benefir at aif as ICT take him way 
drove thefimlt lf It’s not sow, and 
if hestin gats benefits towards toe 
cost of toe care , then rt'P bring 
him some advantage.' 


DidtoeChancellor say anything 
to maks her optimisfc about toe the 
. filing rriartet? 

. - .“Hedoesnt seem to want to tk> 
^tylhingtointBrfere in mi. He says 
: boo^ toe economy would have 
a Icibdtert effect on the housing 

- • - - ■*— * Rllt IMS RUfTVMLlMf . r .— - 
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The electoral logic 
may point to a 
rip-roaring Budget a 
year hence. The 
structural deficit of 
Britain's public 
finance point in a 
more sober direction' 
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business 



Chancellor bets all on electoral jam tomorrow 


A s Ton - backbenchers emerged Iruni ihe 

Chamber downcast after Kenneth 
Uarkc s tepid shower of lax oils, the word 
was soon being put about that Hie Chancellor 
could preside over a hig» cr giveaway mart 
year. The Treasury had apparently stacked 
away a nice little earner of tax cuts in its ul- 
tra -conservative forecast of lax revenues next 
year. Allow lor this, and the I22.5hn fore- 
cast Tor public borrowing next year that so 
raided the City will turn out to be too pes- 
simistic. allowing the Chancellor to cheer up 
the iroops in a year's time. 

Certainly the electoral logic of this Bud- 
get makes it look like the first of two. An 
irresistible precedent is Niucl Lawson’s lp 
off the 3Up basic rale of t; L \ in inso, followed 
by -p off in the pre-election budget of J 987 
and the bait to the electorate of a 25p rate. 
The hope on the backbenches is that Mr 
Clarke will preside over a similar 2p cut next 
year, with the promise of a 21lp rale after Ihe 
election being dangled in front of the 
electorate . 

There was, however, one big difference in 
the tax cuts Mr Lawson presided oven the 
budget deficit was running in single figures. 
In 1988. the Chancellor was able to deliver 
the pledge of a 25p basic rate of tax and bal- 
ance the budget - indeed it had swung into 
surplus. By contrast. Kenneth Clarke's ambi- 
tion of balancing the budget has now been 
postponed to the final year of the decade, 
the occasion for a pre -millennium knees-up 
at the Treasury. 


Even so. the Chancellor's hand would he 
greatly strengthened if he could announce 
a m..re favourable outcome to the PSBR 
next year thanks to better than expected lax 
revenues. According to the Institute for Fis- 
cal Studies, that is a distinct possibility. They 
say the Treasury is too pessimistic, to the 
tune of £4hn. On the basis of the Treasury's 
forecast for growth in nominal and real GDP, 
the institute’s model projects a PSBR next 
year of £IK.5hn. 

Post forward to the House next Novem- 
ber. Mr Clarke, glass of cut-price whisky in 
hund. galvanises the backbenches with the 
news that the PSBR has come in at about 
£18hn. That makes Britain one of the few 
countries already eligible for entry into 
EMU. What's more, he will say, the budget 
deficit continues on a downward path to 
£12bn.thesum projected by the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies for 1 9^7-98 on the basis of its 
less pessimistic view of the prospects for tax 
revenue. One more squeeze on public 
spending, another push on the private 
finance initiative, and that journey towards 
a balanced budget remains on course - 
together with a further 2p off the basic rale. 

Now spin the tape hack and consider a 
more gloomy hut equally plausible prospccL 
The Treasuty's forecast for tax revenue 
could well err on the side of caution. But its 
projection for expenditure almost certainly 
errs on the side of optimism. The control 
total is set to fall in real terms by 1 percent 
nexl year. Bui then it was forecast to do pre- 


c'iscIv that in 1994-95. Instead it grew by as 
much. Again, in the current year, the con- 
trol total was set to fall at the time of the 
lust Budget by about 1 per ccnL Now the 
Treasury admits it will grow by almost half 
a per cent. 

If you look, at total spending excluding pri- 
vatisation proceeds, the position is markedly 
worse. Debt interest this year is up by a cool 
billion pounds on the figure previously 
forecast by the Treasury. On this measure, 
public spending will grow hy 1 per cent ill 
real terms this year. 

Likely expenditure overruns arc one way 
in which the Treasury's alleged hoard of tax 
cuts could vanish into thin air. The other Is 
if its growth forecast of 3 per cent turns out 
to be ovcr-optimistic. as several City analysis 
suspect. 

The electoral logic may point to a rip-roar- 
ing Budget a year hence. The structural 
deficit of Britain's public finances point in 
a more sober direction. In this, as in so many 
other aspects of the economy, the 19SUs do 
not provide helpful portents for the 1990s. 

Putting a new gloss 
on an old story 

P eering through the Whitehall fog. the 
public spending savings talked about in 
the Budget come down to three simple el- 
ements: an increase in privatisation proceeds, 
a cut in ihe contingency reserve and the 


knock-on effect of the private finance mi- 
ll? live. The PF7 is a newish element in Ihe 
equation, but the other two are long-stand- 
ing Treasure tools for putting a new gloss on 
old figures. 

Privatisation proceeds have been raised by 
£lbn to £4bn in the next financial year, com- 
pared with the projections in the Budget a 
year ago. but that tells only pan of the stoty. 
The £4hn reflects the firming up of plans to 
sell both Railtrack and British Energy, the 
nuclear company, next spring and summer. 
A year ago. it was doubtful whether the Gov- 
ernment would get either away. 

It is possible that the Treasury is looking 
at a two-part offer for British Nuclear or 
Railtrack, which would delay some of the 
proceeds to the following financial year. But 
this is politically unlikely, at least in the case 
of Railtrack. because it would make it 
easier for a Labour government to take back 
control. 

The Treasure’s estimate for the value of 
ihe two sales confirms some of the more pes- 
simistic forecasts from the City - which see 
Railtrack worth only £1.5bn to £2bn and 
British Energy perhaps £2 _5bn. 

As always, the privatisation proceeds fig- 
ure tells only half the story. The rest of the 
railway privatisation proceeds, apart from 
Railtrack. are being absorbed straight into 
the Department of Transport's budget to off- 
set the railway subsidy of £1 ,6bn a year. They 
are being used directly to keep the depart- 
ment's budget under control. 


Garnering extra funds from the contin- 
gency reserve is another well-tried policy . 
The reserve counts as part of the “control 
total" for spending, and its shrinkage plays 
a big role in this year's Budget sums. The 
amount the Treasury sets aside in each Bud- 
get for unplanned overspending is lower for 
near vears than distant ones on the reason- 
able grounds that it is easier to predict 
spending levels next year than three years 

hence. . , . , . 

The tradition is that for tbe forthcoming 
financial year, the contingency reserve is 
roughly halved, but in Tuesday's Budget the 
cuts were a bit bigger, giving him a bonus of 
£ 25 0m next year, rising to several billion in 
later years. 

Finally, there is the PF1, a laudable 
method of shaking up the way public pro- 
jects are financed and run. The drawback is 
that the Government is perennially opti- 
mistic about the rale at which PFI spending 
can build up. On its own somewhat suspect 
figures, an average of £2bn a year spent on 
capital investment under the PFT over the 
next ihree financial years has one tremen- 
dous public spending advantage. 

With the PFI, the Government does not 
put capital up front, paying for the services 
rendered only when projects are up and run- 
ning. That delay in outgoings brings a sub- 
stantial. though hard to measure, cash flow 
boost for the Treasury. All in all. these three 
changes more than account for the £3.1bn 
tax giveaway. 


Pound plummets to new 
low over lower rates fears 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

The pound touched its all-time 
low against other important 
currencies yesterday, foreign 
exchange dealers convinced 
that Chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke was poised to cut inter- 
est rates in the wake of the Bud- 
get. GDIs and shares celebrated. 

The pound's trade weighted 
index dropped to 82.2 - the 
worst on record - against a 
range of other currencies before 
recovering to S2.4. ft lost more 
than a pfennig against the Ger- 
man mark and more than a cent 
against the dollar. But the FT- 
SE 100-share index ended near- 
ly 7 points higher at 3655.5. 

Mr Clarke said yesterday: “1 
decide interest rates and I have 
not told anybody that they are 
coming down." He added that 
he had been known to surprise 
the finan cial markets in the past 

Even so, the short sterling 


futures market, which hets on 
future base rate levels, is count- 
ing on lower rales before the 
end of the year and a full half- 
point reduction from the cur- 
rent level of 6.75 per cent 
before the end of March. 

Some analysts were more 
cautious, however. Adam Cole. 
UK economist at brokers James 
Capel. thought there would be 
a cut. “It is a question of when 
rather than whether - hut I 
think we will have to wait until 
the new year." he said. 

Simon" Briscoe of Nikko Se- 
curities said: “The City has 
been left in the lurch. Tbe 
prospects for interest rates arc 
far more uncertain after the 
Budget than before." 

He added yesterday's an- 
nouncement of lower mortgage 
rates by key lenders would re- 
duce any need for the Chan- 
cellor to act when he and 
Eddie George. Governor of the 
Bank of England, meet to 


discuss monetary policy on 
13 December. 

The main reason to douhl an 
early move, however, is the 
Treasury’s optimistic forecast for 
the economy next year. It sur- 
prised independent economists 
with a prediction that GDP 
will grow by 3 per cent Ihankx 
to buoya nt consumer spending 
and exports. 

David Miles, at investment 
bank Merrill Lynch, said it 
would be difficult for Mr Gorki: 
to persuade Mr George there 
was a strong case for lower in- 
terest rates at a lime when he 
was so cheerful about economic 
prospects. 

Mr Clarke vigorously de- 
fended his Budget yesterday. He 
said the slowdown was only a 
pause and the rccoveiy would 
be sustained. “Wc arc not going 
back to boom and bust." He said 
the forecast of a return to buoy- 
ant growth next year did not 
assume base rale cuts. 


Analysts said the higher gov- 
ernment borrowing announced 
in the Budget also dampened 
the chance of a drop in base 
rales. Although some suspect- 
ed the figures were deliberate- 
ly pessimistic so that borrowing 
would turn out lower than ex- 
pected next year. Mr Clarke in- 
sisted yesterday his new 
forecasts were honest: “Some 
past Chancellors have put in fig- 
ures that they dreamt up rather 
than the ones they worked out." 

The Bank of England said 
further gill sales required 
between now and the end of the 
financial year would amount to 
£14.9bn, or just over £3.7bn a 
month. 

The Bank of England an- 
nounced the new schedule for 
funding the borrowing re- 
quirement, in line with the 
higher figures in the Budget. 
There will be a £3bn gilt auction 
next Wednesday, and an extra 
auction in February. 


Forte fight: Robinson goes on the offensive against questions over sales plans 

Granada resumes the attack 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
and MATHEW HORSMAN 

Granada yesterday moved 
strongly back on the offensive, 
countering City sceptics who said 
it would not be able to achieve 
its stated aim of raising £500ro 
from the sale of Forte's assets 
should its £3 _3bn takeover bid 
for the hotels group succeed. 

Gerry Robinson, chief execu- 
tive of Granada, who today be- 
gins a whistle-stop tour in 
Scotland of his company’s insti- 
tutional shareholders, said: "We 
have only made conservative 
assumptions" about the sale 
prices that can be achieved for 
Forte’s chain of Welcome Break 
motorway service stations, its 68 
per cent shareholding in the 
Savoy hotels group and the 25 
per cent stake in the Alpha 
Airports catering business. 

He also gave a detailed in- 
sight into how meticulous 
Granada's planning was before 
it launched its bid a week ago 
- particularly its plans for 
Forte's market-leading road- 



Bad service: Gerry Robinson 
criticised Forte's chains 


side restaurant chains. Happy 
Eater and Little Chet 
“We have a site-by-site plan 
for 80 per cent of the Happy 
Eaters and Little Chefs. We 
know where there are planning 
applications for alternative 
restaurants near and around 
these sites. We are up to speed 
on this. The service at the sites 


is had in our view. The original 
concept still looks good, but has 
not been kept up to date. We 
would introduce fasi food into 
these sites. Wc want commer- 
cial relationships, such as Burg- 
er King, that give us a good 
retum." 

Mr Robinson believes Grana- 
da can sell the Savoy stake de- 
spite Forte's well chronicled 
scraps with the upmarket hotel 
group over the years, which have 
virtually wiped out the mar- 
ketability of the shares. 

"You have got the trophy as- 
set players. And there probably 
is an institutional play there, a 
view supported by the share 
price rise of the Savoy since we 
made our bid. It does look as if 
there is interest in this," Mr 
Robinson said. 

Sir Rooco Forte, chairman 
and chief executive of Forte, dis- 
agreed. "The Savoy is not an 
easy situation. We have had lots 
of approaches to sell the shares 
over the years, but below the 
market value," he said. 

“Since there’s no market in 


the shares, any comment about 
the Savoy means they [the 
shares] are marked up. That 
does not mean there is any 
growth in demand for the 
shares." 

Meanwhile, the directors of 
the Savoy have formed an ex- 
ecutive committee to “monitor 
the situation". Forte's repre- 
sentatives on the board - Sir 
Rocco and Sir Anthony Tennant 
- have agreed to be excluded 
from the committee. 

Mr Robinson said Forte was 
unable to make asset sales be- 
cause Sir Rocco was difficult to 
negotiate with. “We couldn’t get 
to talk to them about Gardner 
Merchant [the catering busi- 
ness]. And they shouldn't have 
been selling it anyway." 

Nonsense, said Sir Rocco. 
“Granada didn’t make an offer 
that was good enough. He 
offered £100m less than 1 got for 
Gardner Merchant." Mr Robin- 
son further attacked the man- 
agement style aL Forte, singling 
out the way the budget ftav- 
elodge's were being ran. 


2 for 1 Audio Books offer 

With the ¥ INDEPENDENT 



I n a hi-tech, fast-paced world simple pleasures can often be the most 
satisfying. And few pleasures are more simple or more satisfying 
than listening to a good stoty well told. 

So, in conjunction with HarperCollins, we are offering readers the 
chance to buy up to 20 “talking books" on a two for the pnee of one 
basis. For every two tapes you order, you will pay just £7.99 
The 20 titles, listed on this page, are all highly acclaimed and range 
from the wry humour of Stephen Fiy’s The Liar to the masterly 
invention of Dickens’ Great Expectations. The books arc read either by 
the authors or by accomplished actors. 

For example, Mike McShane wanders along the uncharted linguistic 
bridle paths that criss-cross Bill Bryson's erudite and often achingly 
funny Made In America, a semantic and social history of a brawling 
brat of a nation. . _ . . 

And Jeremy Irons takes us on darkly passionate trip to Lyme Regis tn 
search of John Fowles' celebrated French Lieutenant s Woman. 

As well as providing entertainment in the home these audio books, 
which have' an average duration of three hours, are also ideal 
companions on a long car journey and, of course, are greatly 
appreciated by the visually handicapped. 

To obtain your two for the price of one audio books you must collect 
four differently numbered tokens from the seven we will be publishing 
in the Independent on Sunday and the Independent. 

Token five is published today. 

When you have collected four tokens, you may order as marry audio 
books as you wish, in.multiples of two. The cost per pair of titles is 
£7.99 which includes free postage and packing. 

If you have any queries, please call the HarperCollins Audio Books 
Helpline on 01442 824141. • 

CffiLDRES OF WAR APPEAL 

Your order will benefit the Independent's Children Of War Appeal, which 
raises funds to help young victims of the tragedy that has engulfed the 
former Yt^oslavia. For every £7.99 order received, £1 will be donated to 

Anoeal supports four charities active in tbe field: Oiildren Advocacy 
IntemaSak British Red Cross Former Yugoslavia Appeal; War Child 
and Save The Children. 


Independent-Audio Books Order Form 


{ Please complete this section in BLOCK CAPITALS. 

■ including your postcode. This wiN be used to return 
J your audio tapes. 


I TITLE (Mr/MrsAfel INITIALS 

i SURNAME 

I ADDRESS 


POSTCODE. 


I TEL 

i 

| Place a ock in the box next to the otle of the audio 
i tape you wish to order. Don't forget that you get two 
1 tapes for the pace of one so make sure you tick an 
{ even number of boxes. After making your selections 
i count the number of boxes you have ticked and divide 
j it by two to work out how many you need to pay lor. 

1 

J □ Martin Amis, The Information 
i □ C S Lewis. Ihe Screwtape Letters 
1 □ Ben Elton, Stark 
J □ Stephen Fry, The liar 
i □ Robert James Waller, The Bridges Of Madison 
J County 

i □ Eric Newby, A Short Wattt In The Hindu Kush 
| □ Joanna Trollope, The Best Of Friends 
| □ Fay Weldon, Affflction 
i Q Patricia D Cornwell, Body Of Evidence 
J □ Ellis Peters, The Heretic's Apprentice 

■ Q Ruth Rendetf, The UnMhdness Of Ravens 

J Q Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes Autfio 
i Collection 

[ □ Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 
! □ Kenneth Grahame, The Wind In The Willows 

1 □ John Fowles, The French Lieutenant's Woman 
| □ Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre 

■ □ Daphne Du Maurier, My Cousin Rachel 

2 □ Dylan Thomas, Under Milk Wood 
} Q Nick Hornby. Fever Pitch 

■ □ Bill Bryson, Made En America 


| No. of tapes ordered . . . +2 x £7.99=1 

J Total value of cheque/postal order £ 

! Please enclose a cheque/postal order made payable 
J to 'Newspaper Publishing I PI' and send with 4 
i tokens plus the order form to: Independent /Audio 
■ Books Offer, Department No IN 852. TO Box 195, 

! Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 4JF. 
i Offer closes 12 December 1995. Please allow 28 
j days from receipt of order for delivery. Orders must be 
! redeved by December 6 to ensure Chnstmas 

1 defivery. Please print name and address on the back of 

2 your cheque, 

! Q From time u> ame Newspaper Publish nfi and ItirpofCoXms 
i may send you mt o rmabon on further special offers. U you do 
i rtt wish to receive this, please tick the box. 
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Harry helps fill Safeway trolley 


Unlike ArchL Norman at Asda, who 
has grabbed the headlines with a se- 
ries of eye-catching pricc-cutung deals 
and promotions. Argy ll's chiei execu- 
tive, Colin Smith, prefers a low-pro- 
file. softly-softly approach. But it is 
proving no less effective and over the 
last couple of years he has been qui- 
etly steering the Safeway group from 
industry laggard to respectable- 
competitor. 

Yesterday's figures show that the 
catch-up process is continuing nicely. 
Profits for the six months to 14 Octo- 
ber were up 5 percent to £215ro. Uke- 
for-like sales al the group’s main 

Safewav chain grew by 7.8 per cent in 
the period and by a heady 9.6 per cent 
in the six weeks since. This is almost 
into Tcsco and Asda territory. 

Much of this has come from the 
group's popular “Harry" advertising 
campaign as well as last month’s in- 
troduction of its ABC loyalty card. 
which has signed up 3 million mcra- 


profits of £403 m. With the shares up 
7p to 312p yesterday that puts the 
shares on a forward rating of 13. Ar- 
gyll’s improvements mean the shares 
have lost their discount to the sector 
and they now look fairly valued. 


ing performance. Yesterday the com- 


Fly in the sugar 
at Tate & Lyle 


bers. Safeway needs a 2 per cent sales 
uplift for its loyalty card to pay for it- 
self and says it is meeting its targets. 

These measures have depressed the 
gross margin, which was 0.5 per cent 
lower than last year. Bui Safeway is fol- 
lowing the Tesco and Asda approach, 
using lower prices and heavy promo- 
tion to drive sales. Safeway is also now 
pledging to match Asda. on key fresh 
produce prices, which will further de- 
press the margin. 

The Safeway 2000 initiative, aimed 
at improving marketing and operating 
efficiencies, is starting to yield divi- 
dends. It has coped with the disruption 
caused by nearly 5.000 redundancies 
and re-training as many other staff 
moved to different jobs. With its edge- 
of-town “compact store™ format, Safe- 
way is coping better with planning 
restrictions. It will open 17 stores 
next year and as many again in 1997. 


The management succession unveiled 
by Tate & Lyle on Budget day has re- 
moved some of the uncertainties sur- 
rounding the sugar and sweeteners 
group. But there are plenty of others 
for investors to fret over. 

The group feces an investigation into 
alleged price fixing In the US and a 
farm btU there chat could alter the costs 
of important raw materials such as 
maize from next October. On top of 
that, a glut of beet sugar has meant no- 
body in the world's largest sugar re- 
fining market has made much money 
in the US. late included. 

These risks go a long way to ex- 
plaining the shares' 10 per cent un- 
derperformance against the market this 
year, despite a continuing strong Urad- 


£274m to £31 lm in the year to Sep- 
tember, an underlying advance of 23 
per cent if £253m of one-off items are 
excluded 

But the more fundamental difficul- 
ty with Tate is where it goes from here. 
World demand for sugar, which is still 
mainly from the developed countries, 
is growing at a niggardly 2 per cent a 
year and the market remains highly 
competitive. 

The maturity of the market led Ttoe 
to develop sucralose, a sugar substitute 
that competes with Monsanto’s Nu- 
trasweet. But to date it has been ex- 
cluded from the main US market by a 
failure to gain approval from the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

The £ 12.9m write-off on old su- 
cralose plant in these figures appears 
to draw a line under that experiment, 
at least for now. 

late is now pinning its hopes for 
growth on developing markets, riding 
on the back of the apparently insatiab le 
demand for products like Coca-Cola 
in markets currently starved of them. 
Even so, profits from developing mar- 
kets are unlikely to represent more than 
around 10 per cent of the total. 


Group profits of £345 m this year 
would pul the shares up lOp at 454p 
on a forward multiple of just 10. Un- 
til Tale can show more exating growth, 
or less underlying ^ volatility, the shares 
are likely to slay dull. Hold. 


So farewell James Capel 
and Samuel M ontagu 


Yorkshire plays 
down growth 



t.a gla 
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Maikat value: £3.5tin, share price 31 2p 

Five-Year record 

1993 

1994 

1895 

94/9 5 

95/86 





6 months 

6 months 

••• 

- 5.2 

5.6 

'• 5.8 

•3.1 

. • 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

417 

362 

176 

205.3 

213.7 


■•27.1 . 

22.6 

8.3 

12.8 

1Z3 

Drvfcfends per share (pence} 

10.9 

11.5 

1Z0 

3.9 

4.05 


Wben the history of privatisation is 
written, the drought of 1995 will go 
down as one of the key events in the 
realisation that the water industry 
should never have been sold off in the 
first place. Yesterday’s half year figures 
from Yorkshire Water confirmed that 
view as the company struggled to jus- 
tify a dividend rise of 10 per cent even 
as it was still threatening to cut off its 
customers' supplies on alternate days. 

It is strange indeed when a quoted 
company seeks to minimis its reported 
profits growth to placate consumers, 
politicians and the regulator but that 
is what Yorkshire was doing yesterday. 
Profits of £99.5m. up 48 per cent were 
misleading, the company said, as last 
year’s result included a £25m restruc- 
turing charge. 

A better measure, and a much less 


contentious figure, was the 10 per cent 
increase in underlying profils. Earnings 
per share of 47.1p provided handsome 
cover for the increased interim dividend 
payout of 9.1p. 

from the investor's point of view, the 
import of yesterday's announcement 
was the continuing cost of tankering 
water from the relatively damp north- 
ern part of Yorkshire to the hills and 
valleys of the west - where reservoirs 
are still only 20 per cent foil compared 
with the norm for this time of the year 
of 60 per cent 

The current cost of the operation is 
running at £3m a week - and with only 
£4frm of the accumulated total of £20m 
taken against first half profits, analysts 
were busy downgrading their frdl year 
forecasts. 

Yorkshire's dividend is so well cov- 
ered, however, and the events of this 
summer so unusual that the divi- 
dend. forecast at 31. 7p for the year to 
March, and offering a yield of 65 per 
cent at yesterday's dose of 612p, is im- 
pregnable. 

So it should be -with political wor- 
ries and the threat of a windfall lax in 
the background a high yield is a rea- 
kmablc expectation. 


Sales per square foot have im- 
oved from JE12.S6 to £13.84. The 


proved from £12.S6 to £13.84. The 
company has pledged to reach £15 by 
1998. although even this will be behind 
its main rivals. Elsewhere Safeway is 
improving its proportion of primary 
shoppers as opposed to customers who 
simply use it as a “tup-up” shop. 
However, it still lags behind market 
leaders Tesco and Sainsbury. 

The spend of the family shopper, an- 
other Safeway target, has also in- 
creased. Safeway now has creches in 
27 stores and plans 60-70 over the next 
three years. The self-scanning trial has 
been extended to 24 stores. 

Analysts are forecasting full-year 


Number of stores 
& new openings 

4oo -nvwai 


Share price 

pence 


300 
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91 92 93 94 95 96 

'same stores closed each year 


91 92 93 94 95 


The intractable problem of 
how to successfully brand the 
diverse business interests that 
are HSBC has finally been re- 
solved. The bank is to unveil 
a new corporate image in 
January, putting an end to the 
years of confusion over James 
Capel, Samuel Montagu. 
Midland Bank ct al. 

Visitors to the HSBC deal- 
ing floor will bear witness to a 
different business logo on vir- 
tually every pillar. The hank 
has been trying to address the 
lack of focus for some time 
under the guidance of 
Bernard Asher, chairman of 
investment banking. Howev- 
er, progress has been slow. 
Compare the immediate dis- 
appearance of the Smith New 
Court name following the 
merger with Merrill Lynch. 

The proposed solution is 
stunning in its simplicity. The 
bank intends to put the 
HSBC prefix in front of all its 
brand names in the hope that 
people will eventually forget 
about them and they can be 
dropped. 

So come 1996 it will be 
HSBC James Capel and 
HSBC Samuel Montagu. The 
only name not destined to 
wither on the vine is Midland 
Bank. Remember, you read it 
here first. 



Safeway reveals that it has been inundated with 

video compilations of its current advertising 

ing Harry, the toddler who spends life in bis mothers super- 


nany. me wuu»i -r — . . . 

market trolley pontificating on the value of groceries. We 
have had requests for 1.000 copies," said a spokesman, “some 
from City analysts." Safeway says it will be usmgHany again. 
“It will be a while before he becomes a spotty-faced teenager. 


Grim actuarial warnings take 
their toll on Bernard Taylor, 
chairman of Medeva, who 
announced yesterday that he 
is retiring. Mr Taylor intends 
to spend a lot of time relaxing 
in Australia after learning 
that those retiring earlier 
tend to live longer. 

“There’s a message there 
for us all,” he declares, scoff- 
ing at the suggestion (hat he 
is departing for reasons more 
sinister. “Unless you think my 
wife's ministrations on this 
subject over a period of 35 
years are sinister, then this is 
not sinister," he said, adding 
that he always intended to re- 
tire at 60. 

Actuaries say if you retire 
at 60 “you will have a longer 
and bclLer life than if you re- 
tire al 65". If you are in a 


stressful job and retire al 65 
you are likely only to live to 
72, but if you bow out at 60 
you can expect another IS 
years on average. 

Why Australia? That’s 
where his two sons and five 
grandchildren live.lwo 
daughters also live abroad. 


easier brewer that owns the 
ancient inn, to mend the roof 
and allow the club back in for 
another meeting in the spring 
where the matter of its disso- 
lution will be discussed again. 
Ov er more wine. 

“Back from the brink.” Mr 
Dickens breathed. 


After much deliberation and 
fine wine the Dickens Pick- 
wick Luncheon Club has de- 
cided not to dissolve itself - 
at least not yeL Readers of 
yesterday's diary will recall 
that Cedric Dickens, a de- 
scendant of the celebrated 
author, was keen to bring the 
curtain down on this venera- 
ble City forum because the 
club's venue - the lop room 
at the George and Vulture - 
was too damp to lunch on. 

But the final gathering - at 
the alternative venue of the 
Old Doctor Butler's Head - 
failed lo vote itself into obliv- 
ion. Instead it was resolved to 
press Samuel Smith, the Tad- 


Tbe telephone rings. It is Pe- 
ter Levine, chairman and 
chief executive of Canary 
Wharf, who takes exception 
to our story of the Jaguar 
Building Services man wbo 
was trapped in one of the 
windowless storage rooms in 
the central spine of Britain's 
tallest office block. The lack 
of inside door handies in 
some of these rooms is not an 
architectural oversight, he 
points ouL Ralher it is the 
tenants who are responsible 
for the fixtures and fittings. 
The gibbering cleaner was 
rescued after faint screams 
were were heard coming from 
the fabric of the building. 


Top-level 
changes 
at MDIS 


Amec spurns bidder at secret meeting 


IN BRIEF 


Profits climb at Evans of Leeds 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


DAVID HELUER 


McDonnell Information Sys- 
tems. the computer services 
company, said that Giles Hem- 
rnings, who joined as director of 
operations in April, has re- 
signed - earlier than expected. 

His departure follows Tues- 
day's appointment of John 
Klein as chief executive. Mr 
Klein previously ran a $2bn soft- 
ware operation for Digital. It is 
believed that Mr Hemmings will 
have his year-long notice peri- 
od paid in full. 

Mr Hemmings was recruited 
from Arthur Andersen by Ian 
Hay Davison, the MDIS chair- 
man. Mr Hav Davison said yes- 
terday that he had brought Mr 
Hemmings in to the group to 
“get to the bottom of problems" 
after it had issued two profit 
warnings. But Mr Hemmings 
"never expected to be chief ex- 
ecutive." he said. 

in August MDIS warned that 
the group's results for the full 
year were likely to be substan- 
tially below market expecta- 
tions. Analysts immediately 
reduced their forecasts from 
around £13m ui around £2m. 
The company also said in Au- 
gust that Jerry C’ausley. who led 
the management buyout from 
McDonnell Douglas, was leav- 
ing the group. 

Mr Klein joined the hoard in 
June and now succeeds Mr 
Causley. In his new job. he is ex- 
pected to play a key role in de- 
veloping the company's 
long-term strategy. 


Hostilities between the UK 
construction group Amec and 
the Norwegian shipping com- 
pany Kvaemer deepened yes- 
terday after a secret meeting of 
senior executives. 

Sir Alan Cockshaw, Amec’s 
chairman, is believed to have 
strongly rebuffed attempts by 
Kvaemer to reach a recom- 
mended deal on its bid, which 
could be worth up to £375ro. 
However, it was hoped that fur- 
ther meetings would take place 
todav or tomorrow. 


As the two sides tried to re- 
solve differences, Kvaemer 
bought another 1.7 per cent of 
Amec shares, taking its holding 
to 17 per cenL Kvaemer has 
now overtaken UBS as Amec’s 
largest shareholder. 

It is thought that at yester- 
day’ s meeting Kvaemer tried to 
persuade Sir Alan to agree a 
recommended offer for the 
large number of Amec prefer- 
ence shares. But Sir Alan, just 
off the plane after a trip to the 
Middle East, was said to be in 
no mood to compromise. 

Kvaerner’s £l-a-share offer 


for Amec's ordinary capital is 
worth £202.6m. An offer for the 
preference shares, worth about 
£172ra. has to be sent out to in- 
vestors hy Monday. 

Some analysis have suggested 
that Amec may be in a position 
to negotiate slightly belter 
terms for the preference shares, 
rbougb any substantial differ- 
ence would not be allowed 
under takeover rules. 

However, as the ordinary 
share offer has been rejected, 
Amec believes there is little 
point in discussing the terms of 
the preference share offer. 


Erik Toaseth, Kvaerner's 
chief executive, told Sir Alan 
that it was nut the culture of 
Scandinavian companies to 
mount hostile bids. But Sir 
Alan said that the company's ac- 
tion had been hostile through- 
out. starting with a dawn raid on 
the shares last week and publi- 
cation of the offer document 
just 48 hours later. 

Mr Tonscih was back in the 
L f K after a brief return lo Nor- 
way to talk lo analysts, some of 
whom haw been cool on die bid. 
Mr Tonscih said: “The synergy 
wc see within both oil and eas 


and engineering is so strong that 
it defends the price for Amec of 
one pound per share." 

While the price-earnings ra- 
tio of 37. based on Amec's ex- 
pected earnings per share in 
1995 of 2.7 pence, could be 
thought high, it was justified by 
the synergies and the Fact that 
Kvaemer intended lo sell 
Amec's property and house- 
building arms. he said. 

Analysis said Kvaerner’s pre- 
sentation un Tuesday had failed 
lo erase doubts on the specific 
synergy between the two 
companies. 


Evans of Leeds said the White Rose shopping centre, which it is 
developing with Yorkshire Water and Land Securities, is almost 


developing with Yorkshire Water and Land Securities, is almost 
fully pre-let and on schedule for completion by Easter 1997. Pre- 
tax profits climbed 17 per cent from £4.6m to £5.4m in the six 
months to September. Interim dividend rose 10 percent to 0.9 tip. 


Wainhomes hit by interest charges 


Wain homes said it maintained sales and operating profits despite 
selling fewer houses in the six months to September. Pre-tax prof- 
its fell from £5 J7m to £4.25 m because of increased interest charges. 
Earnings per share were 4 jp (5.7p) and the interim payout was 
maintained at l.5p. 


Sell-off at Johnson Fiy 


Asian weakness hurts Flemings 


JOHN EfSENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 


The persistent weakness of 
.Asian markets took its toll on 
mteritn results at Flemings, the 
privately owned investment 
bank, which yesterday an- 
nounced a 22 per cent drop in 
six-month pre-tax profits to 
£76m. 

About half of Flemings’ busi- 
ness is Asian-related, including 
Japan. “The markets where we 
play to our strengths have been 
\eiy difficult Most Far Eastern 
markets are down in dollar 
terms, and some regional mar- 
kets have taken very substantial 
hits.” said John Manser, group 
chief executive. 

Half-year pre-tax profits to 30 
June ai Jardinc Fleming, the 
group’s Asian arm. slumped to 
£5 2m from £93m. “Growth 
rates continue to be strong in 
Asia, and that wfll eventually be 
reflected in slock market valu- 


ations, but not while govern- 
ments there continue lo rein in 
on monetary policy,” said Mr 
Manser. 

Flemings has also been con- 
centrating on setting up a 
broking and branch network in 
Latin America, the last re- 
maining gap in its internation- 
al coverage, but this has put 
pressure op costs. The invest- 
ment bank's performance in the 
UK and US were described bv 
Mr Manser as steady, but in- 
sufficient to compensate for 
the Asian weakness. “1995 will 
go down as the year of the de- 
veloped market not of devel- 
oping markets. We just have to 
regard it as swings and round- 
abouts." he said. 

The bank, which is 35 per cent 
owned by the Fleming family, 
with the" remainder held by 
employees and Institutions, has 
increased the interim dividend 
to 7p from 6.5p. reflecting “sub- 
stantial dividend cover". 


With Flemings' corporate fi- 
nance benefit ting from the 
surge in UK mergers and ac- 
quisition activity, and a strong 
focus on building up research 
and sales capacity in European 
securities, a persistent area of 
weakness remains retail asset 
management. 

Overall, funds under man- 
agement increased, largely 
thanks to the appreciating mar- 
ket. by 14 per cent to £53bn. 
with a £2.5bn net inflow of 
funds. But Saw & Prosper and 
Flemings in Europe are suffer- 
ing from low volumes and pres- 
sure on charges in the 
competition to win business. 

Mr Manser expected the tur- 
bulence in UK. banking and in- 
vestment banking to continue. 
But he said it wits loo early to 
tell the effect of balance sheet 
size and mass on smaller oper- 
ators in the market and their 
ability to continue to attract 
good people. 


Thirsty hot summer 
shines on Marston 


Johnson Fry is selling its personal financial planning business. John- 
son Fiy Financial Services, to a new company controlled by some 
of its managers for £ 1.25m. Net assets involved are estimated al 
£150.tW0.The division traded at a loss, including allocated over- 
heads. of £563.000 ill the year ended 31 December. 


Transformation at National Home Loans 


JOHN SHEPHERD 


The hut summer provided a big 
boost to beer soles at Marston. 
Thompson & Evershcd. the re- 
gional brewer bused in Burton 
on Trent. Almost a quarter of 
a £2.)m rise in half-year oper- 
ating profits to £ 15.44m was due 
to the weather. 

Marston. tamed tor its Pedi- 
gree bitter, brewed using the old 
Union system, also benefited 
from increased beer sales in the 
free-trade. The free-trade, in- 
cluding national accounts, ami 
take-home trade now account 
for 5U per cent of beer sales. 

“But while the weather was 
extremely kind to sales of lager, 
cider and soft drinks, it was less 
so to sales of eask-eondi tinned 
ales, where volumes were down 
fry 1.8 percent." said Michael 
Hurdle, chairman. 


Marston succeeded in push- 
ing through price increases, 
which Jed to the company's 233 
managed houses lifting profit 
margins hy J.6 percentage 

point*. Rents were also raised 
across the 644-smmg tenanted 
estate by mi »rc* than ,J per cent. 

The overall advance in pre- 
Uix profits, however, was less 
marked, due to a rise in inter- 
est costs from l'7l»|.tMHt in 
tl.Mm. reflecting the compa- 
ny's strategy lo sell low profit - 
making tenancies and buy m« >re 
managed houses. 

Pre-tax profits tor the si\ 
months to 23 September in- 
tuited i73.9m. up 13.1*1 per cent. 
Sales advanced 11.2 per cent lo 
CS5.2m. The interim dividend is 
boosted 42 per cent to 2.5 p. the 
rise largely to remove the dis- 
parity between the hall-year 
and final payments. 


National Home Loans confirmed its transformation from near- 
collapse four years ago. Profits rose 32 per cent to £ 15.1m and 
the lp dividend was the first since March 1991. Net interest in- 
come was flat at £2lL?m but costs grew from i’N.bm to i‘IU.3ni. 
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Create your own budget and take control of your personal finances with Microsoft* Money 4.0 for Windows* 95 on your PC. Call the Microsoft Connection Jj cmsoft 
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’:vFF-SE 100 
• 3655.5 +06.7 
v '*fWE2 50 - 
v * 3951.0 +9.3 
VFT«E3S0 
■ 1810.6 -4-3.5 
. SEAQ VOLUME 
^ 823.9m shares, 
30,823 bargains 

Gftts Index 

; 9534 +0.25 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


Prospect of interest rate cuts sends shares to new high 




Ratiwali 


ir: •» . J .a. ; s- o. N ; 


Interest rales, rather than the 
Budge i, dominated the stock 
markcL The feeling that base 
rate reductions are inevitable 
if the Chancellor’s strategy is 
to have any chance or success 
overwhelmed any Budget 
blues, sending shares, to the 
surprise or many, to new peaks. 

Mortgage cuts by the top 
lenders Halifax. Abbey Na- 
tional and Nationwide under- 
lined the pressure for lower 
base rales. Any move is not 
due until the middle of next 
month but the growing clam- 
our for action could force the 
Chancellor to act in the next 
few days. Most expect cuts 
either side of Christmas. 

More records in New York 
and renewed takeover specu- 
lation added to the market's 
strength. At one time the FT- 
SE 100 index was up 22.2 
points; it dosed 6.7 higher at 
3,655.5. 

Abbey, the Budget day star, 
remained in demand on the 


bencGts it should draw from 
the eventual Halifax flotation. 
The shares reached a 635p 
peak, up 17p. 

Most other banks were firm, 
with Standard Chartered, one 
of the market’s favourite 
takeover counters, up a further 
16p to 596p. 

Insurances remained in the 
bid frame. GRE put on 4p to 
268p, with the story gaining 
strength that Legal & General, 
seen as a National Westminster 
Bank target, could indulge in 
a defensive merger. BAT In- 
dustries is also thought to be 
hovering with predatory intent. 

The one offer that did 
materialise, albeit an indicative 
proposal, came from Welsh 
Water, which suggested it 
would bid up to 840p Tor Sooth 
Wdes Electricity; not surpris- 
ingly SWE found the prospect 
“totally unacceptable”. WW 
was little changed at 696p; 
SWE rose I2p to I,(I89p. 

Guinness, off I Op to 459p, 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


wilted in the face of yet more 
speculation about the inten- 
tions of its 20 per cent share- 
holder, LVMH, The French 
luxury goods group has denied 
it has any plans to lower its 
Guinness involvement. But 
stories that it is preparing an 
important deal continue to 
flow in Paris. Inevitably, there 
is the suspicion that it needs to 
utilise the cash from any re- 
duction of its Guinness thirst. 

There was also a French 
connection to Enterprise Oil, 
up 13p to 356p. Elf Acquitaine. 
the French oil group, sits on 
12.93 per cent and is thought 
to be keen to realise its in- 
vestment But Enterprise lurks 
a long way from its year's high. 


British Aerospace made fur- 
ther headway on the planned 
Orange flotation and the 
rumoured United Arab Emi- 
rates contract climbing 19p to 
820p. Rolls-Royce, a likely 
beneficiary of any UAE deal, 
rose 3p to 17&5p. 

Great Universal Stores was 
the subject of more buy-back 
rumours. With Cazcnove and 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd mak- 
ing encouraging noises ahead 
of next week’s figures, the 
shares gained 14p to 615p. 

Uoyds Chemists, up 1 lp to 
268p, remained under the spec- 
ulative whip, and the builder Y] 
Lovell again attracted keen 
buying, gaining 3p to 25p. 

British Steel, meeting fund 


managers in Edinburgh, put on 
3p to 170.5p. 

The engineer L Gardner; 
placed at 125p. made an im- 
pressive debut, reaching 146p: 
Lhe retailer Revelation 
achieved a 5p premium at 
105p. Qneensbo rough, the 
leisure group, returned to mar- 
ket at 29p with trading nudg- 
ing 7 million shares. 

The cider groups recovered 
their Budget losses. Matthew 
Clark jumped 29p to 655p as 
Panmure Gordon decided the 
shares were mispriced and 
moved into the market. HP 
Balmer gained lOp to 494p. 

Breweries failed to hold 
their Budget ferment, with 
Bass falling lOp to 687p. Re- 
tailers continued to suffer from 
the lack of Budget inspiration, 
with Marks & Spencer off 
5.5p at 447_5p. 

Lower interest rate hopes 
helped builders higher but 
many utilities failed to hold 
much of the progress achieved 


on the back of the absence of 
any “windfall” lax. 

Sooth Country Homes, a 
classic shell situation, at last 
produced the signalled corpo- 
rate <***»! . with the ex-Cope AB- 
man chief, Richard Grogan, 
buying 27.9 per cent and join- 
ing the board. He picked up the 

shares from Hambros and 
Hambro Countrywide at 20p. 
Hambros and Hambro Coun- 
trywide are bidding 20p for up 
to' 27.9 per cent of the rest of 
SCH.up7.5pto23.5p. . 

Antonov, the AIM-listed 
group developing an automat- 
ic gearbox, enjoyed another 
run, up 20p at 108p. There are 
rumours that it is near to an- 
nouncing a deal with a big mo- 
tor group. But such stories 
have often circulated since it ar- 
rived, at 40p, on the old 4.2 
share market in May. 

British Biotechnology, inter- 
im figures today, jumped 50p to 
1.043p and Thy Options, figures 
tomorrow, added 3p to llOp. 


TAKING STOCK 


□Capital Radio, taking in 
Capital FM and Capital 
Gold, jumped 27p to 504p 
with Merrill lynch and 
Panmure Gordon keen on the 
shar es. But a deal for 900,000 
shares at 505p caused the ex- 
citement Capital is expected 
to lift profits from £2&5m to 
£32im year and could 
hit £37m next. PG has 
apparently been keen on the 
shares for some time; Merrill 
has just returned them to its 
buy list. 

□More OTerrall, the poster 
company where Roger Parry, 
ex-Aegjs, is dne to become 
chief executive, is attracting 
some discreet takeover 
whispers. The group lacks a 
dominate shareholder and 
could find a determined 
assault difficult to resist. 
Profits hit £9.5m last year 
and should top £13 in this 
year. The shares were little 
changed at 452p. 
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Orta Rectaocnlar Ctasaic. 
Model 574 7460 40 84 
Spherical ciit mineral crystal. 
Water- resistant to 30 metres. 
Automatic movement. 

RetaH price £575 
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sport 


Factions begin battle for the fractions 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The Chancellor devoted just 86 
words of his Budget speech on 
Tuesday to the problems of Lhe 
racing industry, but there was 
every indication yesterday that 
its factions wilJ be arguing about 
them until Christmas and be- 
yond. Outsiders might feel that 
it should not be difficult to split 
£65 m in two, or even three, ways 
and still keep everyone happy. 
In the twilight zone of racing 
politics, however, the first ca- 
sualty of war Ls common sense. 

By ignoring calls from both 
racing administrators and the 
bookmakers for a cut in belting 
duty of two per cent or more, 
Kenneth Clarke has ensured 
that both sides of the industry 
are now returning to their 
trenches for a protracted battle 
over the one per cent he did re- 
linquish. lb add to the confu- 
sion, he has also parachuted 
greyhound racing into no-man's 
land, eager for its own piece of 

Punters 
tune in 
to Song 

Richard Dunwoody’s mount. 
Chiefs Song, was heavily 
backed yesterday for the 
William Hill Handicap Hurdle 
at San down on Saturday. 

The sponsors cut their price 
for Simon Dow’s horse from 14- 
1 to 13-2 dear second favourite. 
Ladbrokes laid him to lose over 
£40,000. cutting their odds to 7- 
1 from 10-1. 

The latter firm cased the 
favourite, Bimscy out to 7-2 
from 3-1, despite confirmation 
that Reg Akehurst's five-year- 
old will run. Doubts had arisen 
because Bimsey's weight had 
been put up 41b without con- 
nections or punters knowing. 


RESULTS 


HEREFORD 

12.60: 1. BUTTERCUP JOE (VV Msroton) 5- 
2Jttav; 2. MrKoraiK 50-1: 3. Hardy Weath- 
er 33- JL 36 ran. 5. 15. ID Ntctuisan). Tate: 
13.40; £1.50, £1030. £430. DF; £23930. 
CSF: £102.33. Tna not won. A pool at 
£338.02 cameo torwam so me 3.00 race at 
Lan tj Mf today. 

m X. HUHHYUP (R Duiwoody) 9-1; 2. 
MtfOafWn 6-1; 3. Cyifl Hwy 7-2. 6 
raa U-8twrafBroBiw(l«D. 3. dsUR Detail. 
Tote: £1030; £230. £1.90. DF: £15.00. CSF: 
£4&3L 

130: 3. HOJOE (B Fenton) 6-1: 2. Latin 
leader 9-1:3. Dontdrentonfliwjnr 7-L 15 
ran. 7-2 tavSteA Com (Puliod up). 3. 6. (Q 
YarilM. Tate: £7 JO; £2.10. £4.40. £4.00. 
DF; £3&aa CSf:£B2£9. Tno: £74.00.: 
2J0; 1. MAE5 OF HAR (M A FitgeraM) 
6-4: 2. Ground Mot 7-1:3- Darteyfiortbay 20- 
1. 6 ran. 5-6 fan Lemon's Mill UteD. 4, da. 
(N Henderson). Tata: £2.50: £130, £2.40. 
DF: £5.90. CSF: £1136. 

2J50: 1. CAWARRA BOY (MrE James) 3- 

U ran. 1^4, 

£130. £360, £160. £260. DF £3680. CSF; 
£33*. Incan: £83.49. Trio: £27.50. 

3J0: X. CANTOfttS FRATER fW Maraon] 
6- 1; 2. M0nMy Ftee 2 5-1; 3. Three of Chita 
20-1. 11 ran. 7-4 bv Celtic Silver (4tfil. 15. 
in Ms JPamanl. Tote: £6 3ft £1301 £6.40. 
£4.50. DF: £87.90. CSF: £16333. Tncast 
£3.49838. Tno: £227.00 - pan won. Pool ot 
£291.03 earned lorwsmi m Leicester today. 

330: L BADGER'S LANE (RDunwOOdy) 5- 
1: 2. Harlequin CtioniB 10-1: 3. Bnmtoy May 
6-1. 17 ran. 11-4 tw Golden Drum iBttil. 1, 
nk. (K Bartey). Tate: £6.30; £2.80. £3.00. 
£5.50. DF: £83.50. CSF: £57.93. Tna 
£162.70. Aft eta ste wards' nquwyths pbongs 
lememad irmevt. 

iuckpoL NoTwon. iPod ot C2.507.53 earned 
loreord to Lecesier today). 

Place 5: £687.24. Ptac* 6: £237338 
Quadpot Not won. Ptocepofc £445.60. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Ramstar 
(Windsor 3JJD) 

NB: Zajira 
(Windsor 330) 

CATTEHICK 

um L DESStT FIGHTER (M Kerrmgmnl 

3- 4 far. 2. Able Player 5-2: 3. Hy To Tha End 
9-2. 6 ran. 12. **. (Mis M Revrieyl. Tate: 
£320; LL30. £2.10. DF: £3.20. CSF: £B 13. 

130: 1 WISDOM (A S Srrwhl 6-1: Z In 
Good Faith 6-1; 3. DaBy Boy 50-1. 21 ran. 
11-8 fa« Eden Danoer 1 4th). 2^. 5. IK Mor- 
gen). Tote: £1080; £2.40. £1.90, £13.00. 
DF: £32.90. CSF: £5131. Tito: £17020. 

2.00: 1 FLASH OF REAUI US Cahn Evens, 
ter 2. EvadncRate 4-1; 3. North Pride 14- 
L 6 ran. 7. 2V> (P Moment)}. Tote: £2 DO; 
£1.10. £3.50. DF: £4.40. CSF: £530. 

230: 1. KWERLEV BOY (P Niven) 5-1; 
2. BradouttavaHa 5-1: 3. Deap Down 14- 
1 13 ran. 7-2 few EndiBion (unsealed nderi. 
Hd. nk. [Mrs M Ftmeta V). Tote: £5.10: £2.90. 
0.40. £3)30. DF: £10.40. CSF: £31.99. Tn- 
cast £31636. Tim £43.00. 

330: L VUN STATES (M Dwjert U-2: 2. 
Stop Tbe Writer 4-1; 3. Andros Pitaoa 16- 
1.11 ran. 7-2 ffiv WfastweJJ Boy 1 41ft). 1*4.5. 
U Turner). Tata £630: £2.10. £2.70. £2-50- 
DF: £2130. CSF: £26. 78. Tncasc £30725. 
Tna £123.10. 

330: 1. B«MO OUIIOOK (G Harieri 50- 
1: 2. Hamden flock 4-7 ten: 3. Be Ba Rose 
31 10 ran. 4. 15. IMSnWh). Totes £5230; 
£5.10, £180. £180. DF: £2530. CSF: 
£7936. Tna £3030. 

Piece 5.- £55.09. Place 6: £8433. 
Quadpot: £7.00. Ptecepot: £12030 

UNGRELD 

12JD: 1 PBGGY SPENCER fftean McKa- 
am) 611 lav; 2. Scissor FSdtfo 16-1' 3. Yb 
Kite 33-1 10 ran. 3*^. i*- (C Thorraon). Tote 
£190: £140. £230. £4.60. DF: £1330 CSF: 
£1331 NR: Dricrra. Trto £26.00. 

1240: 1 EASY CHOKE (A OaM 9-4 far, 
Z KaaSi Hamm 3-1 3. Awasfaa 61 7 ran. 
1’*. l*c- (PMtartL Tutor 030: £180, £180. 
DF: £3.40. CSP £5ao. NR Raffles Rooster. 

UK 1 BALLVNAKELty (T flGHetf 5-2 tav. 
2. Jnst-Mana-Motl 10-1 3. LTAnl 4-1 14 
ran. 10. nd. (R AKelwsO-Tote: £630; £230. 
£230. £190. DF: £5630. CSF: £3137. Tri- 
cast: £10173. NRs: Alpine Storm. Rose 
Chime. Tno: £49.70. 

14K L ARCTIC ROMANCER (A Whrian) 

4- l;2 Mol Canard 15-2: 3. ttxteihepott 13- 
3 to. 7 ran. 2^. 3*>. « tflwfc). Tote: £630; 
£180. £2,50. DF: £9-60. CSF: £3141 

230: 1 MR NEVERMIND (S WMwanh) 
64 A taw 2. Monfc D®®7 - 13. Ranral 
son 25-1 7 ran. b-4 A to Ugm rtrigwe. 
5.6.IGL Moore). £3ja 

Dft £7.10. CSF: £1197. NR: Arete. 

2^4K 1 COUMOGE CJ Quinn) 2-1 to; 2. 

Mrosorald 100-30. 1 *"g5WJ5KL% 
dm i it MSheehanJ- Tata £2JSr, ,£L50. 
£2.90. £110. £5.40. CSF: £9.55. Tri- 

casc £1637. Trto £1130. 

310: 1 TUfSAMALA (T Ashlejfl 33-^2. 
ApoOo Rad 4-1 3. Fort Kno x 7-2- 

ll^toftTTteBey. ^ .5- 

£4030; £6.60. £170, £170. DF. £124.60. 

CSF: £16106. Tno: £83 30. 

Trim £371.70, ^ 

Place S: £2436. 

Qnatkwt: £12.40. Fte ca n at: E 22 -M). 


2. Prairie Grave 10-1; 3. Vntsky 5-2 to. 

i, lV IC James). Tate: £4.90; 


Four at 
telt 7-2 
P 

DF: 


the action. And this fc whai hap- 
pens when he's actually trvim* 
to give money away. " “ 

To be fair to the parties in- 
voK-cd. the ChunceUor's one pe r 
cent, offered on the under- 
standing that it must “be spread 
between the beuim> indusLrv 
a nd^ horse and greyhound rac- 
ing . puis them in an impossi- 
ble position. The bookmakers 
want to pass the cut on to pun- 
ters (who will then, of course, 
pass most of it back again) by 
cutting deductions I o nine per 
cent. This, they argue, would 
stimulate betting, and thus as- 
sist racing - horses and dogs - 
via the percentage of turnover 
handed on by the bookies lo the 
sports they' depend on. 

The British Horseracing 
Board, however, wants a portion 
of the reduction to pass direct- 
ly to the Levy and Teels that the 
Chancellor's words back it up. 
“We put the case for a duly re- 
duction embracing both a re- 
duction in the price of betting 
to the consumer and a transfer 
from duty to Levy." Tristram 


Ricketts, the B Hit's chief ex- 
ecutive, said yesterday. “He 
has responded very positively to 
that principle and we now wish 
to sec it implemented." 

Yet as the hookies point out. 
a cut in their deductions of less 
than one per cent is impracti- 
cal. “You can't pass on frac- 
tions," Him Kelly, of the Betting 
Office Licensees Association, 
said. "IT we pul the money into 
the marketplace to stimulate 
turnover, everyone will benefit-" 

You could almost believe 


that the Chancellor, with his 
somewhat mischievous sense 
of humour, could not resist 
stirring things up. The 1 March 
deadline for an agreement be- 
tween the various parties, after 
which the concession could he 
lost, also adds spicc. Yet as they 
try to do a deal, both racing and 
the bookmakers would do well 
to remember precisely why they 
are in this situation. * 

There is. after all a common 
enemy, which at present seems 
to be employing the principle of 


“divide and rule" to eons'ider- 
able effect. Without the Na- 
tional Lottery, both sides of the 
industry would be looking for- 
ward to' a period of growth and 
prosperity, thanks to the five- 
year deal on Levy contributions, 
secured in 1994, which seemed 
to prove that the days of bick- 
ering were over. Everyone, it 
seemed then, could plan for die 
future with confidence. 

Instead, just a year after the 
launch of the Lottery, many bet- 
ting shops are on the brink of 


Bank’s chance to lay the ghost 


Anyone whose Boxing Dnv was 
ruined last year by Burlon 
Bank’s last-fence fall when 12 
lengths clear in the King 
George VI Chase at Kcmpton 
will have the chance to relive the 
experience all over again this 
year. 

The 1993 winner of the race 
was installed 4-1 favourite by 
William Hill after an entry of 19 


was announced for the big race 
yesterday. 

Last year's lucky winner AJ- 
gan is in the field, as are Mas- 
ter Oats, who won the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup in 
March. Martha's Sun. One 
Man and the Irish hopes. Sound 
Man and Merry Gale. 

Kemplon’s clerk of Lhe course 
Michael Webster said: “With 


such a wealth of top class entries 
from three different countries, 
the 1995 King George looks cer- 
tain to be not only the mid-sea- 
son championship of chasing, 
but also one of the great inter- 
national horse races.” 

tOng Goorge VI Q»se (Kemptoo, Boxing 
day] Latest prict*s (WBHnm F6H): 4-1 Bar- 
ton Bank. 9-2 Merry Gale. 6-1 Socre Man. 
7-1 Dublin Flyer, Master Oats. 8-1 Marcia's 
Son. One Man. Omen on requirT- 


closure, and the Levy Board is 
planning deep cuts in its ex- 
penditure. It is potentially a 
mortal threat to racing, which 
should concentrate minds both 
within the sport, and among 
those who depend on it. 

To date, (he BHB has been 
sceptical about many of the 
bookmakers' ideas to increase 
non-racing, and therefore non- 
Levy, turnover. It may now be 
time to realise that a betting 
shop equipped with fruit ma- 
chines. for example, is more use 
to racing than a closed betting 
shop. The campaign to allow 
bookmakers to compete fairly 
with Camelot needs support 
from the whole industry. 

The bookmakers, in return, 
might allow part of the Trea- 
sury's money lo return to rac- 
ing (of both varieties), with the 
remainder used to promote 
turnover in other wavs - better 
place terms on eaeh'-wuy bets, 
and so on. The losers, of course, 
would be the punters, still pay- 
ing “lax” at HI percent but this 
is, perhaps, preferable to hav- 



Kelly: cut tax In the shops 


tng little or no racing to bet on 
at all. Meanwhile, the struggle 
must continue for further relief 
in the next Budget. 

The most sense yesterday 
came from Geoffrey Thomas, 
executive director of the British 
Greyhound Racing Board. “We 
must tiy and see things from 
each other’s point of view.” he 
said. In the face erf the awesome 
force or the Lottery, unity of 
purpose is paramount. If the 
only result of Tuesday’s tax cut 
is a return to the squabbling of 
oldl we may soon wonder if. 
even for £65m. it was a price 
worth paying. 


LEICESTER 


HYPERION 

1230 Ocean Hawk 2J30 French Myle 

3-00 Rehie De La Chasse 3 j 00 Karshi (nb) 
3-30 Lute Akira 330 Fly By North 

ZOO LITTLE TOM (nan) 


U ' S ° f ’ un * ,unJI, “' cv***. U«i*hJ iu Firm (Finn in jitansi) nn i4um- iinira- 
I JuHta-rund, izrtilukUiii£ iMurv*. wjLh 0 mlk*. 

■ Uflii-munr ik fluli-s v.iuili-vu.si i«T My tiff Alt L>-uv*>ter raltmjv nu/tiui rls'ixtriu, .*4 
l ■annus -S il-IIh-M Jim- inik-aunuv. ADMISSION: Club i 1J; Tauc-rjolls 5S- J*l- 
ver Ring S ). (jcconijonhil urutcr- 1 - r r~ fnvt. CAB PARK: Fnf. 


SIS 


iRAcmai 

CHANNEL 


lb 5 LAST SPH (47) (Ur; Etu Lan^r i ieniis 10 7 ..J Raton 

17 20 QUAUTAffl KBOC (2S) holo^ Vjtnaci J 9oocmfc\ LQ 7 OBpaa 

18 5 HBNE DE1A CHASSE (HO (ZB) OT illcn n Pnw*! D 10 7-WMtanton 

-ISdadared- 

BEnWB: 2-1 Mm to La Ctussa. 4-1 M0tt Ihn. 5-1 PrapMs Hoaoar, 9-1 Coat Johor, 10-1 5ta» 
Dm, 12-1 Last Sfta, TatUba Tate. 14-1 to ftove A Pota, 16-1 HBwre. 

See DMEMtOnc. 

FORM CUBE 

A Manner or rtw Fiat in Frame, RONE DE LA CHASSE was ura-j*> ncl ro unr f.-v ume P.Of 
Kunlle^ j[ Wcrticrtjy. wt«.«re a two mistake three from home ctieckec ntr om£reis anC u jtH 
her to lose a shoe in the race '#on by CirunKa. Srv- con be ft wen another crurice. One na: 
mipn make j race of n is Ciracuu\ stattfenucc, Slapy Oara. Like Dowi Nicnofun s %. 
3apy Dam a beaten tnvounte an nuaur, debut, at Market Rosen, aut rw ended we 
Flat ie.ivxi m jkxia tjrni. with mk hero ard at FcdkeMone, anart nw^nt oe unwise to>ufi£e 
rum mnpiy on the Market Ra-jen race. Omen trui un be ranoed to no better aner .oa the 
Lme run over rurutes maude Bars TT Bite , from a niote comt) a? wet! as any jus: now. 
and NigM Tim and Lost Split, tourth and Tiftn m vofuntet-i s race at KerrcJor Setectton: 
HEINE DE LA CHASSE 


230 


JOHN 0 ’GAUNT MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) £3^00 added 
3m Penalty Value £Z832 
3K3-F5 ABtlRAK (BE) U4) £ck£ Ptensis Lrnrtnacf) N Heraeison 6 U2 .. 

IM36 DRUMCULEN (IRE) 1541 #Bffr 5wr: h Baler 6 11 2 S MUM 

0TW52 DUKE OF LANCASTER jlHP Q6| Htit aer- PwneJqi lira J Wnan 6 11 2-W t tostM 

■WOt— : RIENCH MV1£ {RE) (22) ■} i StWV C Carr; 7 11 2 MW* 

O0f?5- POND HtXSE ORE) (262) C -t Flet:i V Pp£ 6 11 2 terfoEwna 

W5P WAR ROWER (HE) (22i 5rjcei A Carol 7 10 11 HBa* 

-6 


■ LEADING TS.AINERS ftu u RITNNERS: M Pipe — IH winner, from lift runn-ni rI\it> 
a Sicccra nmr. uf JO.'*, and a krw iu a S 1 k-vH MUlte u( 5-537. Mm J PtUniu — Cl 
winners. .T6 runn.-rn, i't.lA., -i ID.tlJ: D NIcIioIhoii — IU winnrre. :w runners, ,'m JWfc 
+Sln03l; Cl Sherwood — r, wvnm.ii-. Cl runru-rs, :IK T,<^. +SIMH4. 

■ LEADING JOCkEYS: B Dnnwood}'— ) I winner*, f rktes, l'l.(Hk l -5-J6 IH-.AMaculre 

— BainncTi, Hinties, W Mnmon — 7 wtnnohi. 42 rites IflTN.. ti'r.'iJI; 

N WUUamKon — l'. winners, .it rnii-v I7.»'A>, -SJ.70. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Prophets Honour 1 1 OH) won ai Huowi.'t on 
Thondsy. Steadtext Elite CI. Wi won ai Bailor on Friday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: To Prove A Point ( l.UOl A StnuUfent Elite D.'lOi )uve 
been sew 19J mile, bj- J J O'Neill Trum SkeHnn Wriul End. l.'umbrta; Chaorr Encousn^ 
( I -60 1 haa. been wait 19 1 njjjw by Mrs S D Wllbamn from ManamdeiRh, Devon. 


1 O Oft I BEGINNERS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) fWVI) £34)00 
i athjed 3 Y 0 2m Penalty Value £2337 


0153 OCEAN KA1M (USA) 02} 02) (Mb& Jeon Broadtunt) N iMEkavDsnes 11 5 C Uoeoiyn 

AIL Ole? REDOJVS? I6rr J RotenrJ A Caid ID 12 .Wltastaa 

BUSB) VBtf (HulfYHKti Raang) R Danpsar 10 12 V Satoi 

U BOURDMNB) (1^ (HAAon In Uid Parmentvp (5l! W Jm*s 10 12 .T lento 


CLEAN EDGE (USA) (Henry B H i3an) M iMifiMia 10 12- 

a DON (Don Monti MRyon 10 U 

P FMBF771FR(16) (RaWirayOOSGollirg. 10 12- 


.jrjm 


TO JUST BY CHANCE (58) (DucMncn Stull A Bannw 10 12 

PARMUFE (RE) itianw CnW P HsJam 10 12 ....... ... 

0 XAREIE (RE) (19) lUs Susan Uoote] G Moo* 10 12 

0 ZMGSAR (47) ID Hdprii j Bradley ID 12 . 


23 62 CU1I1IH CAPER (28) (B T Waeoii I WaBon 10 7 .._ 
RIRIUNES ROSE (RE) (Kto A J Snea] J King 10 7 . 
P5P HUBH CROSS £15) [P J WjjmTidnl S (Viffil 10 7_ 


DrattM 

H Fatter 

i CM&m 

_0uy Into (3) 
.JR 


IADYKflE(USA)(AJ%*taMKQjiirai0aiv6iwl0 7 

G LAST lAUGH QRE) (18) iCtarles Eden Limed) M Pipe ID 7 

35 PSMIIUTHEMEIAL (RE) 02) (G R Hant) P Utcneii 10 7 

P PWL5 FDRtUNE (40) fIMagfi Donstntoni UtO h Bndgnater ID 7.. 
SAURttL ORE) (R Brased Mra P Sry 10 7 . 


JfletardajcU 
-01 


3 

4 

5 
G 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

-ISdadmod- 

BETHNG: 94 Oeaan Hank, 7-2 Last laugh, 6-1 Ctoan Edge, 10-1 lady Kate, 12-1 PodaBmbmnet- 
d, 14-1 CuflBn Capor, El Dao, Fbrtmen Roso. 16-1 others. 

1994; Plunder Bay 3 10 12 A Ma&ve 31 (0 NidKiisQri) 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tha softtsh ground b smuor to mat at Bangor on 7 October, when OCEAN HAWK was only 
sevendi to Rcryale An^ia, but lacti ol a recent oulvig rm^it havre been lo btanie for (hat per- 
formance. If he runs HAe he has done in two races at Ascot. Ocean Hawk must be difficult 
m beffl. Pedattotlnnetal was nine lengths oehrd Ocean Hawk m the Ascot race won by 
Paddy's Return tun. is 3ib better off and. of the two. could Imprwe more for lhe run. Vtfhae 
Omnn Har 1 has nro hs two best races at Ascot, CuflBn Coper seems to prefer Market 
Ra*.. , she finished second to Altmw Dancer on her debut and w AsUng a month 
ago. Cirihn »->s -nai it takes to win □ race of this sort oul she wd hare to imowre 
to gatthe better of Ocean Hawk. SotecttoK OCEAN HAWK 


H on 1 BARKSY SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,500 
1- A -^ 3W I added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2JB7S 

1 OOOWT Oil AKMEy (27) iimtt’ Jarts P udi C Brosc 9 IT 0 WUarstoa 

2 3 5W5-5 SHAMSHOH AL ABAB (RE) (7) ifAs Susan ) Btw 3 Duson 7 111) Mss V HaijJi 

3 61102 5 TARGET UKE (20) (0) fflF) lUr^maon fftiyj Qoiu Ur; S Sw 5 11 a if BfiOJnscn (7) 

4 DC-:20-l SOLA.TRADSI (17) (CD) <G 17 ttnrMngi K Baotsip u U 5 GHofflo(3) 

5 lltO-QP HAWTHORNE GUN (9) (Mn (Xul Danani MnMLcnc8 113 ffr—nOiin 

6 14300-5 UMS AKURA 07 ) (Dj lltaiaiii Sown hrestriTTO Lffij (V O* 7 11 1 Jtedter 

T 067-05 MAS1ER GLBI (153) (ROBcn E Cock) G OUniye 7 11 Q PMU0oy(3) 

6 0663-60 BIWARD SGYUOUI (USA) (IS) 4V JerAsi ’.V Jenu £ ID 12 J4r R Burtoo (7) 

9 414005 HUTCXKE (RQ (M) R Brawn Mn P Sly 5 10 12. R Matey 

W P0V-36D SAHRT DffiUTWJE 0RE) (14) (Jonri PomtenJ Mts 5 Atom S 10 11, MMkator7) 

11 4 345W PHMfflHua©iDa»KjBPrcc910i TJBflto 

12 00P4P3 taflO HOPPER (RQ 08) iTJPanwt' Ms H Panod 5 10 4 nBp H^ws (7) 

13 OOOP53 QUICK DECISION (RE) (19) IWi E M Cnosuci) I CrESMeS 4 10 2 RMamy(S] 

14 00000 CHANCE ENCOtBIIER (12) dan AteftanBi kbs S VUAams 5 10 0 CMaak 

15 W06W ITS GRAND (15) lAior £ Wi-ji ttror^; Cub Lm. 1 J EtecKy 6 10 0 GuyLcwbP) 


BETTING: U-8 DoKo Of Umasier. 7-2 DremBen. 4-1 Pood Hook. 5-1 Aktnfe, 18-1 Freadi Myto. 
25-1 War Rower. 

1994- Bfiarfj:* 6 11 0 4 Va£_t '-4 j Vt‘6 s=.".i 5 m 

FORM GUIDE 

DUKE OF TANCASTER a c-.pnc’ crjnce most after firwhng second to The Bud Club 
at uncOTMirf. nc is 'rom an .r-vrr. siaote- are can be expected to improve . The Bud Cub e- 
mined ov him Bato>'. -’■“■o r.s nme a Dramcufliwi . He was a long way Detune Addetfi- 
mn Bn> at Bangor Su: is an ‘ssr. coirr-ti- for: vimner and might be capable ol better. French 
Myle nas three tors-'p-c Oft m:ns it. meand ip bs credit and he wfl find ttrs far «ser than 
tne ncvco erase ji V.westtr w.or. t. Be^.'S Boy. Sotoctton: DUKE OF LANCASTER 


3j00 


KNIGHTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £3,225 

1 KARSW 0Q (0) ILSC Vise,. Its H Kh^ti 5 11 5 TFTHfcy 


1 HR BUREAUCRAT (NZ) (26) (D) (Sartfev W Oxte) M Rf* 6 11 5 . 
05-P 8HAVNAGAR (VE) (19) E J 6err,i 3 EUoon 4 10 12 . 


_J)Bri(tonKr 

-BHantagpl 


BRIGHT NOVEMBSt ;T J ftjntci sirs H ftumt 4 10 12 60amH3) 

0 CHARUESKDMKM 07) ifJoiSean Semen Investment Ltnl W day 4 ID 12 _J Ladder 

4 20 CHHUf [AO (40) 'L't^rar. LET. M 3yjr 4 10 12 JRyao 

5-54 DNERmSCD 04) B J V.ooC J Mao* 4 id 12 EHoeband(3) 

U- DlAtS (FfQ (287) 'T Ur® i Jettnns G 10 12 GBraday 


3 HAZARD A GUESS (BE) (20) 'Vif D Roeyi Mrs J Ramsden 5 10 12 

P KMQAKOfXA (13) ;0 C G Ckost. V Oapntst 4 10 12 

5 KINGDOM OF SHADES RSAJ (380) ffiaoen OgJen) Ante* Tunel 5 ID 12 

00 MAIMMN|USA)f2S9l b»>S«WfiRacsigClutiiWCBy41012 

2 SB4PLY SUPSJH (8S8) IT Waben fY Clay 5 10 12 . 


-RGanflty 


.WHMtliP0H 

P C ti oiy 

J Ratoon 

..P Carey (5) 


SOiaeSBY IRE) '.a j Plate) Ms N Macaiey 4 10 12 . 


-GTtomay(3) 

DLaafay 

R Matey 


16 052605 HARD 70 GET (35) (Us Caron Stotefli M Banadou^t 8 10 0 Am! 

17 44Qy-X KWGSWOOO KITCtENS (12) (Stum Bruce) A Carral 15 10 0 - . 

- 17 dadnd - 

MWnium noffiL iOsL Tw fianttap wejits: As Grand 9si I3». f«id To Get 9sf Sta. rur^waod Aiwiens 
9st 

BETTMQ: 7-3 Sort Trader, 4-1 Luke Abn, 6-1 Pentartti. 8>1 fls Grad. 5-1 Targst Lias, Ctod Map- 
per, 12-1 Sharertinn AI Arab, 14-1 othere. 

1994: no ccntisponding race 

FORM BLBDE 

On ns reappearance here in the race won by Brows Ot Mar. LUK5 AKURA was uo against 
it (ram 121 b out ol the handroap. but he taxed be that urtui bn finer today and the drop m 
class must help. Kkmfllie won a 15-furmer conditions setter ai Sedgefieid about die time 
last year but stronger) « handeaps afterw*. rinstwg a tong way behind U*s AJua wnen 
BB Day’s hone beat an bar Five Rafp n a fiew of 21 to rJoffingharn tn March. Nondlve 
was also wed beaten In a selling handicap at Warwick on his first run of the season, but fin- 
snaig fifth of 18 behind Convoy nu0q not have been a bad effort, especially as KJonfflto 
comad 5Jb ovciweitfiL Ute UAsAhura and Kona*e, KsGrreid wui came on fortes ctsne- 
baefi run behind Como tel to Hereind and could be thereabouts getting weijjit from afi bar 
Hart To Got and Ktegawood Kttehons. Setecdon: LUKS AKURA 


42 5DW PEWWWBt (REH40) (BF) IP D Ea.il) Mb M R-wley 4 10 12 . 
P STYLISH BIAXE (28S) (J Dtney, R HAnctetd 6 10 12. 


-SWJim 


0 WTOSBY (USA) (Mf -The WNA Partneisrtpi M Banacfcogi 6 10 12 ■ 
JrtO-2 WHLI RJ (19) (1 /t, 0 C rcster) J Long 9 10 12 


.Flflwre 
. AI W Martin (7) 


nJDDLGDUCX (RtnnpN Raor« A Smwfer 4 10 7. 


.7 Boy 


[200 


SILVER BELL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6J500 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £5^)90 
1-llfFF IMSE APPROACH |6) (D)tMisSQeej RBaley 8 120 SMcNtM 


JFTUey 


— fiBradey 

-JtoJ SrefthOitaMnie 

— IRKavanagh 

,6 Upton 


1-00 


BBGMNER5N0VKX HURDLE (CLASS E)(DIVI) £3000 added 
3YD 2m Penalty Value £2£37 

PROWOS HONOUR (7) P) (5 * B teamoie) P Hatom 11 5 HRakr 

BAWCTTBIIE (1^ rp D Sato Mrs M RMCy 10 12 Pltoeo 

IFTUey 

.CUewdyn 

Gary Lyon 


JR Matey 


COURT JOKER flRE) (The CtMt Jolerg Mss H Kngit 10 12 

0 BITE JUSTICE (71 (EteftaargdltwNTiTtoO IU 12 

FUHQSMMtT (Mro Done Ba^h) B Bajgi 1012 ... 

0 LAAL (USA) (19) flU F BanactaugfU M Banackx^i 10 12 .... 
026 MAGICAL BU (BE) (151 (GMten Fryt J Ita** 10 12 

4 MGHT Tflff (47) U Pamw-Btowi) 0 Shenwod 10 12 

PARK BfllGE (Mrs T G AMs) T MBs ID 12 — 

6F PAIS LADS (40) iKhn OMaHey) D BmM 10 12 
6 

5 

0 . 

35 TOSIBA TALK (IS) (IS) fToshba (l») LHO B Effian ID 12 — . 
5 


— Guy Unto 0) 
..J A McCarthy 
SBrathy 


, J Prior (7) 

SIAPY WM (28) (BF) (Rose And Citiun. Boiteronei J Madte ID 12 TQny 

THE COnUMMOOL KI> (IS) (T F Hanm 0 En) T Catowi 10 12_ — JMCalMi 

mPRDVEAFWIflBJUJDTW) JJDNeilDl? A Rocha (3) 

JHrtMI3) 


(7) iNon-Stnp Promowiw S totewg Utu J Spawn* 10 7 


1 

2 PFPP-43 BISHOPS ELAND (smUKlvesey) Ales HKn0it 9 11 7. 

3 1R151F MR FLANAGAN (IQ Wrs RaharD Soneyl C Bronte 9 11 7 

4 Uiaa CORfMRDBt (434) (D) Wrs E T SrnyVrOctEUne) J Od 11 11 0 

5 512142 PIHUP^ WOOOV (18) (D) © R Wfcfltm) N Hendptson 7 10 ID ^ 

6 25W64 UTTLETOM (ifi) (0) (Mark tTComxi J hug 10 10 7 

7 5F431 r tANDSKB? WSSKE (Ifl OJrs J K L liens) M Ht* 6 10 5 

8 322413- CHttHBL'S HURST (194) (P) (lAs P 9») Mrs P 3y 9 ID 2 

-Bdectarad- 

BETHNG: 94 to Ftoagan, 7-2 PbOp's Woody, 5-1 Hflsa Approach, 6-1 BtEbops htaiKl, Utde Tom. 
81 Loadstar Mssfl* 10-1 Ccrronter, 12-1 ChkhefsHuret 

1994: I* Ereertaner U 10 12 M FiCEeraffl <1 IN A GasetMi 7 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Jeff Krog and Guv Upton nave teamed up u gn a Irewnnot reoerwy so LfTTlETOM mghi 
be worth rwMng n a race where mast of the rimers toofi sfi 0 *y suspect one way or another 
ft is dfficiit id Know how good Lmte Tom r '*• lays, because he was beaten some way n 
Northern Saddler's race at Newton A rev ,, aflo ana did not sparMe when restnerad to 

just mo oudngs last season. * nr ... jown ihe handicap. thoudL and is bach over the 
ngyn son of tap today. Cor ■ reu even less racteg than Little Tom last season, finsnng 
trad, despite a sApprog sad, ,*ien PMflp's Woody won a Taunton in September. Conader 
£ 14b better off tor just owr a&n tenths but it 6 pos ab le tie wd need the Duong, whereas 
there are no fitness doubts sunouiding Preup's Woody. Tha season begin bngnfy enougi for 
Wlu Approach with Mens a MarVH Rasen and kWncanton and the he** gound was proba- 
bly response* tor tern beme puled up at Newbuy only ast Saturday- Wbe Approdi needs to 
trad me mstatas mat led to Ms at Wlncamon and Ctieiienham. S o lacMon: UTILE TOM 


G 
9 
ID 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 10 MES OPTBRST (232) ,The Fvxjgti Parweshoi 0 Nemfeon 510 7 W 

-20 dee ta rad - 

BETTKG: 5-2 Karate. 7-2 Mr BoraneraL 51 Hazrad A Gueas, 7-lKta0iDm Of Stories. 8-1 Star 
Prafomer, 1D-I8ri*t Noranber, 12-1 Mbs OpOmtaL 14-1 toretoa Paddedtrit, 15-1 otters. 

1994: Pwsur Brare 4 10 12 N Marm 1-7 iM Bel) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

KARSHI made at to wm a revision of the nova* hutfie ai WanacK a fonmeht ago and Mr Bu- 
reaucrat led from son to firush at Uttoeter firs wne oul so a wd be interesting to see who 
comes off best m mar panmdar cmesi. Mr BireaucJHt »cn a up to a mie In rvew ZealanU. 
whereas harts stayed a nute and s» on the Flat as a three-veer-old; he rng^it just get home 
better ol the two. Between them. Karsh and Mr Bueainto should ensue a tndy-rui race, 
vrteft m#u suit Qiala. a wrorw at up to a mre and seven on the Flat m France and wno raced 
in Group races there last year. He coidd turn out better than he shewred at Sarriown back m 
February. Hazard A Guess was a decent 10-futong hanrtcapper on me Rai who can be » 
pected lo f»y hre way over huotes after an encouragne tterd to Master Beveled at Ayr, whie 
Kingdom Of Shades can tie fanned to wm a race or nm. havmg finished fifth ol 23 be- 
hnd Roberty Lea at Wetherby cm tes anty run so far. Setoc U oic KARSHI 

WALTHAM CONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty VUue £2,427 


a3o 


O'- 22212 MOST KJliAL (29) (D) (BR (Heeru KinHlami M ^pe S 120 0 Burrows (5) 

254X7-6 FLY BY NORTH (USA) (2B) iFord Farm fteong D ffclWwn 7 11 13 XAbpn(5) 

58103P BANANA COVE (RE) (40) (GFCteneiriW 0^4 HID.. PCarey 

1G4403- 1/lCStOV RUaj (194) (BHI Mcfiinwil J Jentois 4 11 B DMtoHl 


1-1AP1 SASSMER (USA] (B)(D)(PA KolMBy) PKe0wBy5 116 (fieri . 
2202-4F GENBIALTONC (336) iScrign Raan0 D Gandoito 8 11 5., 


JtRtoes 


JopUaMfldMf 

A Rocha 

Grry lewis 

6FR)Hl 

CRM 


FPOO-21 STEADFAST QJIE BRS W U C&>tori J J CTNed 4 10 13 (Sen — 

321005 CHRBSGLBf (6) ID) (Tw Tote End FecrgCtt) J Bradley 6 ID 6 . 

OUy PO HUN FAST FDR GOLD (18) IMs D i HntpH Mss H hn0V S ID 4 . 

10 31F-052 3AUS0NC (8) (CO) Ltonr Vlrytel Jcbn Vrtiyie 6 ID 4 — — 

- ID declared - 

BETI1NG: M Mori Erpte, 3-1 Saratov. 9-2 FTy By North, 6-1 General Trade, 8-1 Steadfast ate, 
12-1 Vkamy Rater, 14-1 CWs'v Gten 25-1 aHwra. 

1994- Gfcwrog Patn 4 10 4 T jente ll-l (R J tftxteesi Tran 
FORM BLBDE 

Last season. STEADFAST ELITE kicked off with a wwt In a seller to Marker Rasen men soon 
went off the bod - Out a could be a different story this tune round alter her dose second to 
Devdiy at Ayr and a comfortable wm at Bangor last week, when she mas dropped back into 
a sater. Wearing blinkers fry the first nme. Sasstoar was not troubled by the switch to two 
irtes at Windsor last week, when he made ail and beat Safisong tour lengths. Despite the 
penally. Sassiver could be ddSctft to peg back here, althoutfi Sal song is 610 better cdf and 
may sun have needed the Windsor ran. so re is not without a chance. The big wetfit and 
softer oound m«ht lust find out me corwsient Most Equal, but Fly By North will have ben- 
efited from he VWncanton run behind Lr^nemng Lad. Selection: STEADFAST ELITE 


■WINDSOR 


HYPERION 

12L40 Inculcate U0 Dominie 3-40 Seod Rto- 
ga 2JD EaeAray 240 Master Beveled 3J0 Ram- 
star 3^0 Zafjra 


8 00- DUSKY RDVB (397) MQHKntftG 110 MJ CriMy(7) 

9 112128 GOME AROUND (222) KBafiey7U0 JOtboree 

10 (XV- LE1S RUSUt (888) R Aker G 11 0 ItoPHantay(B) 

11 0B5F45- MGW IKNCY (352) Mis A WoocRte 7 110 A Tory 


12 212426 SENSITIVE IONS (19) JJertus 7 110. 

13 0055 Y- IlflU VAL (632) WBdred 9110. 


_A5! 


GOING: Gtiod Lo firm. 

■ H#jnM3fK3gta couisfc wuh shar^i turns, and long Mratphta, 

and a 200yd nm-m. , . fu . 

■ Racecourse Li north of town on A30M near junction B of M4. 
Railway «*uorre* re Wlnrfcrer Central (service Tirm UMttoKV 
Faddlnreon) and Windsor Riverside- (iwrvteo Own London. Wa- 
terloo) are lew than l mite away. River bus bukw ai voinw. . AD- 
mSSION: Ctab £ 1 2: Ttuursslls SB; SDver Ring S4. CAB PARK: 
Club rcmaindeT S.1 .EG or SI. 


14 R35W32 ORAM) APPtAUSE (7) M Mugsndge 5 ID 12 

15 ifZ/Pf GEASAHACAIBE (18) R BvcHer B ID 9 

- 15 declared - 

BcmNQ: 5-1 Seod Rtofn, 7-2 SBvcffinit lad, 5*1 Peatswood, 81 Gated 
Around, 10-1 Ctoacfi law, 12-1 SamUto Atag. 14-1 (kart Apftansn, 18- 
1 attars. 


2JO 


SIS 


RACING 

CHANNEL 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None; 

LONG-DE5IANCE RUNNERS: Ubavain^WjhM born MM 196 mile. 
byWBctW) from Ansrfd, fhenbtstate; Master Beveled (L.4U) has 
beoi sera 1 59 mSes by P D Bans Erum Lsgteon. ft*)* W; Shirley ■ 
Train filO], Rsmstsr (3.10) A Jenaaoph (3.40) haw hecn Kto 
145 mRafiyPJ Hobbs 6 oni HdbrtMfc. Somerset- 


OAKLEY GREEN NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,800 adde d 2m 

562-421 H 0 HT HST (17J A*S5 H KniflW 5 11 7 lOMiara# 


[12^0 


BOO STOY HAYWARD HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5)000 added 2m 

1 630-111 EEMWKY (US) (D) CafX 7 ftroer G 12 0 APMcCtry 

2 125332/- TUDOR FABLE (548) (D) N Hende«on 7U3 Ktetoma 

3 U2UU3 SWtE3fS1RAMP7)(BRPrt*OiG113 P e m l lotto 

4 106230 IBHN CU? BW M Afie® 8 U 2 M Ahern 

5 34 0622 DNMNG BMCE (8} (CO) Mrs M McCoun 9 11 2-8 McCmat 

6 221-322 DBW DO (lfl(P) (BR N HmdMSon 8 lOll-JIAMzffrMd 

7 12664U HWNKUS (8) p) S U£or6 10 5 CMatMM(5) 

8 215F4P- PEGMARRE (194) (0) Mre A UUdaw 12 10 4 _A Thoadan 

-edntared- 

BEIIMS: 7-4 EaMtow, 4-1 Sbrieg^s Data. 5-1 Dtotofl Farce, G-l Drar 
Do, 8 J. TWor ntete, Harems, 10-1 DhAi. 33-1 tou. 


4 AHTITaiJH (7) R Hannon 4 11 0 . 

0 OKI HBGHI5 (34) G Batfine 5 11 0.. 

2320-02 MtaJUMEdRCWeedsncilO — 
344QS5- BOENTION (352) P HEdto* 9 11 0 

5 JUZMJlQMMji&wfcSllO 

P4-P0 REDCHAma.(15)TCasey5110 — 

SDBOUSOfTONPColelllO- 


^GMcCnri 
— B CMord 


2.40 


..EMupty 


53*4 TBBH (MHBOttW T R wm 4 11 0---rr-*f !“g 
„ Off- TttfiBB«f«a0WgBqDGBa^7U0-- jSrarte 

U 310CK2/- KH51IBIS BUCK p04) R Howe TUO DOT&toan 

12 OFBflNS RANGE N Barry 4 ID 9 ASSarib 

-12 declared - 

BEntfe W loericata, 4-1 RgM M, WTatoato W Art TBtan. 12-1 
CM HaidtoL Wterifiafi Bach, Sariona Opttoo, IB-1 omea. 


a m l PANGBOURNE HANDICAP HURDLE 
■ L ~ LU 1 (CLASS F) £2,600 added 2m 4f 

161145- PADtWSflKY (923) R Bu*terS 1113 -Bl 

4JF04-3 DOARME (20) K Beley 7 1112 


21A DAUB (587) P Heflgr 5 11 1 0 rTTT--^^--. 

126-414 STfiPlBTHD LADY (36) tBF) J Moore 7 11 6 — W Mcflartrod 

!«®5 ymnsisi^JL-s =^?i21S 


-JIRMwta 


b 3®294» WBTO5«(llha6RladM»71D13 jia-w 

7 3P4QT-00 LBSSWDOD (ICO R Un 7 10 11 — -•-r.'Tra 

8 220600- ta«llS«RRDMea*l)HBLjB»M530 9JA*»g^ 

9 606440- RAMAUA«pZ7)nJVWa61D8 

ID 555127- SMAWR^(U33)JAtol^lD7-- ■■ ‘iS! 

IX 430002 DA HCgtoP WiCa(14)DGaa^B10^^-J^CTte 

12 06IVWO MYSBIBIIDCYCIB) Ms8KWhriicua)51D0-Wltai*taN* 

13 052A045 SAMDflDCW)MssLBw«r61D0-_ 

14 POP JUST A BEAU (254) Ate LJawe* 4 100 Writes* (7) 

14 dnjnd ■■ 

9 srmtatrA 8 aau 9 st . — 

BOTWCt Z-lDomlala, S4.Stocta«Brt Uriy. B-l PtadySwaT. 

Lee mood, ID-1 Itendne Outer, Rrenteteh. 12-1 ntterte 

WOODSDE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4000 added 3m 

SEOD RKJGA (13) S Meter Gil 12- Ctai»Wte*(51 

PHE9M0D p.7) M Ooron 7 11 6- 


140 


OAKLEY GREEN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV H) £2£00 added 2m 

I 5F-1 MASIHf BEWfiB) (2D) (D) P Ewrs 5 11 7 A f McCoy 

3 PP BAY BOB CU9T Casey 6 110 EHoptiy 

4 V2&P 8BSOMM«BMD(29tD(tondataSU0 Afflteyar 

5 PFVDR04& NNG!S GOLD (19) Mb L R rinds 5 11 0 MBctoto 

6 0 MONSIEUR BROOKS (15) RSmngf 5UQ 

7 P- )CW ALBUN (2S0) N HenUecm A L10. M A RhgBOM 

8 03600* raaiT W A ItollON (M# 5 WoorfiiBn 4 li 0 — Albomtm 

9 0 SWfUSW FLYBI (12) J Lirg 8 11 0 RRewrt 

10 WDTTASHMOLES L Mna0ja Hafi 4 u 0 0 Monts 

II F IA0Y LACEY (14) G Baring 8 10 9 BFarioap] 

12 U PRB1E OF HAY19B (7) P Hetger 4 ID 9 BFonal 

BETTWa: 84 tartar BmM, 7-liaflr (way, MMri to AMMtoo, MNre 
Atotoa, Ktotfs Gold, 30-1 Andre’s ASter, 14-lsMten. 

DORNEY AMATEUR RDERS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 5f 

1 11150-5 K&iEEMN (8) H Warm 9 12 0 — Mr AChataeJoanFf) 

2 1P40S-1 ASK7WG0VBW0RMGBtolng9UlJ»ABte(ai|fl(n 

3 1-31101 fi«NMOOO(15)C»ata4m JlrEtoamfT) 

4 50205-1 RAMSWR (22) P Kflbto 7 ID 8 Hr S Uetetere (7) 

5 413KLU- R0WLSDUAfiE(549)G)toOCdBlI)6 HsARaaattO) 

G 062111- GmMRABE(lfl5) CTMOiQ atglD100 JflssM0Baabs[7) 

itotoMntw»* 10 a. f)uefm*ai»ws^eGtonA*a^9st2JAL 
BEIWB: M ton Mood, 3-1 Arik Dm Gwarecr, 7-2 Rasretv, 84. Mm 
M faafla, Royal Stywre, Ifrl Mtoatoln. 

Igim l CRANBOURNE MARES HANDICAP HUR- 
I ’ g -* w l DLE (CLASS D) £4000 added 2m 

6B013f awa»HCWPHeoos4lin W ater Itote w 

11MU F 2AMRA (9fi P 6cd« 5 11 11 A P McCoy 


1 UK-151 

2 PQ043M 

3 0000-2 

4 OfPSteP 

5 UW100- , — 

b >2S9M cMa , cai(BDJiee9iio__- 
7 (ms-2 CHURCH LAW ftfl UK LT^tofS 110 


jUtoateHt 


miuiiwjw uii * ufNta-rei.. • — rrr . .... 

SMIBKWUDflWTCaSfyGlls 

AIMOMBCIAtortoneUO--^- 

BR9UEY HOUSE (ZST7) J WMe 8 U 0 DMomS 


ISopfta to Srida, 


60412* JOSflWA(22)M M eContaai4114_ 1 

611655- SMART W SABLE (222) P Hedgy 8 11 2 

130220 SOPMe«MJra2)GLUDore4Ul 

12-124-3 FOHBEUUL(29) WDSiacntflGlll DJI 

«»p. lBSMIAEMMDPM»CSrrii71012, 

BOT^MratraopfLtelT^Mta^S-lFbqet^ 

to Srita, 8-1 Sojlta May, 200. to* Jariayfant- 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

12.15 Southern Dominion 1245 Spectacle An 
L15Kalarl45LaPefruche2J5Qiafity245Chi- 
ta Rhasra 3JL5 Vlacivostok 3^5 No Speeches 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 1 m outside, remainder insnte. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High fw 5f to 7f. 

■ EqutoKfc couiic. Ldh-bancL Nmp undulating enttne rt 1 JB m3<a. 

■ Kkocoueso h 90U1h»sl of tram on B2028 Gdenbndfle road. 
Ungfletd raflwfly laauon (served ly London Wurta I argotm course. 
ADMISSION: Ateittberai 12. Tsnxraalla SR: SBwr Row 5-1. CAS 
PARK: Chib 13; remainder free. 


3 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 *222 MASK RJOWBI (USA) (B) M Johnston 8 9 L Dotted 5 

U DO UNSP0HB4 PRAYra [B^ J Amok) S 9 C totter 1 

BEITMto 1X4 MreA Rower, 3-1 Baflymoney, 4-1 Marino Street, 02 Rad 
Acrisie, 5-1 La Pomidte, 7-1 Btoo Ryer, Bran Goto, 20-1 often. 


00 CASH0CW» (22) T dement 9 0 G Farimar (7) 3 

530222 RED ACUSIE (BE) IM) G Leve 9 0 SMtanrtlll 

50 HD*UM)90NSSnJD 029) GL Metre 90 RftokanG 

G GREEN GEM (HEl) (30) 5 IMkams. 8 9 I late 2 

UFeSfllCHE ffRE) U» ftaftr«tti 8 9J)aan fificKena U 

043000 UTZI0(47)Bftaroe89 DR McCabe (^4 

543 MARWO S18B (75) P EtatB 8 9 J5Srariw»8 


205 


SIS 


BUNKHSD FIRST 7HIB Stoaaoris 1 1 2. 1 Si, Doat Gat CandK 1 3. l- r A 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Soathern Dominion 
(12.15) won ai LlngOeld on SatunUy. 

LONG-DOTANCE RUNNERS: Stand TUI 1 12. IF.) tew been wm 
270 pries by C Thornton from Mbtdfchun, N Yurts. 


FAUCETS GROHE AUTOMATIC NURSERY 
IfCAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2YO lm 

101012 QUAUIY ARE) 00) ICO) w0^airan97_EmnOGanatel 

01 SWEET WRMBIflNA (IS) Lad Vtaftrcitn &8 L Dettori fi 

121Q3S «MEA»WOTTNMnonflS SSmfiM 4 

3®W0 BAUWE(16) NCafiaSJ0r>78 AUartay2 

000012 DRAGOHIOY (6) J Payne 7 7 Driri0ri(3)7 

□0000 EFFICACIOUS (SC) (40) C Benstead 7 7 JQuhn)3 


-50 DEAKEN DANCER (20) K hoy 7 7_ 
- 7 1 


_G Bnrdrwl 9 


12-15 


FAUCETS GROHE H01I0N HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV 1) £3,150 atkled 6f 
500000 CABCHARGE BIDE M (CM T KJujJUDn 3 9 13 -I Aritoy (7) 7 

000220 WXtmi (USA) (5) (CO) Pat Mnuiet 5 9 12 iQtoreS 

03)311 50UBSM COMMON (S) KD) U Miami 912 17eri-L Dettori 2 

000335 5UWM1Zp2)0) Mheaon-£fe598 JLCtaihfl 

520200 HAUBtT ( 80 ) 0 F) P BurtMto 6 9 3 DRMeCabaffll 

210000 fl8EBTS BB (M) (C) (D) Q Chapman 5 9 2 A CnBuns 3 

534125 SHARP H> (92) PhRHmcr 591 DtostaS 

000042 SOT® MIL ( 6 ) C Thorraon 3 8 23. — Man McKbomi 4 

000000 68 EMfiOUQHny(USA)( 

000000 s 


Uftlmum wfghc it 7S>. In# fwoScao Oragxloy 7a 5to. Efficacbus 
'll HD, Deafen Dancer Ga 9ft. 

BETTING: 2-1 Qurifly, 94 Swat tMMntaa, 4-1 Hoowtand, 5-1 Drag- 
onjoj, 12-1 BMpare, 50-1 Efficadue, 6G-1 Deaton Dancor. 


2-45 


IIIGHny (USA) (9) (D| 0 Hflsan 4 8 U _G Carter 10 

*G0 09) (Q J Eyre 3 8 7 J)M13 

FACT (31) Sr Mafc PresOT 387 __G DMMd 14 


14 OOOGOO 



FAUCETS FOR GROHMASTER LIMITED 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,650 added 2m 
444245 BMRONMBtmisr (ME) (19 R Hares 4 9 4_A Mackaw 1 

0-06002 CWIk RIVERA (24) P Malon 4 8 13 L Dettori 5 

006000 FLBA DE DU. (512) W Tuner 4 8 13 RPtetam7 


140030 DODOMGTON R1ER (22) ft HMmsTeed 3 8 9Jf CoetMO# 2 
320630 SUES! A111ANCE (BE) pO) A Uoore 3 8 9^Candy Moolx 4 
060 2ADOK(2b)RPr«teB3 69 BDuflUd9 


122360 HDfER QOiF LADY (2Z) (Clff T N£gnn 3 8 6 _S Sendai 8 

4(^26 BflKESS FWIASY (22) C C)ter 3 S 4 DBtatoS 

0-65000 SMM«DAICSi(20|S0nr384 ADtey(7)3 

-9 


JMntoun wtigtt 7sf 
BETTING: 7-2 
Sharp tap, B-l Halbert, 12-1 

FAUCETS 


1245 


7st 2ft 

5-1 Sflwwftz, Serious Fact. 
25-1 often. 

E RELAXA HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £3^00 added 5T 

440M2 EnQMOJISSBaBK)C2q(CaMHeemrvaeG91Q.ACtaika 
351000 VBOiliSHBOr(28)mJBDrito597..AtaeBCook[7}4 

044034 EE-BM (20HCD) P haring S 9 3 IQataa2 

550060 LOCHON (45) (0) J 6to 4 9 1 JtltotooS 

020002 SncnCtE DM (20) J OTmofJiuB G B 11. -P McCabe (3) 7 

004010 ANYIBC BABY (KB ICS) P Dtoon 3 B 11 RCtchml 

0«S216 OEEKY CHAPinr (32) {D| DOtapman4 7 10 PFm*oy(S )8 
000000 KRJHEnO( 22 ] JNng377 NVWeyP)5 


BgTWB: 3-1 Cn ii finrmnrtfrt . 7-2 Eatflrea Fariaay. >2 D o ver Golf la dy . 
Dodtonctan Ryec. 5-1 GuectAMaoee, 8-1 CPfla Rhea, 12-1 Rev deTal, 
SMatoHi. 


3.15 


-S {factored - 

*•* 1*1 we^c 7st TtL Due hartdkw ne*pic I ftaetor 7a 22 l 

BtJ I fate U-4 Spectacle Jra, 3-1 Speedy Clatric, 7-2 Aaytbne Baby, 4- 

lTae-Efam, 6-1 Cbeefqi Chappy, 10-lLoctow. 12-1 tefan. 

FAUCETS GROHE RELAXA SHOWER IfCAP 
(CLASS E} (DIV U) £3^00 added 5f 

OOOOQO NDRDICOfHWCSS(24)(Ct4 M&B3H4 100_HCoChraae2 

540520 KALAR (14) (CD) D Oremon 6 9 13 LDatteri7 

TWO (2(8 (D) P Hwtofi 4 S 11 IQttooS 

lFtouer3811 DBttal 

0)6 


FAUCETS SOLD A MILLION HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV H) £3450 added Gf 
065553 DONTeETCAUSHr(ISEHltoJLHanB31D2SSterien7 
001606 UFT BOY (USA) (28) (C) (D| A Macro 6 9 12 Jtooty MdntB 5 
002464 OUR SHADS (USA) (20) (CD) K hnry 5 9 11X Scaly (7) 12 
000560 FABCMAnONWfiUZClO) (CO) J Sheehan 8 9 IDO DnRUri 8 

202306 RHQTHECm:(98)MlJ3iet398_ MIMh2 

000000 DISEANT DYNASTY (1D7) (CD) B taroe S 9 G T Ives 12 

400504 ASStGMMEW (138) (CD) J Lur^ 9 9 4 RCDdnwl 

122100 C0LSTDN4S (60) P)CHM3 94 SW Utautli 10 

332360 KHR (ID) i Eire 59 4 Klrantee 

306550 70MAU3G)Rk«am39a D ‘ 


U 000032 VUmOSfOKmBDBHasnSaiZ.. 

12 040400 MYririU (22) (CDj J O’Dar^u: 5 8 S 

13 OSOOD6 BOWK MB0GY (20) P faenfi 486 
- 13 declared - 


-PFtmor&U 


[7)4 


105! 


BETIMfl: M Dean Bet CteOd, 5-1 Oar Storiae. 6-1 Urtboatok. ttonte, 
7-1 LHt Boy. RtoflTba CHet B-l ottare. 


3.45 


356003 ROCKY 1 
505603 HA1F1 
500065 
034003 
162060 
000-00 


l (BE) (20) (CD) P Horine 5 8 7 _ J) ¥MSM 
DM BUII5 9RE) (30) K McAutSe 5 B 3G Dtflted 4 
BMPEST (87) (CO) R Psacod 6 8 1 ~Jl Haekay 3 
B4NQLE (9) C Ban* 3 7 7 N Adame 8 


FAUCETS FOR GROHE AMATEUR RIDERS 
ITCAP (CLASS G) £3£50 added lm 4f 

453306 THHVS(28}(D5J^re4117 Mse Dtaaa Jarett 3 

036 nCHtMSnCS(27)CSnai3109 lbs J Winter 9 


Mfflmun wtffz 7a TKl True nerribap w(pi 
BETIWe: 94 HteTTooe, M Rocky trio, 7-2 1 
tnCbra Butts, 16-1 1 


: Dfationd Bar0e 7st 2ft 
tor, 4-1 Daaahn, 5-lNew- 


3-45 


FAUCETS HOSPTfA LEVER TAPS STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5j000 added 2Y0 Gf 

63 BAU2MKym(lS)P)wmtaiitei50JnnOa^9 
06 BUEIUfER(RE)(63}Rlnffani90 DOffis7 


1 

a 

3 66C632 KMnAUyM0O(14Jlto3104_ MtaEJafmae)ta#Un5 

4 600212 NO SPEECHES (9) (C) 0IF) S Dan 4 102 —fiteT McCarthy B 

5 354-300 REIBOER fUSA] 6 >) J Paaroe 6 9 13 - Jfes L Paeroe 4 

6 306® MONIDfE (BE) (9) J Jeriroe 5 9 9 — Mr M Mtnntah (4) ID 

7 165404 SmArSLEGACV(20){CO)D*rtUJrrt692_ltaDMw*not8 

6 600000 MUIBflQUEtSBPGai»490 Met S CeMfle (7) 7 

9 231500 DONT DROP BOMBS [20] (CD) D Thom 6 9 0 Jfcn J FeUsi 2 

10 AFG006 PHANAN (6) (CMO) R Ftecock 9 3 O...JO* c Peacock (7) 1 

~10 declared - 

BETimil-4 No Speacbes, 3-1 SfraTiljeeBey. 7^2 KnotM^ Wood, 5. 
1 RdKtofl Tto^ Tethjs, ID-1 Doirt lbre» BoariM, lad Montana, M-l 
often. 


Kite to 

captain 
US in 
Spain 


Golf 


Tom Kite was yesterday named 
as the man who will captain 
America when they Lry to win 
hack lhe Ryder Cup in 'Spain in 
two years' time. And he hopes 
to be a playing captain. 

The 45 -year-old Texan takes 
over from Lanny Wadkins, 
whose one match in charge re- 
sulted in Europe regaining the 
trophy by the smallest possible 
margin. i4vr-13yiin September. 

Kite, who emerged last week 
as the front-runner for the job 
ahead of Larry Nelson, Hale Ir- 
win and Ben Crenshaw, has just 
had the worst season of his 23- 
year career. “I hope it's just an 
aberration," he said, "and that 
1 get my game back in shape. I 
would love to be the first play- 
ing captain since Arnold 
Pahner. ' That was in 1963. 

“J watched this year's match 
and I was agonising as much as 
anyone. It was very stressful 
watching close friends not per- 
form to their standard. I would 
not wish that loss on anybody.” 

Seve Ballesteros is expected 
lo succeed Bernard Gallacher 
as European captain for the 
match at Vhlderrama, but no de- 
cision will be taken at today's 
meeting of the Ryder Cup 
Committee in London and ii 
could be next summer before an 
announcement is made. 

"There's been a lot of spec- 
ulation about Seve being cap- 
tain,” Kite said. “But whether 
he is or not I cannot imagine a 
Ryder Cup in Spain without him 
being heavily involved. 

"1 have a tremendous 
amount of respect for him and 
everything he has done for golf 
worldwide. 2 always enjoyed 
competing against him because 
you know you are competing 
against one of the best. If he is 
chosen I am sure he will have 
the same type of attitude for the 
team as he has for his own 
game. He has that little bit of 
swagger and cockiness." 

lute has been a formidable 
opponent himself. In his seven 
appearances he never lost in the 
singles. Even when Sandy Lyle 
played 16 holes in eight under 
par at Wilton Heath in 1981 
Kiieplayed them in 10 under. 
■ The defending champion, 
Nick Faldo, is one of six play- 
ers from the 12-man field who 
are in the world's top 10 for The 
Sun City Million Dollar Chal- 
lenge which begins today in 
South Africa. In all, seven play- 
ers who took part in the Ryder 
Cup are competing. 


-TODAY -S FIXTURES 


Football 

BORD GAB LEAGUE OF IRELAND Pramiar 
DMstotK Dundalk v AOTlone Twm (7.451. 
PONIVB LEAGUE FM DMdore Ofdham A&v 
IbOc v SheJfteU Wednesday (7.0); Stoke City 
v Blackburn Rtwero i7.0i. fttstponed (Stems): 
Nomn&uin Forest v Lews UHL Sscood Dt- 
vlaiaa: Hull City v Aston ViAa 17.0): Coventry 
Cny v Gnrnsoy Town (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Fbst 
DtoWon: Bnstol City v Swndon Town (7301. 

Cricket 

SECOND IEST (First day of ftaa, tedSaflne 
amtaq# South Ataca v Eigand (a30am start) 
i at me Htonderere ground. Johannesburg). 
SECOND "TEST” (First day of fhra, Indud- 
iHg Sunday): Patastan A v England A (5.0am 
start) fen the kRL Ground, Ravmlptnat. 

Basketball 

7-UP TROMY Quarter-final second leg Der- 
by (88i v writhing (86) raoi. 

Ice hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE First DMstare Medway 
Bears v Manchester 5u*m raiSi: Swindon 
Wildcats v CneJnrtwd Chtettrins (8.151. 

Othev sports 

SNOOKER: Ftoyal Lm* Assurance uk Champ- 
ionship (fit the Guta Had. Preston). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

550 


The minutes (9hr lOmin) that 
the Ajax -football team spent 
in their aircraft before finally 
leaving on a 12- hour flight 
from Tcyko to Amsterdam. The 
first flight had to turn back to 
Japan to refuel after being de- 
nied entiy to Russian aiispace. 


VTHE INDEPENDEgy 

Horse Racing 


Results 

0839 - 111 171 

Commentary 

0839- m 175 


Sow*: faw*Hna*M)tor«n 4BS596* 
Crib rttefortxTQp per fltattapnB. 

4Bpmteteteto«aM.tere»; 









sport 



At 26 Brian Lara is already so wearied by 
expectation that not even next year’s World 


weight of public 
Cud excites him 


One way of thinking about tbe 
stress implied by Brian Lara s re- 
fusal to turn out for the Wesl1 ^ 
dies in Australia is that it would be 
endured happily by any number ot 
less fortunate people. 

Probably, if the fact of Lara s 
disenchantment with continuous 
cricket was explained to the many 
millions worldwide who will nev- 
er know a permanent roof over 
their beads and where the next 
handful of sustenance is coming 
Grom, he would be told to count his 
blessings and get on with the 
game. 

Another point of view, one with 

which I have some sympathy, is 
that demands made on the best 
team players today, especially 
stars of Lara's brilliance, take lit- 


tle or no account of the possibili- 
ty of burn-out. 

At just 26, Lara it seems, is al- 
ready so wearied by the weight of 
public expectation, the prospect of 
being required to go on repeating 
feats that justify comparison with 
the greatest batsmen in histoiy, 
that not even next year’s World 
Cup excites him. 

Despite the debilitating effect of 
a dispute with the West Indies 
management that resulted in the 
£2,000 fine he and three other play- 
ers incurred this week for a breach 
of discipline, Lara left us last 
summer with the glorious memo- 
ry of three centuries in the last 
three Tests. Nobody who saw it will 
ever forget the third, an epic ef- 
fort at The Oval. 


What we now discover is that 
Lara walked out in mid-tour and 
had to be coaxed back into the 
team. You may suppose this to 
have been a childish fit of tem- 
perament but something rather 
more serious was suggested when 
he secured release from a contract 
to play a second season for War- 
wickshire and risked the wrath of 
his sponsors. 

The promise of a break before 
the World Cup indicated that the 
West Indies were in sympathy 
with Lara’s problem, so why select 
him for a comparatively unim- 
portant tournament? Was their cut 
of the proceeds dependant on 
Lara's participation? 

This, of course, is what sport, 
certainly cricket and football, has 



KEN JONES 


come to; more or less a year-long 
grind with little or no opportuni- 
ty for rest and recuperation. 
Doubtless many think it a privilege 
but there is a limit to what the lead- ■ 
ing performers can deliver. Locked 
into the agreements their em- 


ployee reach with television and 
sponsors, they are often called 
upon to appear before recovering 
from injunes. The pamJriBens any. 
number are persuaded to take 
carry the threat of crippling 
arthritis. - 

People in individ ual sports have 
it better. If usually committed .to 
a minimum number of events, 
they do not have to keep going out 
there. For example, more and 
more leading golfers these days ra- 
tion their appearances. As Walter 
Hagen once put it, there is sense 
in taking tune to stop and smell die 
roses. •• 

Getting back to Lara, a good 
question conld.be asked of crick- 
eters from past generations. Did 
Sir Donald Bradman, Denis 


Compton and Sir Garfield Sobers 
ever feel the strain evident in 
Lara's behaviour? Tburs were long 
but not as. frequent. The impres- 
sion you get now is that the au- 
thorities are concerned mostly 
with, making; a great deal of 
money: v-‘ 

In the light of recent history it 
is nauseating to bear them prattle 
on about moral obligations and re- 
sponsibility, to the public. Life is 
tougher underground and on an oil 
rig, and even in advanced societies 
the majority have a mundane ex- 
istence, bat there is often a price 
to pay for sporting prowess. 

Last week, when speaking about 
the dip in form a now revitalised 
Ryan Giggs experienced last sea- 
son, the Manchester United man- 


ager, Alex Ferguson, wondered 
whether it resulted from too much 
football “I sometimes wony about 
the number of games thqr are 
asked to play,” he and. 
is that not many dub chairmen 
share Fferguson’s concern. Shame- 
lessly, they suppose that bypaymg 
wagi they are keeping to their end 
of the bargain. , 

An interesting feature of Lara s 
case is that presumably U involves 
the West Indies captain. Richie 
Richardson, who was recently 
granted time off to recover from 
what was thought to be a nervous 

breakdown. 

If something similar was not 
identified in Lara, there is even 
more cause to be fearful of where 
sport is heading. 


SECOND TEST: Relentless rain clouds difficult England bowling selection. Martin Johnson reports from Johannesburg 


Malcolm on the brink 
of honour or obscurity 


T he most common noise in 
Johannesburg at Lhe mo- 
ment is a very loud bang, 
which is likely to be caused by 
any one of three things. They 
are, in ascending order of like- 
lihood: a) a car backfiring M 
someone being shot (there is a 
murder here every half an hour) 
and c) an extremely violent 
electrical thunderstorm. 

There are also two distinct 
mysteries about this city, which 
are, in ascending order of im- 
portance to England's cricket 
team: a) why does stopping at 
a red traffic light invariably 
lead Lo a knock on the window 
and an invitation to purchase a 
set of plastic coathangers, and 
b) how did the United Cricket 
Board of South Africa come to 
arrange two lest matches here 
bang in the middle of the 
stormy season? 

England have now been in 
South Africa for the thick end 
of six weeks, and have played 
one day and two sessions of in- 
ternational cricket. Pretoria, 
about half an hour’s drive from 
here, was wrecked by the weath- 
er, and the meteorological por- 
tents are not much better for the 
second Test starting at The 
Wanderers ground today. 

Having decided lo avail 
themselves of the better net fa- 
talities at Pretoria's Centurion 
Park yesterday morning, tor- 
rential overnight rain left them 
unable to do anything bar a few 
lengths of breaststroke. Not 
Surprisingly, they then returned 
to Tbe Wanderers, and were just 
able to fit in their final practice 
before tbe place was lit up like 
Castle DracuJa on a bad night. 

There has been enough sun- 
shine in Kimberley and Bloem- 
fontein for England to feel that 
their trip has not been an en- 
tire waste of time, but another 
watery grave here would leave 


Sports letter 

Boxing's valuable 
lessons for life 

From.- Mr D H Willis 
Sir I was a little surprised and 
saddened to rend your Chief 
Sports writer Ken Jones' piece 
“The horror that stalks ray en- 
during passion”. It seems' that 
even the roost uncompromising 
sporting scribes are dawdling 
down the path of political cor- 
rectness. 

Boxing fans should become 
much more assertive and self- 
confident in defence of their 
sport. A campaign should be 
launched by the British Board 
of Boxing Control to emphasise 
boxing's many positive qualities. 
Boxers are highly trained, im- 
mensely skilful athletes whose 
quickness of reflex, flee mess of 

foot and crude raw courage is 
probably unmatched by any 
other sporting activity. Al its best 
it is almost magical lo behold. 
Baring teaches self-discipline 
and self-control. It ingrains the 
boxer with a valuable and 
praiseworthy self-esteem so 
manifestly missing from so many 
of today's young people. 

It is also dangerous like coal 
mining and descaling power sta- 
tions arc dangerous. 

Let boxing’s many support- 
ers speak out with a clear and 
confident voice. There are 
forces at work who would ban 
it They know nothing of box- 
ing and boxing people. 

Yours, 

DAVID H WILLIS 
Director, National Sporting 
Club 
London 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication'* and should con- 
tain daytane and evening phone 
numbers. They should be sent 
to Sports Editor; The Indepen- 
dent 1 Canada Square, London 
EM SDL. They may be short- 
ened for reasons of space. 


England 13 


them less than buoyant before 
heading off further west for the 
coastal leg of a thus far anti- 
climactic tour. 

As Raymond Illingworth said 
yesterday: “There is a good 
spirit in this side, but it does get 
hard to keep building them up 
when they are being buggered 
around by the weather. I 
thought we took away a slight 
psychological advantage from 
the first Test, and all we can 
hope for is five foil days' play 
here." 

England have selected an 
unchanged squad of 
13 for this Test match, 
but although it was 
only ever going to be 
a question of which 
two seamers to be 
left out in Pretoria 
(Devon Malcolm and 
Mark Dion) there wall 
be substantially more 
thought given here to 
omitting their spe- 
cialist spinner, 

Richard Illingworth. 

Both Dlingworth 
senior and the cap- 
tain, Michael Atherton, are re- 
luctant to embrace this concept, 
particularly as pitches are prone 
to deteriorate here, and last 
year’s Test against New Zealand 
yielded eight wickets in the 
match for the New Zealand left- 
arm spinner Matthew Hart 

On the other hand, the 
blades on the groundsman's 
mower had not been set too low 
when Illingworth peered at the 
pitch yesterday, and the surface 
(hardly surprising given the 
amount of rain they've had) was 
far from dry. “It depends how 
it looks before the toss." Illing- 
worth said, “but Tm not ruling 
out four seamers.” 

If so, which four? Tbe case 
for Malcolm is that there should 
be more pace than there was at 


'M A Atherton (captj 
A j Stewart 
M R Ramprakasb 
G PThoipe 
G A Hick 
R A Smith 
RC Russefl (wkt) 
DG Cork 

D Gough 
R K llingyvorth 
ARCfteser 
D E Malcolm 
MCDott 


Pretoria, and the case for Dlott 
is that the ball often swings here. 
Tbe case against DJott is that be 
is a very friendly pace if the ball 
isn’t doing anything, and the 
case against Malcolm is that 
Illingworth - who was recently 
pining for a plate of rice pud- 
ding - would currently be in- 
clined to whistle up someone 
other than Malcolm if he want- 
ed the skin knocked off it. 

Illingworth's jaundiced view 
of Malcolm is not universally 
shared by those around him, 
but the England manager is not 
daft, and would 
hardly leave a po- 
tential matebwinner 
inside the dressing- 
room purely on the 
grounds that Mal- 
colm appears to 
reach for the deaf 
aid when the man- 
ager is banding out 
advice. 

It may be that 
Malcolm, at the age 
of 32, simply hasn’t 
got it any more, but 
tf he does not play in 
this Test, Malcolm may disap- 
pear more completely from this 
tour than Johannesburg did 
yesterday afternoon under tbe 
kind of storm that might have 
made Noah’s resemble a 
passing shower. 

Not too many sunny intervals 
have flickered across Ray- 
mond’s face either when it 
conies to discussing the current 
form of Robin Smith. “He’s def- 
initely a worry,” Dlingworth 
said yestenJay.T-fe’s not in good 
form, but we’re still backing his 
big-match temperament.*’ 
Atherton was more upbeat 
(“he has tbe best Test average 
of anyone on either side, and 
has all the fighting qualities I 
personally like in a player") al- 
though both manager and cap- 


tain were keen to take the pres- 
sure off the top-order batsman 
with the worst Test average on 
either ride, Mark Ramprakash. 

“He's a good player, but it 

climatise to*tius levef^ Mike 
Gatting was one - than others, ” 
Atherton said “The lad has bags 
of ability, and needs one big 
score to get him going," Illing- 
worth concurred. 

However, if neither performs 
well here, John Crawley will un- 
doubtedly play in the third Tfest 
in Durban, and we may not have 
to wait beyond this series either 
to see Jack Russell at No 6. 
Hfingworth will not take the risk 
just yet. but with a bit more bat- 
ting consistency from the likes 
of Dominic Cork and Darren 
Gough, Illingworth would then 
feel able to pursue his own idea 
of balance, and play five 
bowlers. 

South Africa are not without 
their own worries, notably be- 
cause their plan to overwhelm 
England with firepower has 
had to be slightly reappraised. 
Brett Schultz is injured, and 
while not too much should be 
read into Allan Donald’s dis- 
respectful treatment in Sunday’s 
one-day match, the “Bloem- 
fontein bullet", as he is known 
in these parts, looked more 
like a man trying to hold up a 
bank with a water pistol 

More good news for England 
is the absence of the injured 
Fame de Villiers, who has not 
been sighted out here apart 
from as one of the judges for 
the Miss World contest, and ad- 
vertising something called a 
Fame-burger on the windows of 
various Wixnpcy Bars. As long 
as we end up with a cricket 
match, and not a canoeing 
slalom, England might yet 
achieve the rare feat of draw- 
ing first blood in a series. 



Raymond Illingworth (left) m orators Devon Malcolm's pace yesterday 


Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


World record fee for Newlove 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

Paul Newlove finally got the 
world record move he wanted, 
after a two and a half year de- 
lay was extended by a further 
nervous hour. 

The Great Britain centre be- 
came the game's most expensive 
player yesterday when he joined 
St Helens from the Bradford 
Bulls in a four-year deal valued 
at half a million - £250,000 in 
cash plus Saints firsi-teamers 
Paul Lou ghl in, Bernard Dwyer 
and Sonny Nickle. 

Newlove, who is set to make 
his Saints debut at home to 
Workington on Sunday, re- 
vealed that he had almost 
joined the club in 1993. “I 
probably should have come to 
Si Helens over two years ago. 
but Pieter Fox came and swept 
me away to Bradford," he said. 

Ironically it was Fox's re- 
placement as Bradford coach 
this Summer that Newlove 


Evolution of rugby league’s transfer record 


1995-96 

1991-92 

1991-92 

1989-90 

1987-88 

1987-88 

1986-87 

1985-86 

1985-86 

1980-81 

1980-81 


Paul Newtow ' j :• 
Martin Offish 
EKery Hanley 
Graham Steadman 
GanySchofeM 
Lee Crooks 
Andy Gregpfy 
Joelydon . . 

Hery Hanley 
George Fairbelm 
Trevor Sheriett 


Bradford Bulls to St Helens £500.000- 

WWnes toWigpn £440.000 

Wigan to Leeds £250,000 

Feetherstnne to Csstteford £170,000 

Hun » Leeds - £153.000 

HuH to Leeds £150,000 

Wamngton to Wigan . £130,000 

WKtoes to wgan £100,000 

Bradford Northern to Wigan ' £85,000 

Wigan to Hufl HR £72,500 

VfafcefieM Trinity to Hull £40.000 

•(players p*uscss/i)j 


cited as his main reason for 
wanting to leave the club. “I al- 
ways believed in Peter. He was 
like a grandfather to me and I 
was disappointed with the way 
they treated him,” he said. 

Newlove has been unsettled 
at Bradford for mast of this sea- 
son, but turned down a move to 
Wigan two weeks ago in the 
hope that St Helens would 
manage to clinch a deal. 

“It’s a very friendly club and 
Tve always got on very well with 
players like Bobbie Goulding 
and Chris Joynt on international 
duly ” he said. 


Saints' chief executive, David 
Howes, relieved that the paper- 
work was finally completed 
after a delay in exchanging 
faxes with Bradford, called it “a 
massive deal”. 

“But players of his calibre do 
not become available very often. 
We believe we have signed not 
just one of the best players in 
Britain, but the best centre in the 
world and that wc arc putting 
together a side that wifi get rid 
of our bridesmaid’s tag.” 

Newlove, still only 24, was 
Great Britain’s youngest in- 
ternational when he faced New 


Zealand in 1989. Since then he 
has non 16 Great Britain caps 
and six for England, including 
impressive performances in this 
autumn’s Centenary World Cup. 

He moved from his home- 
town club, Fcaihcrslomr, to 
Bradford for a fee of £245,000 
in July. 1993. The deal that now 
takes him lo Saints beats the 
previous record, a straight cash 
payment of £440.000 from 
Wigan lo Widncs for Marlin 
Offiah in January. 1992. 

If Saints were incited by their 
new acquisition, then the deal 
was also being hailed as a tri- 
umph on the other side of the 
ftamines. Bradford - s chairman, 
Chris Cakley, said: “These are 
the players we wanted and our 
coach. Brian Smith, who returns 
from America on Friday, is 
ecstatic lhat wc have got them.” 

The three former Saints, 
including Nickle. who has re- 
covered from a knee infection, 
are all earmarked lo make their 
Bradford debuts against Old- 
ham tomorrow night 


Britain banking on Pickering glittering 


Swimming 


Karen Pickering carries (he 
weight of British expectation 
when she defends her title at tbe 
World Short Course Champi- 
onships in Rio de Janeiro, starl- 
ing today. 

The Ipswich swimmer, 24 
next month, is the only one of 
three British gold medallists at 
the inaugural championships in 
Palma. Majorca, two years ago 
to have a chance of repeating 
that success in Brazil 

The four-day world champi- 
onships. in a 25-metrc pool spe- 
cialty built on lhe Copacabana 


beach, begins three days after the 
international federation. Fin a, 
decided to impose tougher 

^Fina has doubled the previ- 
ous maximum ban to four years 
for lesls revealing lhe use of an- 
abolic steroids and has intro- 
duced retroactive bans to take 
away from offenders medals and 
records achieved in the previ- 
ous 12 months. The four-year 
ban must include an Olympics. 

Pickering, who also won a 
100m freestyle bronze medal to 
go with her 200m freestyle gold 
in Britain's most successful 
Championships in more than a 
decade, is confident die can take 
her latest challenge in her stride. 


She said: “It’s just another 
meet. In Palma I knew I could 
do personal best times and I am 
the same here." 

This time, however, Picker- 
ing will have to beat the chal- 
lenge of German multi 
Olympic, world and European 
medallist Franziska Van Aim- 
sick, who missed the Palma 
championships. 

Britain's own Olympic, 
world, European and Com- 
monwealth medallist of the 
early 1980s, Sarah Hardcastie, 
is hungry for further success. 

However, the 26-year-old 
said: “It's harder now as a se- 
nior than as a junior. I know I 
was a cocky youngster but now 


I have more respect for my ri- 
vals, which is not necessarily a 
good tiling.” 

At the European Champi- 
onships in Vienna last August, 
nerves got the belter of Hard* 
castle. But this time she is con- 
testing the 40lhn racdlcv on tbe 
first day. 

She said: “It will give me a 
chance to gel used to the sur- 
roundings and a good swim 
will give me confidence.” 

Her main rivals in the 400m 
and 500m freestyle are Claudia 
Poll, or Costa Rica, and the Ger- 
man pair uf Julia Jung - the Eu- 
ropean champion over SOUm - 
and Dagmar Hast*, the Olympic 
400m champion. 


Lewis set to 
tempt Bowe 
with £6m bid 

Boxing 


Lennox Lewis's handlers axe 
prepared to guarantee Riddick 
Bowe $9m (£6m) for their over- 
due heavyweight meeting in 
March or April. 

Panos Eliades. the London 
businessman who promotes 
Lewis, wili make the offer to 
Bowe’s manager. Rock New- 
man, tomorrow in another at- 
tempt to get the 19SS Olympic 
rivals together after three years 
of trying. 

“I’m still wailing for New- 
man to telJ me whal Bowe 
should receive for fighting 
Lewis," Eliades said. “This 
fight will be good for the sport 
and we are all geared up for it 
II depends if they want the fight 
or not. I'm ready to guarantee 
Bowe $9m." 

If the sums eventually add up, 
the favourite site would be Cae- 
sars Palace. Las Vegas. But ap- 
proaches have also been made 
for tbe fight to go ahead in South 
Africa - or even Kenya. 

With the major titles tied up 
for the foreseeable months, 
Lewis against Bowe is just about 
the biggest heavyweight clash 
around - and, additionally, 
Bowe is still the Worid Boxing 
Organisation champion. 

It would bring in the biggest 
money as the American cable 
network. Home Box Office, 
the big fight paymasters, have 
it at the top of llieir list for 1996. 

Seventeen months ago, when 
Lewis held the World Boxing 
Council title, contracts were 
signed for a Bowe fight to lake 
place in March of tins year but 
Lewis lost to Oliver McCall’s al 
the Wembley Arena soon after 
the formalities for a £20.6m 
bout bad been finalised. 


Two syndicates race 
to beat deadline 
for millennium cup 


Two fledgling syndicates are 
battling to raise the $100,000 
(£60,000) needed to give 
Britain a place for the mil- 
lennium America’s Cup in 
New Zealand. They need to 
register by the deadline of 13 
May. 

The establishment bid, 
represented by the Royal 
Yacht Squadron’s Maldwin 
Drummond and the Royal 
Thames’ John Prentice, has 
got as far as holding a series 
or negotiations with in- 
terested parties, but has yet 
to announce any financial 
involvement. 

But intriguingly, a dark- 
horee challenge has appeared 
in the farm of a 31 -year old ad- 
vertising executive from 
Clapham, David Dent 

Dent, who runs his own 
media consultancy, has set up 

the grandly tided, but so for in- 
substantial, Endeavour 2000 
with the specific aim of mount- 
ing a British challenge. He ad- 
Traishehas neither money nor 
high-powered backers, but still 

espects to be at the next meet- 
ing of challengers in New 
York in January. He hopeshe 
can not only register by May 
but have at least some of the 
six sponsors he is seeking at 
■£5m apiece ready to state 
their commitment He would 
like to sec some millennium 
fund cash made available. 

Prentice, meanwhile, says 
good progress was made at a 
recent two-hour meeting of 
just six people, which also 
covered the current malaise 
in big boat sailing. An action, 
programme is being drawn 
up. . 

Should either group make 


Stuart Alexander 

on the battle for 
British representation 
in the America's Cup 

it to the water, Britain would 
be up against formidable 
competition. At least four 
United States syndicates, 
including the NYYC, Bill 
Koch ~ though not this 
time with an all-woman syn- 
dicate - Dennis Conner, and 
San Francisco, when: Paul 
Cayard is the favourite to be 
skipper, are expected. The 
Japanese have declared, Aus- 
tralia and Spain are expected 
to take part again and, 
though there is a question 
marie over aFrcnch challenge 
there are now strong signs 
that D aimler-Bcuz will sup- 
port: a first appearance by 
Germany.' '.-V s 
Sir Peter Blake,, who led 
the victorious New Zealand 
challenge last time, said he 
would be keen for a British 
challenge to.: serialise- 
“Anyone that wants to know, 
I would be keen to talk to per- 
sonally. Whence we nt to the 
US it was yoqrliard, you 
didn't get ‘a,tofld from any- 
body. Wcwan t to make 
things as easy for everyone as 
possible * 

. The . defending, . New 
Z^alamferithwi*, as expected, 
decided nfllfo create an in- 
ternal competition for the de- 
fence job wid will have just 
one syndicate- Auddand ex- 
pects 12 'to ; 15 challenging 
syndfcatosfr^ what the New 
YoricYachtGlifodcscribes as 
35 series enquiries. 
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Wales pick 

Bowring as 
new coach 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

Kevin Bowring yesterday picked 
up the poisoned chalice as the 
new, £50,000- a -year Wales 
coach and ran with it with a fine 
disregard for the baleful fate of 
all his recent predecessors. In 
the end the Wales A coach and 
Dennis John, coach of Ponty- 
pridd, were the only candidates 
to be interviewed. 

Not that Bowring, whose con- 
tract is for four years - ending 
at the 1999 World Cup - saw ft 
in such negative terms when he 
was introduced at Cardiff Arms 

Park yesterday, 247 days after 
the resignation of Alan Davies. 
But. he^s well aware of the in- 
/ dT the job as it passed 
j.Tbny Gray, John Ryan, 
Ron Vfeldrou, Davies and Alex 
Evans'Tanoe 1988 and knows, 
too, ofjhe abuse to which Evans 
has lately .teen subjected. 

Aft Bownng needs to avoid 
such>fate is to produce a suc- 
cessful team. i appreciate it 
hasn't been the safest job in the 
past and we need a structure 
more srppOTtive of the national 
team and the national coach." 
hesaid- . 

Bpwiing. 4L a hard-working 
flanfei^began his playing career 
at home with Neath but after 
studying at Borough Road 
College, the eminent rugby 
academy down the road from 
Twickenham, had 350 games 
over nine seasons with London 
Welsh. ’ •: . 

Bandog fed them in three sea- 
soris- and also captained Mid- 
dlesex-but never achieved any 
form of Yfelsh representative 
recpgnitkm until he became the 
Under-20s' coach in 1989. His 
time coaching Whies A - only 


four defeats in 13 games and a 
much-admircd style of play - was 
enough for him io be entrusted 
with the senior side for the Fiji 
match three weeks ago when the 
original caretaker. Alex Evans, 
was recovering from a shoulder 
operation. 

The new coach will cease his 
present job as director of phys- 
ical education and head of 
games at Clifton College at the 
end of term and take up his new 
post next month. When the 
Welsh Rugby Union's four-man 
appointments' panel conducted 
the interviews the competition 
had been drastically reduced In- 
the withdrawal of both Clive 
Griffiths and Pierre Villepreux. 

Griffiths was unwilling to up- 
set Warrington rugby league 
club, his current employers, 
while a transport strike in France 
would have meant Villepreux 
could not have reached Cardiff 
even if he had wanted to. 
Villepreux has. however, of- 
fered his services as a consultant 
and remains a possibility for the 
£S0.000-a-year post of WRU 
rugby director which has at- 
tracted 48 applications. 

The narrow victory over the 
Fijians gave Bowrine an instant 
insight into a job inWhich suc- 
cessive occupants have become 
the Aunt Sallys of Welsh rugby. 
In giving up infinitely more se- 
curity at a famous public school 
where his wife also teaches, he 
knows he is taking a risk. 

“The sheer excitement of the 
challenge was why 1 accepted.” 
he said. “There is a job to be 
done and a lot of work, and we 
need a great deal of planning to 
achieve our aims. But there are 
some exciting youngsters in the 
squad and their determination 
and enthusiasm to get back to 
the top are infectious.” 
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sport 


Premier divisional: London's Ian Ounston drives past the Western Samoan defenders 
Tulefe Fa'aiuaso (11) and Tala Leiasamaivao Photograph: Peter Jay 

Samoans step up pace 


STEVE BALE 


London 

Western Samoa 


32 

40 


Orrefl to use Wigan’s ground 


Wigan Rugby League club’s 
Ceutral ^rk ground could 
stage ihfe^first rugby union 
ma tdr^a-it^Lyear history on 
30 Decem6er.. Orrell, based 
bnlyfeu^SSonTW^an, will 
play /Saracens, there in the 
Courage League if tbeir exec- 
utive committee, as expected, 
accepts Wigan’s offer. 

With .professional rugby 
league switching to summer 


next year, Wigan are keen to 
make use of their 24,000 capacity 
stadium during winter. In return 
the rugby league club hopes to 
play reserve matches at Or- 
rell’s Edge HaJHload ground. 

"We will try out a game and 
lake it from there.” Wigan's 
chairman. Jack Robinson. S3id. 
“They will have to see what sort 
of crowd they get to work out 
if it is financially viable." 


One minute the Samoans were 
thrashing London with (he best 
and most therapeutic rugby of 
their tour: the next they were 
themselves being run ragged by 
a divisional side almost as wan- 
tonly unpredictable as the hap- 
pier islanders. 

Happier, that is, than they 
were after their wretched show- 
ing against Cambridge last Sai- 
urday. though yesterday at Twic- 
kenham they found the open 
spaces eventually reduced them 
to exhaustion when Steve Bates 
persuaded his team to adopt the 
principle of total rugby. 

This was a laudable intent, 
the trouble being that London, 
who have already lost twice in 
the Divisional Chami 


did not have the skills to match. 
A bit like English rugby, real- 
ly. “It’s pointless putting out a 
representative side and not giv- 
ing them lime to prepare,” 
Tony Jorden, the London 
coach, complained. Still, at 
1 1-35 it did appear as if a hu- 


miliation rather than a simple 
defeat had been in the lifting. 

For the Samoans the game, 
particularly given its venue, 
was critical in establishing their 
credibility in England, where the 
draw with Scotland 12 days ago 
has appeared scarcely possible 
given the variability of their rug- 
by in their two Oxbridge match- 
es over the past week. “It’s a 
privilege for us to be here at the 
home of rugby." gasped Pal 
Lam, the tourists' captain, as if 
he could not quite believe it. 

His players go on to play the 
rest of the English divisions and 
culminate with the Test back at 
Twickenham - in front of 78,000 
as opposed to yesterday's 10,000 
inflated by at least 1,700 give- 
aways - on 16 December/ On 
(his inconclusive evidence they 
will cause England inconve- 
nience but no more than thaL 

Tries by Brian Lima and Lam 
more than cancelled out Mick 
Olson's for London so that 
Samoa reached the interval with 
their noses in front after a 
mediocre fiist half. Lam's had an 
especially detrimental effect on 
David Pears, whose challenge for 
the England outside-half place 
had not in anv case looked loo 


persuasive in front of the watch- 
ing Jack Rowell when he took 
the full force of the pile-driving 
run by Steve Smith in creating 
the try for his captain. 

At half-time, moments later, 
the injury-prone Pears made the 
familiar trudge to the dressing- 
room, haling hurt the same 
ankle he injured in a collision 
with Mike Call Iasi month. 

During the next 20 minutes 
Lima added two tries for the 
Samoans and London had only 
consolation to play for. Watson, 
Lawrence Dallagjio and Peter 
Mcnsah provided it with further 
tries with Too Vhega scoring the 
Samoans' fifth in between. 

LomtoK Tries Watson 2. DaBaffc. Mensart; 
Convenient Qreggvy 3: Pnnltlei Pearc 2. 
Wnnu i Samoa: Trias Una 3. Lun. Vae&X 
Conversions neaea 3: PenaWa unett 3. 
LONDON: J URon iWasre); DOltay, P Mcn- 
saft (Hartecunsi. N G ro a n s to c k fWasps). A 
Mcbno (Bam: DResn «K«quw). S Bales 
(Wasps. cap 0 ;J Uinni, B Mocwe (htotarna. 

I Donoton tWasoal. S Soon, M Watson iHar- 
iequns). L Dalagto (Wasps). A DiproM 
(Satggra, R Jenldrts iHariequns). ttoptaov 
moot: G Gregory IWaspSI for Rears. h-L 
WESTERN SAMOA: A **00*1 iSutUW); B 
Ltaa (Nterep, S lanaga fSuOurtJS). G LwKfowpe 
(Te Aqtup. TFa'ataaso (Ana Ponce); D Kefctt 
<Puwontyl. J Pterm WWurgrry. M Mka (Oc- 
gp Unway), I Leiasamaivao (Wetorjoni. B 
Labi tVamcBw, M llrrotrtli (Suburbs), P 
lenasa lApdi. S SmRfi (Hetenwtai, P Lam 
IMana. cape. S Kaloto (PonsonOy). Reptaca- 
mantKSVMMB IManst) hr Leavasa, 28; T 
Vae^ (Te totui tar 55. 

ttafaroo: N Lasaga iSan-Jearvrie-Uiri. 


Light Blues come back with spirit and adventure 


TIM GlJOVER 


Cambridge. University 35 

Steele-Bodger's XV 29 


Mike Gibson, the legendary Ire- 
land and Lions threequarter, 
returned to Grange Road yes- 
terday to unveil an honours 
board of Cambridge players who 
have won international caps. 

On the clubhouse wall are 
303 names and the way things 
are going for the Light Blues 
one or two of the current squad 
could be added to the list. 


Fresh from their notable vic- 
tory over Western Samoa on 
Saturday, Cambridge added 
another feather to their cap with 
this impressive win. 

The spies from Oxford, with 
the University match two weeks 
away, must have been heartened 
by events in the first quarter 
when Steele-Bodger's scored 
three tries and led 17-0. Cam- 
bridge, fielding nine of the side 
that beat the Samoans, were in 
danger of being overrun but it 
is a measure of their spirit or- 
ganisation and fitness that they 
finished the stronger. 


England A under the weather 


Cricket 

England A’s second “Test" 
match against ftkstan A, which 
starts today in Rawalpindi, is 
almost certain to begin late be- 
cause of a wet square. Condi- 
t ions are so poor that the game 
might not even get underway 
until tomorrow. 

Yesterday’s heavy rain 
seeped under the tarpaulin 
covering used at the KRL 
Ground and it has left a pitch 
with the consistency of wet 
plasticine, surrounded by mud- 
dy patches covering the rest of 
the square. 

Reconstruction work at 
Rawalpindi's main stadium, to 
prepare it for the three World 
Cup matches to be staged in 
February and March, means 



that the second Test has had to 
be played on a ground belong- 
ing to' the Civil Aviation Au- 
thorities. 

A spongy, well grassed out- 
field - in addition to the pitch 
conditions - is sure to make run- 
scoring a difficult business 
during the next five days. 

John Emburey, the England 
A manager, said: “The pitch is 
very wet and it will only have 
dried out a bit by tomorrow. I 
can’t see the match beginning 
until Lhe afternoon at the ear- 
liest - and winning the toss is 
going to be important. But we 
are 1-0 up in the series so ob- 
viously we don’t want to start 
the game until conditions im- 
prove.” 

The A team management 
have named a 13-man squad, 
deciding that only the War- 
wickshire batsman Dominic 
Ostler and the Hampshire off- 
spinner Shaun Udal will defi- 
nitely not be involved. 

ENGLAOT A SQUAD (torSocond fiss* v Pek- 


SasSrSB! 


E 

Poo- 


ley. RC taw. CWhrte. TKJ 

tsbuiy, D W Haadley. R D Stomp, T A 

Munton, ES H GkWns. 


CRICKETLINE 

SOUTH AFRICA 
v ENGLAND 


(BALL BY BALL! 
[commentary! 


0891-567-567 


I REPORTS & SCORES I 


0891 - 567-555 

UU. 1): ! 1..1AL ^rr.VK t 

Cs^° i n,L 


chk;-nLT 1(0 1 


In a cracking match both 
sides scored five tries, the dif- 
ference being two penalties 
from Rob Ashforth, Cam- 
bridge’s 19-year-old stand-off 
from Bradford Grammar 
School. 

The game may have been 
played with a sense of adventure 
that will not be matched at 
Twickenham on 12 December, 
but there was nothing superficial 
about it, nor about the rcsujt. 

Niall Hogan, the Irish in- 
ternational scrum-half, scored 
three tries. His fiist, from charg- 
ing down an Ashforth kick. 


Athletic 

The International Amateur Athlete Fed- 
eration has overruled a dectsxin by the 
South African federation to lift a three- 
month drugs ten on Philip Spies, the 
Javelin thrower. Soles tested positive at 
the All Africa Invitation meeting m Jo- 
hannesburg in September but was lat- 
er deared by Athletes South Africa alter 
ctaming lhe banned substance was con- 
tained in a vitamin supplement he was 
taking with the consent of ASA offiaals. 

Badminton 

WORLD GRAND PRDC (Singapore) Rm -round 
scores Man'* iMm: Heryanto Art* nnaonl 01 
J Otoson fS-el lSeiS-7; One Ewe Heck (Ma«yl 
U P-E Hover lamer (Den) 15-8 158: Jrkn 
Suprunto tlndon) K Tar San Peng (Sntf 1 M 
15-5: H Kendrooan Ondcn) oi Hemwren Stsankj 
(Indon) 15-9 15-4; Arty Wfanatadrutan) M Fung 
Pentad (TuA 15-11 1&4: R*»Srt* IMNapcft 
K Lee kaian^in (S Kcrt 15-11 15-7: Dong>ong 
lOvre) M i van Oik (Nelh) IMIM:, A I Sua 
Km*na tx Ptbmteeen flJwu 15-6 15-12. 

Basketball 

MBA: Cleveted 93 Toronto 8 % Man 111 Dal- 
las 59 -, New Jersey 89 WftsMnelon 84. Atlanta 
102 New York 97 (oC: CJurtone 106 Miwtukee 
98: Minnesota 121 Vsncouvei 98: Houston 116 
LA topers UXk Mens 1Q2 Senate 101: Sacra- 
memo 91 Denver 35. 

Bowls 

as HSURiMCE SCOTTISH MASTERS ((toM- 
MM) SmMmK i PK» IWiMBCoroe On* 
7-1T2: A Thafreor (Ere tn P Cortan IScol 7-3 
1-7 7-1. 

Baodng 

Mjckev Duff has opened negmations wth 
Don Nng to secure Richie WoodhaB, the 
European mlddlew«0rt champion, a 
world tide flgrt tn Las Ve^s nett March. 
{XMrty tayior, the World Btsong Counci^ ’s 
middlewet^tt champion, has bten or- 
dered to defend his title against Vttood- 
hali by 17 March and WoodhaB hopes 
rt will be part of the undercard to Rank 
Bruno's world heavywelgn tide defence 
against Mike Tyson on 16 March. 

Cricket 

M ItowZoM-vt by 8 

pnd afti too aortts 3-2. 

S»» «7t. Srt tonfco on 

Eqnastriarism 

The British Horse Trials Championships 
at Gatcombe Park next year tew 
moved to a new dare (31 August ml 
September) in order id tit in with teie- 


gavc Steele-Bodger’s the lead 
which they swiftly built upon 
with further tries from Matt 
fttole and lain Morrison. 

By half-time Cambridge were 
only two points behind. When 
Ashforth gave them the lead 
with a try early in the second 
half, Hogan responded with 
two quick scores to give Steele- 
Bodger's a nine-point cushion. 
29-20. Once again Cambridge 
took the game to their oppo- 
nents. scoring 15 points without 
reply in the last quarter and this 
despite suffering a series of 
injuries. 


Cambridge Unfcento: Trios Ma den 2. Rut- 
■ i Semin; Cor 


ter. Ashtortn. S 


i Ashforth 2: 


PeaMI i B i Asntenn 2. TTrinM nnrt p r rte Tttas 
Haen 3, Poole, Morrison-. Conversions Bisto 

2 . 

CanMVo IWwotly; O Ctaytoo ffUtapUene): 
S smiton (Hudws Ham. A Sponcer (St Un% 
S Coma (Si EdrtuntfS, tape. J ttoUor (St 
Johr^l; RAoMorth (ftnrhacot. 0 MoMm(Si 
atawrsi: IMoooejr (Hitftes Han. J Eriamri* 
(Si Cathame's). N Holgatt (Robram). R 
Bramtoy (Si Edmfvfsl. D RufleC (Homertoni. 
M Hyde (St Edmmdlu. J Cocta tSt EOnnfi). 
S Suik^ (MUtsoni. Reptacomts: D Moore 
iTnmy KbPt tor (ton 39: C Roy n-tafjios Halt 
tor Hyde, n-c 7 WNtforri (Homertoni lor Cot- 
trel. SH B Ryan (Homertoni torWlKfora. 54. 
Staple Bodger's XV: I (Baaenw iHenofs FP): 
A Jonoa CHartetwrei, M Denney ranswo. N 
Beats (Nort ha mpton). R Dories (Hvlequnsi; 
P Bwlm (Cork Constnuooh), N Hoflan (Tevrue 
CoOegei; G Kolptn iLondon tosh), i Hay (Haw- 
■ckj. M UoMtt (Worcester). M Ha^ (Earn). M 
Pooleaeceaett.CGtoMiiGkxcosan.lMor- 
itaoa Hondon StsttehL R PixManeo (Wasps). 
Reform: D Chapman (Yorkshire). 


SPORTING DIGEST 


vtsKxt schedules. The meeting had been 
due to dash with the Silk Cut Derby 
meeting at Hckstead, which the BBC 
would have shown in preference, but 
now both fixtures will be leiewsed. 

Football 

Wigan have signed Leeds United's 21- 
year-o!d left-back, Kevin Sharp, for a 
club-record £100,000. Sharp has 
signed a two-and-a-half year deal and 
is expected to make his debut at Ply- 
mouth a week on Saturday. 

Jortii Cruyff, the Barcelona forward, will 
be cut or acbon for tvw> months because 
of a knee injury. The sinker, whose fa- 
ther, Johan, is Barcelona's coach, has 
already missed most of the season be- 
cause of the injury. 

George Weah, the U ben an International, 
has been voted the best African foot- 
baller of 1995 by the Confederation of 
African Football. The 29- year -ok) Milan 
striker finished lop of a pod with 45 
points, 15 more than Japhet Ndoram 
of Chad, who came second, 
nssaers urn resi»& Cec+c** cm fourth 

round: Rearing 2 Sourummon LMoWW 
semes SfeMd Secosd rant tomtom 0 r J- 
nam 1; Breast Rorera 2 Boumamouth 1: Cortrii 
1 Nartnempren 2: Owswtwt 2 ncaidafc J; ttofl 
Cny 1 Btadflod 2: Uncoto 2 Presm l: driora LRd 
1 Cokhesea 2 Peteraaog) l Sunsea 0 ; Mter- 
ham 0 Wigir 0 iRortertieri u*t 4-1 on pens ri- 
ter am unet; Scunawpe 0 York 3; Stnemounr 
0 Brew City O iSnrwwflury wto r -6 on pens af- 
»r eilra lineK WMsall 1 Brffitcr i Weriani 1 
Cam* 2. CM VaudMl ConSereaeo Spakflog 
Cu) aooond roan* Farnfcorou&i l 
I DMT 3 (tivstarick 36. SoaeiPy 55. 

... ,2, Hunan 117) 
i rinei; Mac 
> B. B 6 . U«ns pen 36. Cayel 66 ) 
MdwtfMWw 1 (Huffies 63l; Runoom 1 M Srstfi 
54) Souttiport 5 iiMBOv M. How 23. 32. Dov 
onpon 55. 83). Fk Umbra Ttatptar ThW qosBiy- 
Ing maid npNo BDsbxi 1 Hri saow en Tcran • 
tatter eota time: Hateoumn reran mv k> Oori- 
leyt; Bamber Bnd^ 2 Buton Albion 3 (Burton ai 
homo (o rritorril; lancastor 0 Mm UtB 2 

ContAratrmnoB>BynS0arUrB).-WRBnOBah- 

op AucMano 0 la/tarMis Itoia; aocona nptoy or 
fisnop Auctions on Mtontoyt; Tsrrraortn U Staflom 
3: Orion* Dry 3 Bromley 5 (after earn (toie; 0»- 
ton* Cly at mme to Menhir TjaSK Stones 5 Uoie- 
sey 0 (Stones My to Gtatoesterfe Braintree 0 
fentatom 5 (Ca rfoafer at name to nbtttg). FA 
Carisbatt Vtoo Socoad nwwl aoeond replay: 
Saritorigntorm 1 Fumeto 3 (FUnnss My to toto- 
asLUSoodl 


Heyes69;KeiSttng2(SHn0Haw2,H 
Scemrut^ 1 (BataG 60} tatter ertra i 
destoto 4 (Cones &. 86, Uons pen 3G 


DMsioir Rugioen 3 Bafctor* 0. 1 
LiKew Ulfl 0 ivngs lyrm 3; Warvnri I feXAraeO 
J. Soufliein DKtofarr PostpDnort CkwxfcrwWey- 
moutn. Dr Mbrom Cup dm rovtod secot ritac 
Motftyr Tytfftl 1 Nesport AFC 1 (Newport <m 3-P 
on agDegwvi. Wtoitnatoritl Kant toscis Rnrt 
On It I on. Heme Bay 2 Bee kannam 0. U4>t Sue- 
•o* County laotfao FV«t Pm lalo u. Burgess IM 
Torai: HorSiom YMCA Z ftrgnerZ Lanevy Spats 
O: WU A MwrtKMrkO. Nertina CBORrias Ewt 
la agio Cup Sea»d round: Lwerceags 2 Bngg 
4; umTi Q Siocksonage 5: Norm Ferrtov 5 
Annawrpe WeRare 3: Ossett Tmei 2 Bonoraarii 2 ; 
TnacMey 3 Harteri Man Cr. Wmenon Rangers 1 
AsltfeU 3: Maltby 1 Goote 2. Nortk Most Coorv 
tkn Loopie FM DMrios Mune tori 2 Mobo- 
ley A CUafenff Gv aaoonl rtud toptoge TrttH 
3 SI Helens 2. Jewsen Eosaetn lea#to Premier 
DMsIok Feiasoee Tom and Pori 1 Kadie# 0 ; 
lM«uiofl Torai 0 StoramarVet Town 1 ; Twee 2 
Marmcti ano Parkesian J ; Wsnecn To«n t H*>er- 
M Rovers 0: WKMondge Town 3 Sudbury Wan- 
derers 1 . t ri er toi k D p inm MMood RMoono: 
BiaMnell 2 Barweu a Rirvuil Otympc 3 Sotowv 
M 0. Norttio m Iot 0 m DCS PBs l—ff» Cup 
tttn* rouMk Oman Feoeratnn Brewery 1 RIM 
NftxansOiSoutn Shotas 7 Ahrack Toon J, Pm- 
das Leswo Socoad DMsIok Port Vale 5 
laceaor 0. toon hiwesnr ii h mtoirilnn ftst 

Ow h lso ; Luton Town 0 Arsenal 4; toesmautb 0 
Qystol Po&cr 2: Quoan'a Park Rangers 3 Wettord 
1 rat Harm Bcm&l Socood DMd» Boot 
mMcncs poaponen. FA YooDt Dp Second 
mood: Sieffirid UM 2 NeracasOa LM U Writ Ham 
Uta 3 Asm \Md 0: MmtMdon 1 a^ton and How 
Altxon 0: Burdey 1 Sute Coy 0: BistMum tores 
5 Noitroglum Forest L Son lMo btoll OeM Cap 
Quarts* -rinriK Cnnaden 2 Bangor K LrnkeU 2 
Qentoran 2 (Underi nto 4-2 an penantes after ca- 
va ume); Oma0i Toon 4 hansdown 2 latter ta- 
rn tone). Ralan Cup Qoarter-flnal to* lata 
Boto^u 1 IMoieso 52) Milan 1 (Coco 23). World 
Ctob CRotoptaasidp (Tokyo): Ajn 0 Grana to- 
1 D Alegre (Or) 0 Mrit trio 4-3 on penafttes aed. 


Golf 

AMERICAN EXPRESS TOUR QUALFYMG 
SCHOOL (La Ma^re Ctab, Sp) laadtag sscaod- 
raand scorns (te or bt osless striadu IAS T 
Oral* 71 73. 144 A At Kngm (Au$) 75 145 

72 73. 147 E-J Snsui 75 72; I Timing 
7B. MS R Betas l US) 75 73; S Stripe 
IWA© 


Two-game ban for 
Batty and Le Saux 


Football 


7 Loreys 
i Den! 71 


FUriPMsIim: Contfean 
1 cuzanfttolai 1; Fitnwono lo*n l Foidey Ceftc 
2: Harrogw Town 1 Bradford Park Awnue 2. 
ProsrieaTs Cap tot roratd: Worksoq 3 Gans- 
borougn Titmty 1 . lak Leoeio Firs* DMsIok 
B e tW ton ried IWksitayO; Mariow -1 name 6 . 
Socood DMMok tAHharn 0 Hampton 1. Thta H- 
riata KriKbury 2 Hariwr 1. Csrfton (top sri- 
ood round: Aytsdwy 0 Pivfleol 1: Baton 0 
Hc iOrri B B 1: Borenam Wood 3 BoHa< 1; Si «■ 
bn 1 toSip Mann Z Tooflng and Mriam 4 
WoM 0 tam 3. Caritan tiopfer aocand note M> 
ley 1 Win 1 ; DoiWig 1 nvr&rlnti 6 , Easiltu- 
todi 3 CMstuit 2 : E 0 wi 1 loadotiead 2; Hemei 
toips»a3BJBaBreO:MosnoeKanPOice20W- 
(ont SI PeW 6 ; Nnrthwod 5 Saidtad 0 ;_Wea« 
snlBedtanar 


72 76; J Mrt 9 iAlo) 69 79. MB D Danger ( 

72 77; S Hartley iUS) 74 75; H Lm (Can) 77 72; 
S Mrtn (Sw) 75 74. ISO F Fektouor iGert 75 
75; M Buretrom (Swe) 75 75. Oil i Macon fto 
79 72; H Koch fSwo) 74 77: £ Stewm (Swei 
75 76: Ltome 76 75: 5 Dkon 77 74: M McKn- 
toy 7180. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: D«w 3 Monoeai Z OduaOo 7 NY Handera 
3 : Ptnsbu^t 7 Ottawa 2; Wamoeg 4 Toronto 3: 
Chrca^i 5 Eflmortrvi X 

Pool s 

UTTLEWOOOS: TraMo chm a: 24pta 
£40.575.95, 23 £464.70. 22 £37^5. 21 
£&3S. 20 Q£S.rouf draws I10.G5. ID hones 
£331.40. to owaya £731.60. 
VHWONSrTrBbta chaocK 24pfis £16.77965. 
23 £205.55, 22 £2020. 21 £4J6. 30 tnraoi 
£1467.00. Hn army* £ 7*JBO. 

BHiUkM S; TraMo etisneo; 24pta £3,550.65, 
23 £5410, 22 £05, 21 ft, 20. Fta draw* 
£25.10. EVA booms £43.75. to mji 
£ 56.60 . 

ZETIERS: Treble chaneK 24pta £10^40.15, 
23 £4&30. 22 £4.70. 21 £175. tar draws 


MARK BURTON 

Graeme Le Saux and David 
Batt>' have been banned for two 
European games for their 
punch -up on the pitch during 
Blackburn’s Champions' League 
game in Moscow a week ago. 

Uefa, football’s governing 
bock’ in Europe, had apparent- 
ly decided to lake no action be- 
cause the Italian referee of the 
match against Spartak made no 
mention of the pair's sparring. 
However, the Fair Play report 
compiled by a Uefa official 
highlighted the fracas, so the 
bah was imposed “for grossly 
unsporting conduct." 

"The news has come as a bit 
of a shock to the dub," Black- 
bum's chairman. Robert Coar. 
said. “All the statements we had 
seen attributed to Uefa in the 
media said they were not go- 
ing to take any further actions 
and that the dub's interna] dis- 
ciplinary actions would stand." 
Blackburn have already' heav- 
ily fined both players. 

The Football Assodation, 
which had urged Uefa to act. 

Charlton 
will wait 
for Keane 

Jack Charlton, the Republic of 
Ireland manager, has left a 
place open for Roy Keane in his 
squad to face the Netherlands 
in the European Championship 
qualifying play-off match at 
Anfield on 13 December. 

The Manchester United mid- 
field player had a hernia oper- 
ation three weeks ago and 
missed Ireland's 3-0 defeat in 
Portugal. He has played in onfy 
three of his country's 10 ties in 
Group Six, in which Lhey fin- 
ished second. 

Charlton, though, is deter- 
mined to give him every chance 
of appearing in the Anifield de- 
cider and will stay in contact 
with Keane's club manager. 
Alex Ferguson, to monitor the 
progress of the players recov- 
ety. 

Charlton names onfy 21 play- 
ers, with the Manchester City 
striker Niall Quinn suspended 
after receiving his second yel- 
low card of the qualifying tour- 
nament in Portugal. 

“If it can be proved that 
Keane has recovered from his 
injury, I would still like to have 
him in the squad and I wfll leave 
it as long as possible to see what 
can be done," Charlton said. 

Meanwhile, Charlton's deci- 
sion to once more invoke the 
five-day international rule, giv- 
ing him first call on players from 
the Saturday before the Anfield 
decider, has caused consterna- 
tion among Premiership clubs 
who face a full programme on 
the prior weekend. 

REPtOUC OF RELAND SQUAD (Europerii 


FC, 13 Decriittar): a Nol- 
ly (StaflWd Uftfl, Bonner (CMUci, Inrio 
Manctwaer UnJ). G KaSy fUtrtsk Ketma 
(Btaettaum), McGnto (Asmn VBa), Babb ILw 
BfoootJ. Ptratao (Chefceai. Strarton I Aston VF 
la). Sboridan (ShriMd Wednes&v). Houston 
(Aston Vita). McAtoer (Bortoo). MSKfon <Nor- 
wtcti), T oM t ia nd {Aston Wfcy. McLoo^Bn 
(Portsmouth). D ReBy (Sitodeoand). Aldridge 
(Tranroere), Cascarino (Mareefle). K o nrwBy 
(Uverpool). Morris (Middies&roufft). Kar- 
' (Manchester City). 


£12.40. boraat £5 9 -20 Four a way 
£70.60. Easy »)* £1520. Lucky nu 
8 16 U 36 21. Goats gataro £&S0, 


Rugby Union 

Massimo GkwanetH, Milan's back-row 
forward sent off for bead -butting in the 
he'meken European Cup Bgainst Pon- 
^pektd last vieek, has had a 60-day ban 
Upheld. Giaianefli had apposed against 
the length of the suspension. 

Munster, the retgvrtg Irish Irtter-provln- 
cial champions, will field a largely ex- 
perimental team in Saturday’s match 
against the Trartsvaal in Cork. With sev- 
en players out throu£) injury and oth- 
er commitments, the sde indudes five 
new faces and three positional changes 
from the kne-up that slipped to a sur- 
prise defeat against Ulster last week. 
MUNSTBITEAM (» Transvaal, Cork. Sat 2 Dm* 
S MeCaMB (Sunday's Wrfi; R Wsdsco iGany- 
•renj, B Walsh iCwk Consituttofo, P tanas 
(Snamon. cootJ. J Loony (toriay’s WW; P tori 
iOnm Conwmsunu S ttrier (Gsjtvowwu; PSpofa 
(Gsnyottert). p Coantngham iGanytMni, P 
t (Young kAswan. M Gahray iSMmant. 


a F alerter [Cork Congtrtutjont, □ Corkety 
(Taronara Oodece). G Earta lYourw Munster), 8 
Totaod «H Crescent). 

Ctt TOUR MATCH: lonoon & South East Os 32 
Westom Samoa 40. 

CUB MATCH: Camondge Urw 35 StOolft- 
BodBErtW29 


Snooker 

ROYAL LIVER ASSURANCE UK CHAMPWNSW 
( N o stu i i ) QuarionAraiK S Hand> (Soot leads 
K Dopsrry CM) 6-2. March resumes 2.0 onlay. 

Speedway 

Britan’s Premer Lea^je Is set to «pand 
to 22 teems neal season. At the British 
Speedway Promoters’ Association an- 
nual coherence n Tenerife, afl 21 mem- 
Pets of the ieagje voted it a success, 
with most cUs reporting ncreased ^tes 
snee the Fist and Second Dwisnns were 
ama^amaied a year ago. 

Squash 

QONr MIBKHIONALaWIIPIONSMP (Datra) 
S e con d round: 0 Heins l£ngj b( T Hands (Eng) 
17-15 15-4 1^6; P Grassy [Gp H ta ZamS 
to tPta 156 1 M lS^ft D toon (Ms) or j 
Barra (Fit 11-15 15-6 15-8 15-13: B Manta 
(AieiHABsraas (E0 15-1010-15 15-11 15-8. 

Stunt Mte-ffyfng 

Alrkraft, a four-man British team from 
London, hate won the Wtorid Cup tn Vic- 
Baria, Australia. After ivwce befog the run- 
ners-up. Dari and James Robertshaw. 
Ntc Booth by and Jeremy Boyce finally 
ended American domination In the sport 
when they outflew 14 other teams in 
the two-day event. 


was surprised but pleased with 
the about-turn. “We asked Uefa 
to consider taking action and 
they have now done so. We con- 
sider this to be the end of the 
maiter," a spokesman said. 

Paul Gascoigne, John Brown 

and Alan McLaren will make up 
their own min ds whether to ap- 
pear before a Scottish FA dis- 
ciplinary panel today. The three 
Rangers players, along with the 
Aberdeen striker Billy Dodds, 
have been summoned following 
incidents during the game be- 
tween Rangers and the Dons on 
1 1 November. They have not yet 
been charged with anything. 

Rangers’ secretary, Campbell 
Ogilvy. said the players had 
been advised by club director 
Donald Findlay QC on the 
pros and cons of appearing, or 
declining to do so. 

The situation has been com- 
plicated by the fact that the 
Procurator Fiscal in Glasgow 
has asked for a report on the 
game. There is concern that 
should the SFA find any or all 
of the players guilty, their de- 
cision could have implications 
for potential court proceed- 
ings- The Procurator yesterday 


would not say bow many play- 
ers were involved in the inves- 
tigation. 

The battle for control of 
Sheffield United appears to 
have been settled, with two 
b usiness men, Mike McDonald 
and Martyr! Burke, each buying 
half the holding of the former 
chairman, Reg Brealey. Mc- 
Donald will assume the role of 
chairman while Burke will be- 
come vice-chairman. They have 
pledged £l-5m to United’s man- 
ager, Dave Bassett, for team re- 
building. 

The Football Supporters As- 
sociation will today unveil a sys- 
tem of legal back-up for fans in 
trouble. Their Legal Network 
for Fans aims to put the foot- 
ball supporter in touch with so- 
licitors experienced in dealing 
with football issues. 

“Often the first contact at a 
police station is with a solicitor 
who may not be interested in 
football and hare no idea of the 
issues involved," the FSA’s na- 
tional chairman. Tun Crabbe. 
said. “We have got together a 
list of solicitors with a commit- 
ment to supporters' rights which 
will be distributed to fans." 


The Russians bring 
Ajax down to earth 


Ajax, the newly crowned world 
club champions, left for home 
for the second time yesterday 
after their original flight from 
Tokyo was refused permission 
to fly over Russia, an airport 
spokesman said. 

The chartered KLM aircraft 
intended to retrace its flight 
path to Amsterdam after win- 
ning permission to fly over 
Russia. However, Russian au- 
thorities denied the plane per- 
mission to enter their airspace, 
forcing it to circle while the 
problem was resolved. 

“By the time permission was 
finally granted, the aircraft had 
consumed so much fuel that it 
had to return to Narila [Tokyo] 
for refuelling," a KLM 
spokesman in Tbkyo said. 

“It was all a misunderstand- 
ing over flight numbers," the 
KLM spokesman in Amster- 
dam. Hans Leijte, said. 

KLM does not operate a 
scheduled Tokyo-Amsterdam 
flight on Wednesdays and this 
extra flight had a four-digit 
number instead of the usual 
three. “The mix-up has been 
sorted out," Leijte said. 

Dmitry R>lkanov at the Russ- 
ian Centre of Air Traffic in 
Moscow said the plane was re- 
fused permission to enter Russ- 
ian airspace because none of his 
controllers had information 
about flight KLM 8623. He 
said KLM bad apologised for 
not announcing the charter 
flight property in advance. 

Thus, a day afterwinning the 
World Club title in Tbkyo by 
beating Gremio of Brazil 4-3 on 
penalties, the Ajax team en- 
dured a wearying journey that 
still had many hours to go be- 
fore they reached home. 

The dgbScle forced Amster- 
dam to postpone its massive 
homecoming celebrations for 
Ajax, for which preparations 


were well underway yesterday 
morning. 

“The tribute has been can- 
celled until further notice." a 
city council spokeswoman said. 
The protracted delay will dis- 
appoint thousands of fans. 

Ajax's European Cup win 
over Milan in May drew an es- 
timated quarter of a million 
supporters to Amsterdam's cen- 
tral Museumplein. 

The Narita Airport 
spokesman said the Boeing 
747, carrying 230 passengers - 
about 30 team members and 
200 Dutch supporters - origi- 
nally left Tokyo at about 
12.30pm local time. 

It arrived back in Tokyo at 
about 7.40pm and after spend- 
ing two hours on the ground 
took off again at 9.40pm. Pas- 
sengers were not allowed off the 
plane while it was on the 
ground. 

The plane was expected to 
spend about another 12 hours 
in the air before reaching Am- 
sterdam. 

Sunday's Dutch First Division 
match between NAC Breda 
and Feyenoord has been post- 
poned owing to a series of 
strikes by police, the Dutch 
football assodation said yes- 
terday. 

“As far as we know no 
other matches have been af- 
fected by the police actions," 
a spokeswoman for the asso- 
ciation said. “The match be- 
tween Feyenoord Rotterdam 
and NAC Breda will be played 
on Monday." 

The Rotterdam mayor, Bram 
Peper. said that a planned ac- 
tion by police on Sunday would 
not leave enough officers for 
crowd control. Police in various 
parts of the Netherlands will 
take turns to strike between 8am 
and 6pm in support of a pay and 
conditions claim. 


Sanderson aims at Atlanta 


Athletics 

Tessa Sanderson, the former 
Olympic javelin champion, 
wants to compete in her sixth 
Olympics in Atlanta next year. 

Sanderson, who was a gold 
medallist at the 1984 Los An- 
geles Games, is back in training 
at the request of the charity 
Children in Hospital, for whom 
she hopes to raise up to £lm. 

She said that Sir Anthony Tip- 
pet, the charity’s chairman, had 
asked her to return to Olympic 
competition to help sick chil- 
dren. “I couldn’t resist the chal- 


lenge because I know how much 
difference it wfll make." she said. 
“1 have been training hard - but 
I will need the support of chil- 
dren around the country to 
reach our target of £lra and 
bring back a gold medal for 
Britain. My challenge to children 
is to join iny team. Help me to 
raise funds to improve the qual- 
ity of care for children in hos- 
pital throughout the UK." 

Children in Hospital is a reg- 
istered charity consisting of 19 
children's hospitals or paediatric 
units in major general hospitals 
throughout the UK. 



The Royal Navy is recruiting now. 



s:r- , z navy 

Jeta tie Raiy. Cafl 0345 308 123 . 
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No alcohol 
ban for fight 
promotions 


Boxing 

UZSEARL 

Alcohol will not be banned at 
tournaments, despite a British 
Boxing Board of Control tri- 
bunal yesterday agreeing that 
drink played a major part in the 
riot at the fight which resulted 
in James Murray’s death. 

An inquiry by the BBB(Ts 
stewards into the disturbance 
when Murray fought Drew 
Docherty in a bantamweight ti- 
de contest in Glasgow last 
month said that the incident ap- 
peared to have been influenced 

S t alcohol. However, the BBBC 
aims it does not have enough 
evidence to warrant outright 
prohibition. 

Instead, the provision of al- 
cohol will still be left to the pro- 
moter’s discretion, although 
drinking in auditoriums is al- 
ready banned for reasons of 
safety. 

The tribunal, chaired by for- 
mer Chief Metropolitan Mag- 
istrate, Sir David Hopkin. 
concluded that ihe section of the 
audience at Glasgow's Hospi- 
tality Inn who had purchased 
tickets for the boxing only and 
not the dinner bad caused the 
disturbance. In view of this 
“the Board will not permit this 
mixed type of private and pub- 
lic event to take place in future”. 


"We felt by the nature of the 
flare-up that it must have been 
lalcoholl,” John Morris, the 
general secretary of the BBBC, 

said. "The evidence wasn't 
strong enough, but that was our 
feeling." 

A decision to ban alcohol 
would have wider financial im- 
plications. “Venues require and 
need to have food and drink 
available because it is part of 
their revenue and the cost for 
the promoter would rise dra- 
matically if they were to have no 
drink at all," Morris said. 

The BBBC which extended 
its deepest sorrow to the fami- 
ly and friends of Murray who 
died as a result of the bout, em- 
phasised that it was not inquir- 
ing into the circumstances or 
causes of the boxer's death. “We 
are just trying to get to the bot- 
tom of what happened on the 
night,” he said. “The object is 
to look ahead to see if anything 
can be done with safety,” Mor- 
ris said. 

At the end of its short report, 
the BBBC advocated the use of 
police and security staff to im- 
plement safety measures and 
maintain a high level of securi- 
ty even if promotions have tak- 
en place regularly and 
successfully at the same venue 
over a period of time. 

They were satisfied that no 
fault lay with promoters Frank 


"Warren and Katherine Morri- 

son or the venue for the riot. 

The panel had had a long 
look into the many aspects of 
mixed boxing evenings, which 
could be difficult to control and 
Morris revealed that Morrison 
would discontinue “mixed” 
shows — of dinner and boxing — 
in future, despite running them 
for five years. 

“Alcohol just needs to be 
properly controlled and we 
have to make sure that there is 
no drink in auditoriums with 
strict liason with security staff.'* 
Morris said. 

The Board bad atreachr or- 
dered that security should be 
tightened at major fights 14 
months ago. after it investigat- 
ed the riot at the NEC in Birm- 
ingham when chairs were 
thrown between rival support- 
ers during the Robert Mc- 
Cracken v Steve Fbster fight. 

The Board deckled not to in- 
troduce dosed -circuit televi- 
sion surveillance as advocated 
by Warren. “That is something 
that individual promoters may 
want to consider,” Morris said. 
“It would be very expensive but 
we will be watching its devel- 
opment with interest. 7 ’ 

Strathclyde Police, who sent 
an observer, said it was not able 
to offer an opinion on the out- 
come as action is pending on in- 
dividuals involved in riot. 


Sky’s Premier League 
ambitions under threat 


Football 

DAVID H ELDER AND 
MATHEW HORSMAN 


Sky’s chances of extending its 
coverage of Premier League 
football for another five years 
have been dealt a potentially se- 
rious blow. 

Advisers close to the Premier 
League confirmed last night that 
they had received guidance 
from barristers that a clause 
written into the last agreement, 
allowing Sky to trump any of- 
fer for television rights, is con- 
sidered ultra vires, or unlawful. 

“This agreement has been 
around for three and a half 
years," said an adviser close to 
the Premier League. “It has 
come under intense scrutiny. It 
is our view that the clause is un- 
enforceable.” 

The advice appears to open 
up the auction for the crucial 
rights to Premiership matches, 
which have been the driving 
force behind Sky’s success in the 
past three and a half years. Un- 
til now many experts have pre- 
dicted that Sky's ability to 
extend its contract for another 


five years, albeit at a higher price 
than last time around, was a 
mere formality. 

However, Sky insisted last 
night that its own senior coun- 
sel believed the clause to be en- 
forceable. It accused the Premier 
League of: “trying to get lever- 
age over Sky. This contract has 
a further two years to run. There 
is a first and last right in the con- 
tract and it is enforceable. He 
[the Premier League's chief ex- 
ecutive, Rick Parry] is trying to 
pul Sky in the position where it 
has to pay his price.” 

Sky announced on Tuesday 
that it had secured the rights to 
show Endsleigh League foot- 
ball, the Coca-Cola Cup and the 
FA Cup on its sports channels 
- but the biggest attraction for 
satellite, cable and terrestial 
channels is coverage of the 
Premier League, wmch brings 
with it 60 live top-class match- 
es per season. 

A Premier League spokes- 
man told the Independent this 
week that the £125m Sky deal 
with the Endsleigh League 
would in no way influence the 
negotiations for Premier 
League coverage. “We have no 


intention of limiting ourselves 
to one bidder,” the spokesman 
said. “IPs dear that the Premier 
League is what everybody wants 
and the market for it will be 
competitive.” 

Yesterday Pany declined to 
comment on what he said were 
“commercially sensitive” mat- 
ters. Media industry analysts ex- 
pect that competing bids for the 
Premier League could come 
from ITV and a consortium of 
cable companies. Bids for the 
five-year deal could rise to 
£700m or more, compared to 
£304m last time around. 

■ ITV were yesterday forced 
to delay the widely anticipated 
announcement that they have 
secured a four-year deal for ex- 
clusive live coverage of the PA 
Cup final. The commercial 
channel's capture of the game's 
domestic showpiece from the 
BBC is now due to be unveiled 
at an official launch within the 
next week. “It leaked before we 
were really ready to announce 
everything,” a spokesperson 
for ITV said. “There are no 
problems - it is just that h is a 
very complex deal.” , 

More football, page 27 j 
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ACROSS 

I Fair where second-rate fau- 
teuil is exchanged (9) 

6 A thousand fish appear un- 
der part of the ship (4) 

10 A bit of stuff 1 love in Latin 
city (51 

II Sounds like instruction to 
Pekinese that's standing! 

(9) 

12 Article about time - and 
love in addition (7) 

13 Property of some gases cir- 
culating in the air, but not 
hydrogen (7) 

14 Soldiers, in confusion, rule 
the French be put on a 
charge (7,6) 

17 Continues talking about a 
packet for prizes (4,I,6,2) 

21 What a snipper wpl have 
on at night potentially? (7) 


22 Charge to tell you how long 
wine’s been in the bot- 
tle?^) 

24 A native of c. g. Nairobi? 
That's wrong f9) 

25 Bring bade the rod to es- 
tablish authority (5) 

26 Yes, a rich street (4) 

27 Slippery character adopted 
by pK»h guy and top lady 
becomes even more suave 
(9) 

DOWN 

1 British endure old fellows 

at zero hour (5-3) 

2 Home for one with promise 
(51 

3 A check on the activities of 
the Fishing League? (5-45) 

4 Crown s made of iron - and 
there's tin setting as well 
(7) 


5 Aorient Greek found lurk- 
ing in the French internet? 

7 Being sixteen, gets convert- 
ed ana joins the church (9) 

S A carriage that’s secure for 
taking gold (6) 

9 A lovely spot for a rambling 
wanderer like me (4, 10) 

15 Just set up the suspect 
That’s nothing to us (9) 

16 Let feet turn freely (S) 

18 What’s a hooker doing at a 
bend in the river? Solicit- 
ing? (7) 

19 Offensive relation has one 

0 

20 The Prisoner’s - fashionable 
ending (6) 

23 Benefit from a cover for 
the eats (5) 



Pools of paradise: an aerial view of the two 25-metre outdoor arenas on Rio de Janeiro's Copacabana Beach built especially for the World Short- 
Course Swimming Championships which begin today Glittering Pickering, page 26; Photograph: Renzo Gotoli/Reuter 


Hendry forges ahead 
despite loss of form 


Snooker 


Stephen Hendry had a rare off 
day at the Royal Liver Assur- 
ance UK Championship in Pre- 
ston yesterday, but the Scot still 
managed to establish a 6 -2 
overnight advantage over his 
Irish stablemate, Ken Doherty, 
in (heir best-of-1 7-frames quar- 
ter-final. 

When the pair met in the 
1994 UK final, Hendry went on 
a potting spree, running up 
seven century breaks over the 
course of 12 frames during his 
10-5 victory. 

The world No 1 came close 
to reproducing that dazzling 
form in the earlier rounds of this 
tournament, including his 147 
maximum against Gary Wilkin- 
son in the last 16. But after 
threatening to launch his bid for 
the penultimate round with an- 
other massive clearance. 
Hendiy went off the boil. 


He won the opening frame 
with a break of 85 but then he 
fluffed an easy pink with a pos- 
sible 144 on the table. Doher- 
ty. the world No 9 who has won 
only two of his 10 previous 
meetings with Hendry, levelled 
the score at 1-1 with runs of 48 
and 34. 

He was never as close to 
Hendry again, partly because or 
some bad luck and partly be- 
cause of his tendency to make 
schoolboy errors. Breaks of 37 
and 85 allowed Hendry, the de- 
fending champion, to move 
into a 3-1 lead at the raid- 
session interval. 

However, the Scot seemed 
certain to lose the fifth when 
Doherty forged clear, courtesy 
of a 53 break 1b his cost Do- 
herty missed an easy pink and 
Hendry's own 53 eventually 
helped him take the frame 
77-53. 

In the next frame, it was 
Hendry’s him to make the mis- 


take. He led by 47 points to nil, 
but allowed Doherty to recov- 
er with a run of 59. All the 
Dubliner required was a clear- 
ance up to the blue hut he 
snookered himseir on the final 
yellow. 

After several safely e.v- 
changes Doherty found himself 
snookered tight behind the 
brown ball. Trying In find an es- 
cape to hit the green, he struck 
the blue three time:). At the 
fourth attempt he reached his 
target, but he left the ball well 
positioned for Hendry to clear 
green to pink to go 5-1 up. 

The last two frames of the 
session were shared and Do- 
herty will be frustrated that he 
did not put himself on level 
lenns going into the concluding 
phase of the match this after- 
noon. Hcndty requires only 
three of the last nine framers to 
stay on course for his fourth UK 
title in six years. 

Results, Sporting Digest, page 27 



Thomson reaches final at last 


Bowls 


The world indoor champion. 
Andy Thomson, who has fallen 
in three previous semi-finals, 
yesterday sealed a final meeting 
with the defending champion, 
John Price, in the CIS Masters 
in Coatbridge. Thomson edged 
out the Scottish champion, Paul 
Conlan, in three sets. 

The Englishman took the 
opening set 7-3 in eight ends but 
the 25-year-old Scot, who de- 
fends his title today, needed just 


three ends to square the match. 
After dropping a single on the 
first end of the second sel, Con- 
lan scored successive counts of 
three and four for a 7-1 win. 

Thomson then started well in 
the decider, with three shots on 
the opening end, followed hy 
three singles, to take him within 
one of victory at 641. He wrapped 
up the set two ends later at 7-1. 

Price had earlier coasted to 
his fifth final in seven years in 
the event, with a 7-1. 7-2 victo- 
ry over the Commonwealth gold 
medallist. Richard Corsic. 


The Swansea player, who 
also won the title in 1991. 
forged a 65-0 lead after four 
ends. Corsic responded with a 
fifth-end single but Price 
wrapped up the sel with a dou- 
ble on the next end. The Welsh- 
man then scored doubles on the 
opening two ends of the second 
set before Corsic came back 
into contention with singles on 
I he third and fourth. Price, 
however, went on to wrap up 
victory with further singles on 
the sixth and seventh ends. 
Results. Sporting Digest, page 27 


Howto 

fast forward your 
business idea. 

Starting a business.' ’tnu couldn’t make a better start 
tlun spending minutes watching this video. 

Produced with the help of Enterprise Agencies, it's 
FREE when you open .< Barclays Business Account T 

lt\ just parr of a whole package of help and support 
lor new business. There's also our special Small Business 

Tams and an experdy written range of Small Business 
Guides. Both of which will help you get the most out of all 
our services. 

Start working to make your drams come true. Call 
us now for details of rhe video offer .mj your FREE copy 
ol our guide. SETTING UP and RUNNING TOUR 
BUSINESS. ’ 

\ou II find opening ,i Barclays Business Acrounr 
opens -all kinds ul opportunities. 
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